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PREFACE. 

The Author of this Volume can feel the deepest 
sympathy for that class of persons for whose par- 
ticular henefit he has prepared the following 
pageS; having himself for many years heen en- 
gaged in the same arduous work, of carrying 
the word of life to the towns and villages around. 
He knows the manifold difficulties of their posi- 
tion, having shared them; and their want of 
opportunities for careful reading, and lengthened 
preparations for their self-denying labours : toil- 
ing as they are wont — many of them at least — 
day by day, at some mechanical employment, 
for the bread that perisheth ; and often jaded and 
vexed with their multiplied engagements, they 
are but ill prepared for calm and dispassionate 
investigation, nor always possess the necessary 
facilities for composing suitable and ever- varying 
themes for their Sabbath occupations — often to 
them the day of hardest toil. There has always 
appeared to the Author, a strange want of sym- 
pathy in the Churches towards these disinterested 



IV PREFACE. 

labourers in the vineyard of Christ. How often 
are they pursuing their way, exposed to all the 
vicissitudes of the weather, for many long and 
wearying miles, to execute their most self-deny- 
ing, unwavering, and often unappreciated and 
unrequited toil; at an endurance of physical 
exertion which nothing could prompt th^n to 
undergo,, but love to Chrisf and the souls of men ; 
and often at a pecuniafy sacrifice, which no im« 
purer motive could justify them in making ; 
whikt other members of the same Churches are 
sitting at their ease in the house ot God, and 
quietly enjoying the repose of the Sabbath, but 
who seldom — ^it is to be feared — cast a look of 
sympathy on the Village Preachers, and still 
less pray for their success, or pecuniarily assist 
them in the obtaiument of those appliances which 
are requisite for the adequate discharge of their 
commendable work. These things ought not 
so to be. It is fc^r these men the Author has 
written, having himself felt the want of such 
assistance ; not as a mere copyist or verbal imi^ 
tator, but as suggestive of ideas which he could 
clothe in his own language, and iUustiate with 
his own familiar imagery — gems of thought. 
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wUcb he could manipulate after his own fashion ; 
and rays of light, which he could concentrate 
to advantage on some useful theme of Christian 
doctrine or practice, adapted to the various 
audiences he was privileged to address. 

Go on, then, ye patriotic hands of God's sacra- 
mental host. But for you our world would have 
heen a moral waste, still more desolate than it 
is ; our villages would have been left in compa- 
rative destitution of the word of life, and the 
Church of Christ would have heen much more 
diminutive than it now is» And though unre- 
quited and unappreciated now^ yet ^^ God is not 
unrighteous to forget your work and labour of 
love, which ye have shewed towards his name j 
in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do 
minister/' 

lu committing this work to the press, the 
Author is fully conscious that there are already 
many of a similar character before the Public ; 
but against many^ two objections — almost insu- 
perable — arise in the minds of those for whom 
this is prepared ; they are either not sufficiently 
portable, or they are inconvenient in price ; which 
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I 

excludes them from the means of a number who | 

would otherwise be glad of such aids to study. 
It has been^ therefore, his aim to obviate these 
objections, hy taking a medium course ; at the | 

same time he has endeavoured so to arrange I 

and condense the materials, that he might give 
embodiment to the great essential truths of 
Christianity, within as small a compass as befit- 
ted the themes on which he has dwelt. He has 
also, he hopes, done this — in diction, chaste ; 
in style, popular ; in themes, varied j in illus- 
trations, familiar ; in sentiment, always evan- 
gelical. If an indulgent public should receive 
this, his first essay, kindly; perhaps at no distant 
date, another volume may be forthcoming, uni- 
form in size and price. 
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PLANS OF THOUGHT 

FOR VILLAGE PREACHERS. 



Plan I. 
THE COMMISSION. 



** And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time, 
saying, Arise, go to Nineyeh, that great city, and preach anto it the 
preaching that I hid thee. — Jonah iii. 1, 2. 

JoNAH^s history is one of mnch importance« on account 
of his being in some respects a type of Christ. The 
Savioar adduces him as a fitting sign for the illustration 
of his own death and resurrection. — Matt. xii. 38, 41. 

Still, considerable perversity is remarkable in his con* 
duct, he is disobedient, fretful, angry, insolent ; the dis- 
cipline however through which he passed, brought him 
to a better mind. This was the second time the solemn 
mandate was given to him, to go on a preaching expe- 
dition to Nineveh. It was a great and wicked city — its 
population was large, and their iniquities were reaching 
to a climax in the sight of God, who commissions his 
servant Jonah to go, and proclaim throughout its streets 
the solenm fact, that yet 40 days and Nineveh should be 
destroyed. He went not — ^he escaped to Tarshish, rather 
than fulfil his mission — How was this ? Was he slothful ? 
Or was he cowardly ? Was it perversity of temper ? 
Perhaps it might be all these ; but how glaringly con- 
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temptuoas of the heavenly command. How truly is it 
affirmed, — That " the Lord is long saffering to usward/' 
<&c. After being chastened, '^ the word of the Lord came 
unto Jonah the second time," &c. We select this portion 
in order to enforce the obligation which God has laid 
upon his servants, to ^' Preach the preaching that he bids 
them." — Observe 

I. — The command is imperative. 

Arise — go— preach, — Snch i s the command of God to 
many now ; he has the right to employ whom be pleases 
in his own work, and no man on whom he fixes as his 
agent has a right to demur, or set aside the obligation. 
Moses would fain have sunk into retirement, rather than 
go at God^s bidding to announce his will to the children 
of Israel: Ex. iii. 10, and i v. 10, &c. But when God 
says ARISE — GO — PREACH, who ishethat dares to say nay ? 
** Go, and as ye go, preach, saying the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.^^ 

IL — The subject is limited. 

" Preach the preaching y^ &c. — The message of Jonah 
was not a long one, but one of deeply solemn moment, 
and therefore must be delivered in the very words given 
him from above. There is such a limitation to the mes- 
sage of the gospel minister ; not, but that there is a field 
of ample dimensions, a mine of inexhaustible materials, 
and themes of surpassing excellence, which will never be 
folly stated ; but still, all preaching must be the preaching 
&c. *^ To the law and to the testimony." 

III. — Human inventions are excluded. 

" That I hid rtee."— Here no traditions of the Fathers 
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lire admiasible — however holy, or -wise, or spiritaal — 
the law must be had from God's month. Men^s doctriDes 
are but as the chaff to the wheat, the wood, hay, stubble, 
which the fire shall consume. Gqd bids us preach hta 
gospel ; " not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord." 
More especially — 

1. Preach that I bid thee. This must be a whole 
gospel, a whole Christ, Christ and his yoke, Christ and 
his cross, Christ and his c^own, Christ in his person, 
work, offices ; the gospel in its doctrines, precepts, duties ; 
religion, experimental, practical; salvation, full, free, 
present, everlasting, &c. These are the themes which 
are to be all engrossing, worthy of occupying minds of 
the greatest power, and educing talents of the highest 
order. Summing* all up in the language of inspiration, 
** This is a faithful saying.^^ 

2. Preach tvhen I bid thee. "Sow thy seed in the 
morning," &c. " Sow beside all waters." *' Be instant 
in season, out of season." 

3. Preach where I bid thee. Whether in the streets 
of Ninereh, or in the palace at Rome ; whether in the 
immediate circle of home, or in some foreign land ; in 
England, or China, or India, or the world around. God's 
preachers must be willing to preach where he bids them, 
whether in the populous city, or the remoter towns and 
villages. Nay, " Go ye into^ all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature," &c. 

4. Preach all I bid thee. Whether men will hear or 
they forbear, ** cry aloud, spare not ;'^ " shun not to declare 
the whole counsel of God ; ^' be not awed by frowns^ nor 
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lared from duty by smiles. Corrupt nature would fain 
wish to have smooth things prophecied unto them. 
Preach all I bid thee. 

5. Preach aa I bid thee. 

(1.) Experimentally — ^^That which we have seen and 
heard declare/ (&G.-rl John 1. i. iii. 

(2.) Faithfully — ^* It is required in stewards that aman 
be found faithfuL^^ 

(3.) Diligently—'' Be nq]b weary in well doing.^ 

(4.) Earnestly-* let it be in the melting, moving, 
beseeching accents of mercy, as standing with bleeding 
hands, ready to embrace the vilest of the vile. '' It is 
good for the heart to be always, zealously affected in a 
good thing.^^ 

APPLICATION. 

1. ''Whom shall I send, and who will go for us,'' 
Is. vi. 8. How many will respond with the Prophet, 
" Here am I, send me.^' 

2. Let all our preaching be in humble dependence on 
the divine spirit, without whose influence we preach in 
vain, until our tongue cleaves to the roof of our mouth in 
fruitless toil. 

3. In expectation of the divine blessing, " Lo I am 
with you always, even to the end of the world.'' " He 
that goeth forth weeping," &c 

4. Render to God the glory of the success realized, 
" Not unto us, O Lord.'' 

5. Be encouraged by the example of the Lord Jesus ; 
it is emphatically said that he went to the towns and 
villages to teach and to preach. 



11 

Plan II. 
THE DIVINE TOUCH. 

** Ad<1 there weut with him a band of men, whose hearts God had 
touched."— 1. Sam. x. 26. 

This chapter records some of the remarkable circum- 
stances in connection with the choice of the first king 
of Israel : God was displeased with their request^ bnt 
granted it ; and Saul^ the son of Cish, was the indi- 
vidual selected ; and ** God gave him another heart.^* v. 9. 
There is no evidence that he was converted^ but rather 
to the contrary — probably it means a heart fit for govern- 
menty filled with wisdom and courage ; to rule^ defend^ 
protect. A heart, suited to the high and distinguished 
situation he had to fill — there were some of the people, 
who were disposed to give him a very cold reception, 
and even treat him with contempt, as v. 27. *< But there 
wfint " <Src. 

I. — Saul's position illustrates that of the chris- 
tian minister. 

He was called to fill a high and deeply responsible 
situation ; he shrunk with modesty for a time, but it was 
manifestly the appointment of God — he had not only to 
govern, but also to lead the armies of Israel, and vanquish 
their foes — they had numerous enemies — were in frequent 
contentions, and had some splendid victories ; and while 
Saul followed the divine directions, he was successful; 
but when he deviated, he found God to be his enemy — 
as was the position of Saul, so also is that of the Christian 
B 2 
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Minister : he is engaged in a great and ardaons nnder- 
taking, and fills a high and responsible sitnation ; he 
stands in the forefront of the conflict with the powers of 
darkness, and has to lead on the armies of the living God, 
to battle and to victory. 

XL— Thb band which accompanied Saul, indi- 
cates THE characters WHO 8H0VLD CO-OPERATE WITH 

THE Christian Minister. 

How valuable were the men in the text, '' whose hearts 
God had touched ; ^ men of strength, courage, honour, 
ready for deeds of noble daring, to stand by their king 
in trying and difficult times, to defend his person, fight 
by his side, run at his command, and shout at the dis- 
comfiture of their enemies — these were men of the right 
stamp— so likewise, these are the men required to co- 
operate with the christian minister ; none else are suitable, 
or will be rightly disposed to engage in the cause of 
Christ and of souls ; but those '' whose hearts,^^ &c. 
We remark, that this must be 

1. A divinely influential touch. No other touch will 
do. It must be another heart, and God only can give it : 
a new heart, and God only can renew it — ^'the great 
heart-maker^^ says one, ''must be the great heart-break- 
er^^ — until this touch be given, no other influence is of the 
least worth: we must ever recognize the necessity of 
divine influence, to make the heart of man all it ought 
to be. No pope, or priest, or synod, or council, or 
bishop, can give the requisite touch — ^' Not by might or 
by power " i&c. It must be 

2. — A divinely melting lioticA.-— The heart is hard. 
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caLlons, obdorate, indarate^ and nothing can melt or 
soften it, bat this divinely melting touch : it mast be 
brought into a soft and plastic condition, that it may be 
SBSceptible of impression, and cast into a mould divine ; 
and this will be seen in the tearful eye, the softened voice, 
the subdued manner of the individual touched. O yes, a 
touch divine, can melt the frozen or adamantine heart. 
It must be 

3. — A f»ill'8ubdu%nff touch. — It will bend the stiff 
neck, and humble the proud look ; it will bring the 
sinner to his knees, and induce him to ask in subdued 
tones, ** what wilt thou have me to do." It will put out 
the flickering hope of salvation, by his own works of 
righteousness, and make him ready to cry, <' Woe is me, 
for I am undone,^^ &c. It must be 

4. — A life-mspiring touch. — The heart of the sinner 
is insensate, dormant, torpid, dead towards spiritual 
things, and will for ever remain so, until touched by the 
hand divine — ^it is then only that it will wake up to an 
apprehension of spiritual things, and become spiritually 
alive, '^ You hath he qaiokened,^' i&c. The touch of 
Jesus to the widow^s son, will illustrate this. Luke vii. 
11—14. It must be 

5. — An halloned fire^enkindling touch. — A fire that 
hallows, refines, eradicates, destroys the corrupt prin- 
ciples that have long been dominant within ; for the 
heart ^' touched with a live coal from off the altar,'* will 
purge away its iniquity, and make it all divine — ^the 
touch of Jesus, at once and for ever removed the fonl 
and loathsome disease of the Leprosy from the person 
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referred to. Luke v. 12 — J 3. And such is the virtue of 
his touch now. It must be 

6. — A love-imparting touchy — Love to Christ and to 
his cause^ " This,'' says a writer of the present day, 
'^ T]iis is the strongesf, most enduring passion and motive 
that can occupy the heart : it is deeper than the love of 
home, kindred, rest, recreation, life ; it is essential and 
vital Christianity; the main spring of action, the im- 
pelling motive power. It makes the timid bold, and 
the slothful diligent ; gives eloquence to the stammering 
tongue^ and puts energy into the withered arm ; gives 
wings of new obedience to leaden feet — it will court ithe 
heaviest load, and endure the hardest toil.'' Yes, love is 
the quintescent grace, it will impel to active labour, and 
rise superior to reproach and shame ; and such is the 
touch from the hand divine. It must be 

7. — A Zedl-eocpanding touch. — The fire within, not 
only softens, and melts, and hallows, but also expands 
the heart, and largeness of heart is the consequence ; it 
will sever a man from his ease and selfishness, and lead 
to energy and enterprize in the cause of God — it was then, 
that Gideon was ready with 300 men to meet the hosts 
of Midian — then, that David was nerved with his sling 
and stone, to antagonize with the giant of Gath — then, 
that Luther so nobly stood forth against popery and 
Rome — and then, that Carej and others of the immortal 
band of Missionaries, could dare, and brave all the perils 
of their illustrioiis undertakings. 

III. The conpuct of this band, is that which 
THE church ought TO IMITATE. ** They Went with 
him, " Here was 
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L Harmonioua aaaoctation. '^Aband/^ Union and 
strength are here combined. This is essential to suc- 
cessfol effort and nsefalness. The church must not be 
dissociated^ isolated, dessicated, dislocated, but united. 
This is the secret of power ; a union of faith, prajer, 
labour, '' Two are better than one.^* 

2. Hearty ohoperation. ** Went with him.** Went 
with him to battle, conflict^ and victory — this is what the 
christian minister desires, ** Co-workers together with 
God." 

3. UnhesUdOiug appliccOUm. Such was the strength 
of their attachmeat to him and readiness for his service, 
that without delay they were at his side — cheered him 
on, strengthened his handstand encouraged his heart. 

APPLICATION. 

1. The church of Christ and the condition of the 
world, present ample scope, for the most enlarged and 
devoted labours of the people of God — sinners are pe- 
rishing, the church is languishing, religion is declining, 
hell is filling, and devils are rejoicing — ^who then will 
** come up to the help of the Lord,'* <&c. 

2. Are there any touched with this melting, bending, 
living, burning influence — ye are the men to emulate the 
example of Saul's adherents. 

3. Union — co-operation — application without delay, 
become the followers of Christ. 
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Plan III. 
THE INVOCATION OF THE SPIRIT. 

<* Come from the foar winds, O breath, and breathe npon these 
slain that they may live." — Ezek. zzxvii. 9. 

The striking figare in the context is very instractive 
and interesting ; when the prophet bad seen the vision^ 
and done as the Lord commanded^ the interpretation was 
then given to bim, as. 11 — 14. 

Oar object in its selection, Is to speak of the Spirit's 
inflaences under the emblem of the ^wind; various other 
figures are employed illustrative of its operations on the 
human mind, such as fire, water, and oil ; designating 
what its specific functions are in the conversion of sinners. 
Shewing also most clearly, that its distinctive agency in 
tbe glorious scheme of redemption, is different from that 
of the other persons of the triune God ; and so important 
is this, that considerable prominence is given to it in the 
economy of mercy. It is the spirit's province to '* Con- 
vince the world of sin," &c. Notice 

I. — The figure employed — the ttmd. The spirit's 
operations are frequently spoken of under this very ex- 
pressive emblem, as **The wind blowetb," &c. The 
glorious events of the Pentecost were preceded by a very 
remarkable phenomenon, for '^ Suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and 
it filled all the house where they were sitting." The 
wind has certain properties. 

1. It is invisible. It cannot be seen, but it can be 
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felt ; we may see it in its effects^ from the soft blowing 
zephyr, to the wild tornado and the destructive maelstrom. 
Its motions vary, sometimes slight, sometimes great ; we 
see its inflaences in the waving of tlie corn, or its unda- 
lations on the water ; as it gives impulsion to the spreading 
branches, or the variegated clouds ; carrying those reser- 
voirs of water to 'irrigate the thirsty land. Such are the 
influences of the spirit, they are invisible. This is the 
particular idea we see in the reference already made, 
'* The wind bloweth, &c. ;" it cannot be seen, hat felt. 
In vain is it to say that Christians deceive themselves on 
this account, since in its effects and development it is seen, 
though' its inward operations are secret. It is so through- 
out nature ; take a grain of wheat and deposit it in the 
earth, in a little time there will be the blade, and then 
the fruit, <&c. ; you cannot see the influences which are 
at work night and day producing this result, but it is not 
less certain that there is some, secret agency employed, 
in the effects manifest. 

The Saviour gave a beautiful illustration of this when 
he said " TJie kingdom of Heaven is like unto leaven," 
&c., Matt. xiii. 33. Now the effects of the leavening are 
seen through the process, in the working of the whole 
mass, these will be sensible to the eye, until there is a per- 
fect amalgamation ; but the principal or chemical power 
which thus operates we cannot see. 

Thus it is with the spirit of God, its operations within, 
and the struggling of mind consequent, are often great 
before the effects are seen. 

We may elicit this in the valley of dry bones, there 
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are the effects of the prophecjing in the noise and shaking, 
bone coming to bone, and the sinews, and flesh, &c. ; bnt 
the power by which all this is effected is secret or inviaihle. 

1. It i8 one of the esaentiala of life. Plays round 
the world in various directions, scattering the noxious 
vapours and pestilential miasma which produce disease 
and death. It fans our lungs each *moment of life, 
and without it we must die. So is the spirif s in- 
floence essential to the life of the soul, even when the 
Omnific word went forth which spake the world into 
existence ; the divine spirit exerted its vitalizing energy 
in moving on the face of the great waters, and giving 
life and beauty to that which was inert, chaotic, deformed. 
So in its operations on the souls of men — the state of the 
world is most appalling — millions of our fellow-men, 
though alert enough to the things of earth, are morally, 
spiritually dead — dead to holiness, happiness, God, The 
affecting vision of this valley of dry bones, but too truly 
indicates the lamentable condition of Adam^s race, '^ Son 
of man can these bones live?" Ah! when we look 
around on the multitudes who are spiritually dead, we 
may well ask, can these souls live ? Yes, when the spirit 
breathes upon them and only then — ^^ It is the spirit that 
quickeneth," '• The spirit giveth life." 

3. The wind is powerful. In our Island we know 
but little of its power, save occasionally ; tliere are times 
when its power is tremendous, impetuous, and irresistible ; 
tearing up everything in its course, and sweeping away 
both property and lives. Those who do business on the 
great waters, frequently see its power in sublimity and 
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grandeur. In Arabia, a traveller saw the effects of the 
whirlwind, the sandy desert was raised in massive pillars 
to a great height, whirling round with prodigious force 
in all directions. Whatever may be said of the power 
of the wind, it is not at aU comparable to the powerful 
operations of the spirit ; so powerful as to give vitality to 
these dry bones, these dead souls. Powerful! What 
chain has it not severed ? What mountain has it not 
brought low ? What neck has it not bowed ? What 
heart not subdued ? What rock not shivered ? What 
sinners, proud, and tameless, and bidding defiance to 
heaven, has it not humbled ? Powerful I Yes, it binds 
the strong man armed, and sets the prisoner free ; breaks 
the fetters of iron, and snatches the soul from de- 
struction. Look at its overwhelming power on the day 
of Pentecost. 

IV. Its effects, are both visible and audible too. 
Look in this valley, there is a noise, a shaking, bone 
coming to bone, c&c. Yes, here is a great commotion, so 
in the operations of the spirit, commotion^ feeling, sighing, 
weeping, a great noise ; a noise among stricken sinners, 
a noise among God^^s people, a noise in the world, a noise 
in hell, a noise in heaven. For the angels rejoice, t&c. 

APPLICATION. 

1. Regard this text in the aspect of prayer or invoca- 
tion, suitable to present by the people of God, in reference 
to the dead souls around. Come then ye that have power 
with God, let us invoke the spirit's powerful, vitalizing, 
irresistible influences, on this valley of dry bones. Now 
c 
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for a loDg^ an earnest, beliering, simultianeons cry to 
heaven. '^ Come from the fonr winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.^* When 
Jesns breathed npon his disciples, he said '^ Receive ye 
the Holy Ghost." 

2. We shall not invoke and prophecy in vain, 10 v. 
^^ If ye, being evil,'' &c., these sonls may resist our en- 
treaties, but the spirit can overcome — 

" So we may the spirit know. 
Let him as he listeth blow." 



Plan IV. 
THE RIGHT SPIRIT. 



** Bat my serrant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him^ 
and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto 
he went, and his seed shall possess it. — Numbers xiv. 24. 

The history of God's ancient people is deeply impor- 
tant, and should be studied with attention ; the preceding 
chapters shew that they were nearing the promised land, 
were jast upon its borders, and twelve men were selected to 
go as a reconnoitering party, to spy out its qualities, and as- 
certain the number of its inhabitants, and the capabilities, 
&c., as instructed by Moses xiii. IT — 20. They returned 
after 40 days absence, bearing clusters of the grapes of 
Eschol, but differing in the report they give, look at the 
sequel, let us examine — 

I. — What the spirit of Caleb was, and II. The 

REWARD WITH WHICH HE WAS HONORED. 
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1. What the spirit of Caleb was. Joshua was 
included in this^ although not here named^ and the spirit 
manifested by them was one of 

1. — Love to God, It was this principle which led him 
to leave his family and friends^ to go on what might be 
deemed an hazardous enterprise^ prompted him to zealous 
active flabour^ made him ready to sacrifice his ease and 
even life itself^ to subserve the cause of God. Such was 
not the spirit of the others^ the evil report they brought 
will shew they had not even true respect towards God^ 
much less love ; theirs was a spirit directly the reverse 
of Caleb's. It was 

2. A apirit of faith and undaunted courage. A man's 
courage will often be in proportion to his faith^ if weak 
in faith he will be fearful^ faint-hearted — Calebs nature 
seems to have answered to his name, it signifies all heart ; 
and he would have infused something of his own spirit 
into his brethren if they had permitted him. He had seen 
the sons of Anak as well as they, that they were of 
gigantic size, and formidable in number, but he felt 
no cause of fear, and therefore said " Let us go," &c. 
The spirit of the others was one of unbelief and cowardice, 
and they iafused their own dastardly spirit into the 
thousands of Israel, and contradicted Caleb and Joshua. 
It was 

3. A spirit of promptitude. " Let us go up at once," 
&c. Here was no sitting down to calculate on the pro- 
babilities of the contest, his faith in God, made him fear 
no evil — and his bravery, to dread no opposition ^ he 
speaks as if he would take the foremost rank, for he says 
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<^ Let us go."^The spirit of the others was procrastina- 
tion not promptitude — retrogade not onward — cowardice 
not bravery— Caleb said let us go up, they said let us go 
down — he said let us go onward, they said let us go back- 
ward, 4 V. It was 

4. A spirit oftruih.-'Celeh gave a true report of the 
promised land —the people^ the fruits^ &c. It had often 
been represented as a land flowing with milk and honey^ 
terms expressive of the abundance of its fruits, and now 
they confirm it by bringing forward the two men bearing 
on their shoulders a large cluster of grapes, ziiL^23. 
The spirit of the others was one of falsehood, 31 — 33. 
It was 

5. A spirit of entire devotedneas Po God — ** FoUowed 
the Lord fully. ^ This is a high eulogium^ but God gives 
it to his servant ; it implies sincerity, constancy, and 
perseverance ; there were ten against two but he did not 
waver, they excited to rebellion, but he stilled the people ; 
again they rise in rebellion, and a second time he rushes 
to the rescue, 6 v. Here is a spirit of bravery which 
could not only meet their enemies in Canaan, but in the 
face of opposition, misrepresentation, and obloquy, he 
*' foUows the Lord fully," 

IL The reward with which he was honored. 
'* Him will I bring," Ac. This land liad been promised 
to Abram, Gen. xii. repeated Gen. xvii. Years many 
had rolled by and Israel is found in Egypt, groaning 
under the iron yoke of Pharoah, they are eventually 
delivered with a high hand, &c. Now they were on the 
borders of if, but such was their distrust and rebellioa-^ 
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cowardice and falsehood, that of all the thousands of 
Israel from 20 years old and upwards, none, save Joshua 
and Caleb, were permitted to tread the verdant plain? ; 
see what befel the other spies, 36 v. 

This promise was made good to Caleb, as for Joshua 
he was honored to be their leader instead of Moses. There 
is a rehearsal of the circumstances, Deu. i. 22 — 35 — 36. 

When the remnant of Israel is brought into Canaan, 
and the partition of it into lots takes place, particular 
mention is made of Caleb, Jos. xiv. 6 — 15. Thus sig- 
nally was he preserved and honored. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1. Canaan was a faint type of the future inheritance of 
the Church of Christ There is abundance of all that can 
render happy, all that act in the spirit of Caleb. 

2. Innumerable dif&culties often surround us, oppo- 
sition is strong, enemies great and numerous, few left to 
fight the battles of the Lord and lead on to victory, many 
like Caleb's brethren, cowardly, fearful — where energy, 
faith, bravery, and promptitude, are all important. 

3. The spirit of a leader has a wonderful influence on 
a people, as that of a commander over an army, and a 
political leader over his partizans ; the dastardly spirit of 
these ten men was drunk in by a whole people — had all 
been brave, and bold, and spirited, no power on earth 
could have withstood them. 

4. Cultivate such a spirit as this in the church of 
Christ, stand not trembling with cowardice before diffi- 
culties, but rise in energy as the antagonism increases, 

2 c 
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to look at the difficulties of our position— the dangers of 
the way — the ignorance and failings of others, irrespective 
of the omnipotent power engaged in our support and 
defence, is enough to appal the strongest, and unnerve 
the bravest. '^ But greater is he that is for us than all 
that can be against us." 



Plan V. 
THE SUCCESSFUL BUILDERS. 

" So built we the wall ; and all the wall was joined together onto 
the half thereof: fur the people had a mind to work." — Neh. iv. 6. 

To have a right estimate of Nehemiah, we must read 
the whole of his book — he lived in critical times, but was 
raised up for the work he had to perform ; was eminently 
pious, loved his people and country — patriotism glowed 
intensely in his bosom and he set about the execution of 
a project, before which thousands would have quailed. 
He was 12 years governor of Judea under the king of 
Persia ; his soul yearned over his fatherland, he sought 
permission ^to build its waste places; the walls of Jeru- 
salem had become dilapidated by time, and thrown down 
by hostile hands — he obtains leave — he hastens with a 
few chosen men to execute his errand — the people co- 
operated with him, and though assailed by enemies, and 
their object treated with scorn and derision ; their situ- 
ation also so perilous, that they had to work with the 
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Bword girt by their side ; yet nerved with more than or- 
dinary energy and ceaselessly plying their vocation, they 
at length completed their object, '^ S<j built we the wall,^ 
&c. 

In accommodating this passage, to the special efforts 
we contemplate, for a revival of religion. Let us notice 

I. The work to be done, and IL The Spirit, 

AKD MANNER XN WHICH WE SHOULD ENTER UPON IT. 

I. TuR WORK TO BE DONE. It is to boild. The 
Church of Christ is a building, a temple, made up of 
spiritual stones. " Ye dre God^s building.^ — ^but alas ! 
bow marred and despoiled is the church of Christ — 
what breaches have been made in it, not only by declared 
foes, but false friends — it has suffered many innovations 
since it was first constructed, where now are those Primi- 
tive Churches which stood arrayed in such beauteous 
verdure, and apparent stability — those mentioned in the 
Apocalypse which studded the eastern hemisphere like so 
many brilliant stars, to gild the moral world; such as 
Smyrna, Thyatira, Ephesus, Laodicea, Pergamos, Sardis, 
and Philadelphia — alas ! '^ Ichabod is written upon them 
all, for tlie glory is departed,*' — scarcely a vestige of 
them remains — ^but look at the cause of Christ, as seen 
from a nearer perspective, as it exists at the present day, 
and in our own land : and is there aught here to delight 
the eye, and gladden the heart ? Go through our villages, 
and towns, and cities, and what is the state of religion 
among the entire of the professing people of God ? 
Which predominates the most ? The letter, or the spirit ? 
the form, or the power ? The shadow, or the substance ? 
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Nay come nearer still. Walk throagh this town, visit 
our different places of worship. Are oar sanctuaries 
full ? Is there any hungering after the bread of life ? 
Do men and women listen as if the truth was worth their 
hearing, or their souls of priceless worth ? Look at those 
empty pews, sleepy hearers, formal services, what a neg- 
lect of the means of grace, standing aloof from christian 
fellowship, at the number of declensions, awful supineness, 
want of spirituality in bur worship — sacrifice in our 
gifts — zeal in our labours. O ! is not the cause of Jesus 
low, are not the walls of Zion like those of Jeru- 
salem, dilapidated and broken down? Who, who 
now *^ takes pleasure in her stones, and favours the dust 
thereof?" "Who will arise to build the walls of Zion, 
and raise it to something of its primitive beauty, propri- 
ety, and firmness ? The promises of God well justify the 
most arduous devotement, to repair and build up the cause 
of the Eedeemer. " For her cords shall be lengthened,'' 
&c. " When Zion travaileth,'' &c. ** Of the increase 
of his Kingdom,'' &c. Notice 

II. The spirit and manner in which we should 
ENTER INTO THE WORK. There must be 

1. A mind to work* Here is the joint co-operation of 
the church, in order that the work may be done — the in- 
strumentality for the conversion of the world is commit- 
ted to the church. " Go work to day." It is especially 
remarked, that when the Apostles *'went forth and 
preached everywhere, the Lord worked with them and 
confirmed the word with signs following." 

2. Idleness is condemned, " Why stand ye here aU 
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the day idle." « Go work to day," &c. The nDfaithfnl 
and unprofitable servant will be severely pnnished : the 
great architect of the bailding, the head of the chnrch, 
requires that we be ''labourers together with God.*' 
"A mind to work" betokens industry. 

3. A diversity of talents has been given for the nork. 
Talents to use and not to bury, to build, and not to pull 
down, read Matt. xxv. — 14 — 30. True your talent or 
ability to buUd may be small, but for its good employ- 
ment you are responsible — there is such a diversity of 
work that you may employ it — ^hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water — ^bearers of burdens, removers of rub- 
bish, and builders of the wall — spheres of labour are mul- 
tiplying — the Sabbath-school, the sick, the intemperate, 
require labourers — tract distribution and visitation of 
your neighbours. If there be a mind to work— there 
will be found a sphere adapted to your ability. 

4. A division of labour is important. Read the third 
chapter, each applied himself to what was nearest, and 
all co-operated in the labour, and the work was accom- 
plished speedily. 

MOTIVES. 

. 1. There are many stones rough and unhewn, in the 
quarry of nature, which require hands, and heads, and 
hearts, and energies, in hewing out, polishing, and bring- 
ing to God's building : Much to do. 

2. Remember the deep and inexpressible obligations 
you are under to otliers, and to God in having brought 
you to this spiritual building, and have *^ a mind to work'* 
for others. 
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3. Be emalons of the example of Jesus Christ, and 
his first followers, they had their work at heart, had 
*^ a mtnd to work/' " Connted not their lives dear." 
Jesns said <' I mast mork,^"* &c., '' Let that mind be in 
you," &c. 

4. Be stimulated by the glorious recompense that 
awaits you, a reward of grace not of debt, for after all 
we can do, we are still '^unprofitable servants/' 

5. Be admonished, by the consideration that this is 
the only time for labour — " Whatsoever thy hand findeth 
to do," <&c ; and that if you are not faithful to your trust, 
you will have the displeasure instead of the commendation 
of your judge at the last day. 
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A GOOD SOLDIER. 

<< A good soldier of Jesus Christ."^2 Tim. ii. 3. 

The Apostle thus designates Timothy, urging him that 
as he had espoused the cause of Christ, entered his army, 
come under his command, he should endure hardness, 
sit loose to everything else, as 4 v., that he might be more 
free to serve and please his master. To be a good soldier 

I. A GOOD ENLISTMENT IS ESSENTIAL. It mUSt be 

voluntary ; constrained servitude inadmissible, impress- 
ment contrary to the genius of the service, there is no 
such thing as compulsory Christianity — the great Cap- 
tain has sent out suitable officers to enlist volunteers — a 
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fall and entire abandonment of the side of the enemj^ is 
involved in this enlistment, ''No man can serve two 
masters/' he must change sides — ^'^ I beseech you 
brethren," &c. 

II. — There is good armour provided. How es- 
sential tliis to make a good soldier-^the most conrageoas 
and powerful, require weapons of warfare — God has. pro- 
vided the requisite amount, and of the right temper, 
Eph. vi. 13. Here is armour both offensive and defensive, 
but none for the back, there must be no cowards, no 
renegades. 

III. There is a good standard to figbt under. 
This is a good thing. All armies have a standard, an 
ensign, under which they fight — the Roman legions, with 
the eagle for an ensign, spread dismay wherever they 
went. The soldiers of Jesus, have wrought prodigies of 
valour witli their distinguished ensign, it is the cross. 
Sin's strong-holds are overcome by it, myriads have ral- 
lied round it, and glorious victories have been achieved. 

IV. There is a good commander. A most impor- 
tant matter. If the soldier has not confidence in his 
commander, his heart will melt with fear — ^if his skill, 
courage, wisdom, prudence, foresight, be not satisfactory, 
the soldier will be dispirited, faint-hearted. 

King Jesus is the Captain of our salvation — given as 
a leader and a commander to the people — with a perfect 
knowledge of the tactics of our foes — their number, 
malice, power, vigilance, he has acquainted his troops 
when to fight and when to fly — He never lost a battle. 
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never had to say with a great General^ ^* The battle is 
fought^ bat the victory is lost/* He leads his armies on 
from cooqaering to conquest. 

** Courage yonr Captain cries. 

Who all your toil foreknew, 
Toil ye shall have, but all despise. 

I have o*ercome for yon/* 

V. Good opportunitirs op trying their skill. 
Many enemies to combat and overthrow — it is a war of 
principles^ not against flesh and blood — ^bat holiness 
against sin — the kingdom of God against the kingdom of 
Satan — the spirit against the flesh — reason against 
passion — ^love against hatred — Christ against Belial — 
heaven against hell — the worlds the flesh, and the devil, 
have to be overcome. 

YI. Good promises of help in the mortal con- 
flict. The good soldier of Jesas Christ, wars not alone, 
not in his own strength, bat in the strength of the Lord 
God— "The Lord of Hosts,"— « and through God we shall 
do valiantly.^ — "J am thy shield, and thy buckler."— 
" The Lord fighteth for you.^' — So David met Goliah— 
" Thou comest to me with a sword and spear, but I come 
to thee in the name of the Lord." 

YIL There are many good examplf^ of success. 
By these he is animated — ^what thousands have been en- 
gaged in the same warfare, and all successful — have had 
the same doubts, fears, corruptions, sins, enemies to 
contend with, and often feared that they would one day 
fall by the enemy, but have at length shouted victory 
through the blood of the Lamb — 

<* Part of the host have crossed the flood, 
And part are crossing now." 
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And in doing so, yon may hear them sing — ^'I have 
fought the good fight.'* 

VIIL The good soldier MiiNTiiNS his ground. 
He mnst '^ patiently endnre as seeing him who is invisibW 
— never turn his back, nor die ingloriously — bnt fight on 
until he tramples on the necks of all his enemies, and 
hears the plaudit of his Captain " Well done,** <&c. 

IX. Shall have good wages. Present pay and 
promises of a fntnre pension — peace of conscience— jus- 
tification from sin — ^sanctification of bis heart, and a ''good 
hope through grace/* and then the glorious promise ful- 
filled — ^^ If we suffer with him we shall also be glorified 
together — '' If we suffer, we shall also reign with him,** 
and 60 far from the pension diminishing, it shall be eter- 
nally on the increase. 

APPLICATION, 

1. The christian soldier must keep his armour bright ; 
it must not rust for want of using, must onward press 
to victory. 

''He need not fear to win the day. 
Though death and hell obstract the way." 

2. '* Who will consecrate his service this day unto 
God,** enter the ranks, and serve king Jesus — remember 
the conditions, must part with all for Christ. 

3. Some were once enrolled among the good soldiers 
of Jesus Christ, but have again gone over to the enemy — 
wounding Christ in the house of his friends — ^we invite 
you to return again to your allegiance— confess your 
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revolt^ and enter again the service of yonr rightful 
sovereign. 

4. The enemies of Christ will be destroyed — *' If I 
whet my glittering sword/ &c. — "He will send his 
angels and miserably destroy those wicked men.^' 
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THE REFINING FURNACE. 

"And he shall sit as as a refiner, and purifier of silyer*" — Matt. iii. d« 

Under what a variety of aspects^ figures, similes, is 
the truth of God presented to us for contemplation — 
nature, science, art, all yield their tribute, both by way 
of information and illustration, to pourtray the dealings 
of God towards his people ! flowers, trees, fields, floods—^ 
earth, air, fire, water — sun, moon, and stars — all serve 
to give intelligence and interest to the mind concerning 
the multifarious, sublime, and often mysterious truths, of 
divine inspiration. The text in part justifies this state- 
ment ; the Almighty is represented in the character of a 
refiner of silver. Let us sit by the refining furnace, 
watch its operations, mark some of its minuter particu- 
lars, and thereby become familiar with its process, that 
we may the better appreciate this passage of holy writ. 

1. The silver is in various states of alloi/, when first 
submitted into the refiners hands — sometimes with cop- 
per, tin, or lead ; this may serve to shew the di£Berent 
states of mind God has to do witb, when he undertakes 
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their purification by a process of trial, affliction, snffering, 
&c. ; for it is through ordeals of this character, his chil- 
dren are often condacted, in order to be refined. Afflic- 
tions are the common lot of God's people — for '* whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth^^^but is not this because 
of the mixture of alloy in the heart, from which he is dis- 
posed to set us free — ^not that his work of grace is impure, 
but who is not sensible of much within, that is not 
^ractoti9— and the removal of which, even by snffering, 
would be regarded as a blessing. 

2. A bed of bone-dust is prepared, made in a hollow 
form, on which the silver is to be refined — the refiner 
prepares this bed — or it would not be generally so satis- 
factory — and on this bed, the alloyed silver has to be 
tested, tried, refined. The bed is technically called the 
teat — the preparation of the bed by the refiner is the idea 
we would here seize upon. God is said to make all our 
bed in affliction, this may not only mean the soothing in- 
fluences of his grace upon the mind, more than the actual 
preparation, permission, or appointment of the precise 
trial, by which we are to be exercised, since a sparrow 
cannot fall to the ground without our Heavenly Father^s 
notice ; so nothing can occur to distress and harass our 
hearts, but what has his sanction, oris under his control. 
They were not merely adventitious circumstances, which 
made Job chadless, slew his cattle, and destroyed his 
property — Israel groaned not in fetters of iron, without 
the appointment or permission of God — nor could the 
despot of Babylon have gone to such cruel lengths with 
three of God^s chosen ones, if he whom they served, had 
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not permitted it for bis own glory. So now in the severe 
domestic trouble,, bereavement, f^arfnl calamity, reverse 
of circumstances, or bodily, mental, or family afiSiction, 
tbrongh which we pass, should we not regard them as the 
appointed or permitted bed of the heavenly refiner, by 
which he would free us from the injarious alloy. 

3. The silver in its alloyed state \aput upon this bed, 
or test, which has previously been made red hot — and 
an intense fire is made to pass over it, and melt it down ; 
and there for hours, it is subjected to the fiery ordeal. 
This will assist us in the explication of those severe and 
fiery ordeals, through which some of God^s people are 
more especially called to pass, as Zach. xii. 9, — ** I will 
bring the third part through the fire," &c. " Beloved 
think it not strange concerning the fiery trial,^ &c. 
'* That the trial of your faith, being more precious than 
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,'^ &c. 
Afflictions are appropriately designated. The furnace 
of affliction. 

4. When the silver has been for some time melted, 
there is always a slag or covering of droaSf on the sur- 
face, which has to be carefully removed, or the refiner . 
could not see the precious metal, nor proceed in its re- 
finement — and what is the end of our sufferings ? Hear 
what the refiner says — '^ Thy silver is mixed with dross, 
I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away 
thy dross, and take away all thy tin." Now the refiner 
finds tin to be the worst alloy to get rid of, and the fire 
has to be kept up for a longer time, and with intenser 
power, to purely purge it away — the heavenly refiner 



THB REFINING FURNACE. 37 

gays, however^ that he will not fail to accomplish this 
glorioas purpose. The tin may represent our earthly 
mindedness^ unhallowed tempers, &c., or the alloy alto- 
gether may respect our low, grovelling, tendencies to the 
world, our littleness of love, impatience, insincerity, want 
of fidelity, prayerfulness, &c. 

To correct such deficiency of our graces, or urge us to 
seek a closer conformity to our dear Redeemer — the 
heavenly refiner puts us into the furnace. Such is the 
tendency of sanctified sufiTering as Paul '• We glory in 
tribulation also,^' dc. '* Though no affliction for the 
present seemeth to be joyous,^^ c&c. 

5, The silver though skimmed of its dross, is not yet 
perfect — so the fire is still kept up, but at a lower tem- 
perature : and during the operation, a dark crimson cloud 
may often be observed to spread over the entire surface 
of the silver, arising from the remaining impurities, this 
is generally when the fire is low. And how frequently 
are God's people surrounded with clouds of darkness 
during the severe trials through which they pass — then 
temptations seem to have the greater power — the enemy 
times, and adapts his assaults, according to circumstances, 
doubts, and fears', as to the work of grace within — carnal 
reasonings are not unfrequent-^and the unhappy excla- 
mation instigated, '^ Has the Lord forgotten to be 
gracious," &c. — Until some sweet promise alights upon 
the mind, as the dew upon the tender herb ; or oil upon 
the troubled watiers, and the child of grace has confidence 
enough to say '^ Though clouds and darkness are around 
his throne, yet righteousness and judgement are the ha- 
bitation thereof.'' 2 d 



38 PLAN VII. 

6. When the silver is first put into the refining farnaoe, 
a large qaantity of another metal of a base kind, which will 
sooner burn away, is pat with it— this is generally lead— 
its affinity for the drossy particles is much greater, and 
the fire acting more powerfally upon both combined, 
destroys the alloy the sooner, and leaves the silver per- 
fect — view this fact in connexion with the process of re- 
fining the people of God, and how strikingly analagoas 
do we see the treatment. The body, the inferior, baser, 
part of onr nature, is often consumed in the purification 
of our mind — some by wasting consumption, and others 
by buriling fever, and the manifold afflictions and sorrows 
to which the flesh is heir. How matter acts upon mind, 
may be difficult to explain—but that there is a sympathy, 
deep and intricate, a thousand instances will prove — and 
inspiration also says, but " though the outward man 
perish, yet the inner man is renewed day by day." 

And how many who have been the longest in the fur* 
nace, and whose inferior nature has been the most con- 
sumed, have been the most patient, submissive, and holy-— 
sing the sweetest, and bow the lowliest — and the best 
able to say—" Not my will but thine be done.'' " It is 
the Lord, let him do as seemeth him good." 

7. The refiner sits at his work — and the expression he 
shall 8it as a refiner, is very appropriate — it is a necessary 
posture, in order that, as the furnace is constructed, he 
may have a suitable inspection of the work as it proceeds ; 
and quicken the fire, or lower its temperature, as a view 
of the process may warrant. Such a view of the Divine 
presence and inspection, may well console the hearts of 
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the sufferings testedi refining children of God! That 
although he sees fit to put them into the furnace, and 
raise the flame to a great intensity, yet he site by to 
temper the sufferings, to the circumstances, of his chil- 
dren — he is there to sympathize in their sorrows, assnage 
the anguish of their mind, support them when faint, 
quicken them when torpid, and humble them when too 
exalted. Hear what he says, ** Fear, thou not for I am 
with thee/' and mark the illustration by the three Hebrew 
children : He was with them in the midst of the furnace — 
" In all their afflictions he is afflicted," &c. " For we 
have not an High-Priest which cannot be touched,'^ &c. 

8. The refiner knows when the silver is sufficiently 
refined, by its hrtffht reflecting quality, he then lowers 
the fire, and takes out the silver when consolidated — it 
is technically called ^ne. 

This is the happy result of the refining process ; and 
when the Almighty refiner can see his own image in us, 
that which consists in ^^ righteousness and trneholiness^^ — 
when we are '* perfect and entire, wanting nothing" — 
when we are what Christ intends his church to be, " with- 
out spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing ;^^ then will he 
take us from his suffering church below, to his reigning 
church above — where his image shall be reflected by all, 
with the light, and glory, of Heaven^s brightest, and best, 
and noblest sons — and have reason eternally to bless the 
hand that smote, and the fire that refined us. 

APPLICATION. 

1. Submission then becomes us. God^ the infinitely 



40 PLAH Tit. 

wise and good, sees the end from the beginning, and will 
make it manifest that ^< All things are working together 
for good/' &c. 

2. Let ns not be disconraged hy the troubles we meet 
with ; there is a '^ needs be that we are in heaviness/' 
i&c. '« These light afflictions/' (&c 

3. Wicked men have also their troubles, bnt none of 
these consolations, read Ezekiel xxii. c, 18 to 22 v. 



Plan VIII. 
THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. 

** Because I live ye shall live also." — John xiv, 19. 

This is a most deeply interesting chapter — it contains 
part of the discourse and conversation between Christ 
and his disciples, just previous to his death — and how 
admirably adapted it was, to comfort them in expectation 
of the bereavement they were soon to sustain. He gives 
them the promise of a celestial mansion, 1 — 2 v. — the 
asseverance of his divine nature, and therefore able to do 
what he promised, 7 — 1 1. The readiness with which 
their requests would be granted, 13 — 14. The promise 
of a Comforter, J6, That he would not leave them or- 
phans or without a teacher, comfortless, 18. That 
although he was just about to die as an expiatory sa- 
crifice for sin, yet they should soon see him again, 19. 
And " because I live ye shall live also.^^ Here let as 
regard 
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1. The Origin — 2, Manifestation— -and 3, Consum- 
mation OF THE Christianas life. 

I. The Origin, Christ is its source — ^^'I am the 
way, the troth, and the life.^' ^' In him was life, and the 
life was the light of meu.'^ " This is the promise, that 
God hath given to ns eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son." *' Ye are dead, and yonr life is hid with Christ in 
God.^' Consonant with all this 

1. Ht8 Gospel reveals the nay of life. His own 
life was the way — be tanght it — revealed it — " For life 
and immortality were brought to light by the Gospel." 
" I am come that ye might have life," &c. 

2. Hia death is the procuring cause of life* One 
writer has remarked, *' That tlie world may be regarded 
as one vast prison, and all the hnman family as prisoners 
nnder sentence of death, and moving along in chains to 
eternal death." How appropriate the lines of Milton, 
'^ Man • with his whole posterity mnst die,^^ <&c. Jesns 
said, " Lo, 1 come,'' &c. " I lay down my life for my 
sheep." " For when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, much more, &c. By his 
sacrifice and death, he obtained eternal redemption for ns. 

3. His resurrection insures this life, ** For because 
I live," &c. " As the father raiseth up the dead," &c. 
** He died for our sins, and rose again for our jnstifi- 
cation." « I am the resurrection and the life," &c " As 
thou bast given him power," <&c. 

11. Its manifestations. Life is defined by what it 
does, rather than what it is ; and this is the only mode of 
ascertaining many other things : we learn their nature 
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by their developement, manifestations^ actions. If we 
consnlt works on the physiology of man^ we find life pre- 
sented to ns in the following particulars^ 

1. lAfe counteracts the common laws ofgramty^ (i. e.) 
the tendency of all bodies to the earth — this is universal, 
and things without life, have always this tendency : a per. 
son dying in the street, would immediately fall to the 
ground— now life, is the counter-action of this law — man 
can walk upright during its healthful flow : not like a 
dead, inert mass, and tending to the centre of gravity; 
but a living, moving, upright thing — how fitly this 
describes man in his moral, as well as physical condition, 
in his sinful state, he his dead — as such his tendency 
is to the earth — of the earth, earthly — but in the infusion 
or generation of spiritual life, there is the counteraction of 
this earthly tendency — he gets up out of the dust, and 
from the dunghill, and stands and walks erect \ and as 
an evidence of life, his aspirations have an upward ten- 
dency — sets his affections on things above — his earthly, 
sensual, and devilish propensities, are destroyed — he 
breathes after diviner things. 

''As rivers to the ocean ruxi) 

Nor stay in all their course; 
As fire ascending seeks the sun. 

Both speed them to their source; 
So a soul that's horn of God, 

Pants to see his glorious face; 
Upward tends to his ahode, 

To rest in his emhrace." 

2. Life reaiata the influence of mechanical power. 
There are certain laws, by which mechanical power can 
be calculated, so as to know what amount of force ia re- 
quisite, to set in motion a body at rest, and also what 
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aatagonistic force is necessary to stop its progress: bat 
vhere life exits, and the will is free, man can resist 
mechanical power, to the utmost of his own antagonistic 
strength. And so when Jesus sajs, '^Because I live, ye 
shall live also,^' No mechanical power can hold him 
down, or prevent the fanning of his lungs, or the pul- 
sations of his heart after spiritual things. Kings, ty- 
rants, persecutors, have done their utmost by fines, im- 
prisonments, sconrgings, gibbets, fires, and all the me* 
chanical applicances commandable, to hinder the believer 
from living, but could never effect it — ^have taken away 
natural life, but not the life of Christ. They have lived 
ill spite of chains, and dungeons, and demon power — ^for 
when Jesus has said to Lazarus, '' Come forth, and to the 
prisoners, shew yourselves,^^ — no mechanical power can 
hold them down — " Ye sJiall live also." 

3. Life prevents decompoaition. If life be destroyed, 
the body decays— putrefaction ensues — ^it will be resolved 
into its original elements, or assume new forms of gas- 
eous structure, &c. 

There is a beautiful analogy, between this property of 
organic life, and that which is spiritual* It is only when 
the life of religion declines, that professors exhibit those 
withering, decaying, decomposing qualities, which are 
too often seen — there can be no withering of the graces, 
while the life of Jesus reigns witliin — no decadence of 
energy — no decomposition of the affections, while the 
spiritual life is in full play— life — spiritual, heavenly life, 
the inspiration of Jesus Christ, while maintained in its 
healthful flow, will prevent any declension of piety. 
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4. Life modifies the influence of heat and cold* 
Hence the capabilities of the bod 7 to stand, nnder the 
burning sun of India, and live among the icy mountains 
of Greenland — it gives an indurating power to the body, 
so that the extremes of climate, do not render inoperative, 
the vital functions. 

And so the life of Jesus in the soul, gives a power of 
endurance to its possessor, against the hot blasts of per- 
secution, and the cold damps of brotherly unkindness — 
the fierce winds of demonized humanity, and the frozen 
affections of false friends — the life of Jesus in the soul, 
can render it indurate to reproach, suffering, imprison- 
ment, and death: can sing in a prison, as Paul and 
Silas — call a bed of flames, a bed of roses, as the 
martyrs — *^ Like Moses' bbsh to mount the higher, and 
flourish unconsumed in fire,^ — and triumph, in being 
counted worthy to suffer for the sake of Jesus — '< A life 
that pain and death defies, most vigorous when the body 
dies.^ Ye shall live also. 

5. Life effects constant changes in the body, by de^ 
position and absorption. There is a necessity for food, 
to supply the waste of the system continually going on — 
a deposition of new matter, so that the tissues, muscles, 
bones — may increase, grow, enlarge — until the child 
becomes a youth, and onward to mature life. 

So in spiritual life — there is to be a continual depo- 
sition of new material — an enlargement, expansion, 
growth of the entire spiritual man — from the weakness 
of an infant, to a young man, and a father in Christ — 
'< Till we all come in the unity of the faith. <&c. — Now 
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to effect sacli an increase, <&c« snitable provision and 
means are supplied — Jesus sajs^ ** As the livingr Father, 
&c. John 6—37. Paul— << I am crucified with Christ, 
nevertheless I live,^^ (&c. Gal. 2 — 20. He that gave this 
life will sustain it — ^for because I live, &o. ^* I am the 
bread of life.'* 

Its Consummation. — 1. Ye shall live — It is certain, 
because Jesus lives — ^'Now is Christ risen from the 
dead."* <' I am the resurrection and the life,^^ <&c. 

2. Ye shall live vnih me — ** I go to prepare a place 
for yoa.^ '' When Christ who is our life shall appear,^^ 
&c. « To live is Christ— to die gain." *« Father I will, 
that they whom thou hast given me be with me where 1 
am,^ dc. 

3. Shall live with me for ever — this is the glorious 
consummation — '' I am he that liveth and was dead,^' <&c. 
A life begun in time, perpetuated through this mortal 
life, and consummated in eternity. 

APPLICATION. 

Believers, see your glorious privileges — what more exalt- 
ed and blessed than to live with Christ. ** In his pre- 
sence there is fulness of joy," &c. 2. Live nearer — 
each day and hour of life be spent in deeper communion 
with him. 3. Let all begin to live— seek not life from 
any other source. To whom can we go— he has the 
words of eternal life. 
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THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL HID. 



'* But if oar Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost; in 
whom the God of this world hath blinded the minds of them which 
Veliere not, lest the light of the glorioas Gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them." — 2 Cor. iv. 3—4. 



1. The Apostle shews in the preceding chapter, the 
distinguishing superiority of the Gospel, to the law of 
Moses, 6 — 7. This is a subject of paramount importance. 
The Gospel is founded on man^s fallen state ; of ihis, no 
proof is necessary, it is as clear as the shining of the 
sun : man is fallen, how is he to be raised ; guilty, miser- 
able, polluted, exposed to death ; whither can he turn 
for help. If he have recourse to natnre, will she inform 
him ? To human reason^ will that guide him ? To the 
law, what is its oracular response ? *^ The soul that 
sinneth shall die." It is " the ministration of death.'* 
Turn then to tlie gospel ; ushered into the world by che- 
rubic hosts, with " Glory to God in the highest," &c. 
Take away the gospel, and in vain you ask the question, 
** What must I do to be saved." Viewing the gospel 
thus, we shall see that it is 

I. Distinguished by the magnificence of its 
DESIGN. What is its design ? To save a world ! To 
accomplish this, there seems a concentration of all that 
is stupendous in design, sublime in wisdom, magnificent 
in grandeur, and benignant in love. Looking at the vast 
multitudes around, }iow vast the project : how magnifi- 
cent the scheme of human redemption. For this, it was 
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needful tbat one wonderful in counsel, should undertake 
the prophetic office ; to teach man the way to heaven. 
This was the distinctive designation of the Messiah. 
^'His name shall we called wonderful, counsellor/' 
&c, A project so mag^nificent, required an apparatus of 
means and agents, comparable to its vast design. It is 

II. Distinguished ab a developement of incom- 
parable LOVE. It is " the revelation of the mystery, 
kept secret since the world began ; but is now made 
manifest.^' Jesus announces it, in language of glowing 
light. ^' God 80 loved the world,'^ &c. 

There was humanity, dashed and broken by the fall ; 
prostrate, bleeding, dying ; no eye to pity, no arm to 
save, weltering in his sin, and in his blood ; it was then, 
that " God was manifest in the flesh.^' His own arm 
brought salvation. O ! why that stoop so great ; that 
life of sorrow ; that agony in Gethsemane ; that igno- 
miny and death, of the Son of God ? It was for us men, 
and for our salvation. 

^ See from his hands, his feet, and side, 
Sorrow and love flow mingling down." 

No benevolence can be like this, *' Greater love can no 
man shew,*' &c. *' Herein is love," &c. 

** Amazing pity, grace unknown. 
And love beyond degree." 

III. — It is distinguished as a dispensation of 
light and glort. — The gospel, as contra-distinguished 
from the law, is fitly spoken of as a light : far superior^ 
and of surpassing excellence. The state of the world 
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previons to its introdaction, was one of darkness ; spiritnal 
night : more deep, more dense, more palpable, than that 
of Egjpt. For '* darkness covered the earth/^ &c 
Bat in the rising of the *' snn of righteousness,^ more 
than 1800 years ago, the glorious prophecy, Isa. ix. 2, 
was fulfilled. '' That was the true light," &c. << A light 
to lighten,^^ <&c. " For through the tender mercy,^ <&c. 

The expression, *^ Light of the glorious gospel joi 
Christ, who is the image of God,^^ is peculiarly appropri- 
ate, as CoL i. 15. << He was the brightness,^^ &c. *' And 
the word was made flesh,^^ &c. 

And this illustrates, the glory of that gospel of which 
he is the sum and substance^ and therefore that beautiful 
and apposite simile, ** I am the light of the world.^^ 

2. The mournful fact here intimated — That however 
distinguished the gospel is, or clearly it shines, its efful- 
gent beamings are lost on some — ** It is hid.^^ — Unap- 
preciated, not cared for, not embraced by thousands. 

The ''lost.^^ Not fallen angels, nor lost spirits in hell, 
but those who are yet within the reach of mercy — such 
as are referred to by Christ, when he says he came to 
** Save the lost.'*^ This will specially apply 

1, To the infidel ; 2, the sceptic ; and 3, comprehends 
an who rest short of an interest in its blessings. 

3. The reason aaeignedjor this. ^^ In whom the God 
of this world," i&c. This must be Satan — '' The prince 
of the power of the air/^ — and is in strict accordance with 
his attempts to hinder the success of the gospel. 

1. He excites strong prejudices against the truth. 
2. Generates unbelief. 3. Superinduces self-conceit. 
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4. Dependance on fancied merit. 5. Persaades to pro- 
crastination, &c, 

4. The effect of this on the minds of sinners. 1. Con- 
firmed hardness^ Eph. iv. — 18 — 19. 2. Greater hatred 
to the light, John iii. — 18 — 19. 3. Less inclination to 
hear and receive the gospel. 

APPLICATION. 

1. The superior light of the gospel^ involves its neg- 
lecters in more tremendoas guilt. " For the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven,*' &c. 

2. What reception have yon given to it ? Has it been 
a beacon, warning you of danger, and lighting your 
pathway to a brighter world ; if so, rejoice, inasmuch 
as that ** God who commandeth the light,'^ &c. 6 v. 
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PHARISAICAL RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

** For I say unto you, that except yoar righteoosness, shall ex- 
ceed the righteousoess of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no 
case enter into the kingdom of heaven." — Matt. t. 20. 

Notice here the speaker — audience — situation — and 
the great lessons taught. In our Lord's time, the Pha- 
risees were a very considerable, and influential sect; 
among them were the scribes or doctors of the law, 
lawyers— who copied the law for the people, sat in Moses 
chair to expound the law. The word pharisee, signifies 
seperatist I ihey took this name from separating from the 
2 E 
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rest of the Jews, 144 years before Chrisf, on account of 
the national corraption ; with a view of restoring the 
pure worship of God — but in the time of Christ, they had 
greatly degenerated into mere formalism and hypocrisy ; 
hence the most cutting rebukes, and dreadful woes, he 
elsewhere denounces. Observe 

L In what the righteousness of the Pharisees 
CONSISTED. There was in them much that was commend- 
able ; of which many at the present day are deficient, 
and yet expect the kingdom of heaven. 

1. They mere strict in the observance of set times of 
prayer. The parable given by our Lord, Luke 18, con- 
cerning the Pharisee and the Publican, will supply us 
with some of the tilings of which they could boast— they 
went to the temple to pray ; they prayed also in the 
streets ; in the houses they visited ; and frequently at 
home. 

2. JFere very abstemious in their lives. Their fastings 
were frequent, besides twice in the week, as Mondays 
and Thursdays ; they subjected themselves to considerable 
austerities, and denied themselves many indulgences. 

3. JFere remarkable for their conformity to the lam. 
The law uf God was much consulted ; numerous traditions 
grafted upon it, were also conformed to ; hence Paul is a 
specimen—'^ After the most straitest sect of our religion, 
I lived a Pharisee." <^ Taught according to the perfect 
manner of the law of the fathers.^' ** As touching the 
law, a Pharisee.^' '^ Touching the righteousness of the 
law, blameless/* 

4. From the gross sins of the age, they abstained* No 
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extortioner! not mijnst, no adalterer, nor even as this 
pnblican ; they did no harm : this is more than many 
professing christians can say : and yet it is the plea of 
many in the world, that they never did anybody any harm, 
and therefore expect to go to heaven. 

5. fFere very zealous in the propagation of their 
religion. Wonld compass sea and land, to make one 
proselyte — so Paul — '* Zealous toward God, as ye are 
this day.'^ " Concerning zeal, persecating the ohnrch.^* 
So conscious that he was right, and all others wrong ; 
that he most strenaonsly sought to bring others to his 
way of thinking. 

6. Were not churlish in their support of the cause of 
God, ** Gave tithes of all they possessed/^ were profuse 
in their alms to the poor, from the saving virtue they sup- 
posed connected with such deeds ; that they would merit 
the favour of God. Is it not difficult for christians to 
say as much of their own support of the cause of God ? 

XL Wherein must our righteousness exceed 

THEIRS. 

1 • // must be internal. It is amazing to what extent 
externalism may prevail, and how far it may carry the 
individual, in the most zealous and self-denying acts : what 
a reproof, xxiii. — %5 — 28. The spirit lost in the letter ; 
the substance in the shade ; our righteousness must be 
*' Truth in the inward parts." 

2. // must he spiritual. Theirs was carna), 'Moved 
the praise of men.^^ <' Appeared unto men io fast.^^ 
'' Sounded the trumpet, &c., to be seen of men.^ Our 
piety must be spiritual ; love to God, the moving, inciting 
cause ; all we do, must be from love to God, 
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3. It must be impartial. With all their scrapnlous at- 
tention to the externals of religion^ there was a lament- 
able defection in other things^ read xxiii. — ^23, Panctili- 
oas in little things and the ritnals of the law^ 6lc,, yet 
to the practice of the moral law, they were strangers ; onrs 
mast be, not only the catting off of a few evils, bat a 
*^ laying the axe to the root of the tree,^^ <&c. Not only 
the performance of some good, bat the observance of all 
the commands of God, as 18 — 19. 

<« Our full consent, oar whole desires, 
Our undivided hearts." 

4. Must have another ground of trust " They trusted 
in themselves,^* &c. Deficient as was their practice, lax 
as were their doctrines, they expected eternal life there- 
by, ** But I say,^' text. Man is not accepted on the 
gronnd of his own righteousness, — ** For there is none 
righteous," — ^he is jastified through the righteousness of 
another. "By his knowledge, sliall mj righteous ser- 
vant justify many." There is no other ground of trust, 
save the righteousness of Jesus Christ ; which is *^ unto 
all, and upon all them that believe.^ 

5. Must exceed theirs in its fruits. It left the heart 
unsubdued, and they were characterized by pride and vain 
boasting. " God I thank thee.'' '' Stand off, I am holier 
than thou." *' Despised others." Ours must bring us 
into the dust : what have we that we have not received. 



" I nothing have, I nothing am, 
My trust is in the bleeding lamb.' 
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APVLICATION. 

1. The kingdom of heaven will not be occnpied without 
a righteousness ; man has it not in himself. ** By one 
man's disobedience/^ &c. Nothing that is nnholy> or 
that maketh a lie, can have admission there. 

2. Pharisaical righteousness is insufficient; they ''shut 
up the kingdom of heaven/^ xxiiL — 13. '' All our right- 
eousnesses are as filthy rags, and we are all as an unclean 
thing.'' 

3. The imputed righteousness of Christ, receivable by 
faith, will open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
" The Lord, our righteousness.'^ " Be found in him,'' 
<&c. '< I will walk in the strength of the Lord God," &c. 
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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP. 

<* We will go with yon, for we have heard that God is with yon.* 
Zecb. Tiii. 23. 

CoMMENTiiTORS are not all agreed as to the application 
of this passage: it may however be regarded, as an ap- 
plication on the part of anxious enquirers, to the church 
of Christ, for church communion. 

Let us ask 

I. Whither the Church is traveluno. II. 
What is implied in the resolution : and IIL 
What is the reason alleged. 

I. Whither is the Church travelling. The 
true Israel, like the ancient, may be considered as leaving 
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the land of bondage, where they have long groaned 
nnder a cruel taskmaster : &c. they find themselves 
however in the wilderness ; in an enemy's country : they 
have not merely the king and the Egyptian host behind, 
but hearts naturally fearful, and unbelieving : they need 
therefore, encouragement and society. To this end little 
companies are formed^ societies gathered, churches 
planted, leaders and ministers appointed, who receive 
the word from God's mouth, and speak it unto the people. 
And now, confederated as a band of brothers, they on- 
ward march to the promised land, a land flowing with 
more than milk and honey — ^burdened with more than 
pomegranites, olives, and grapes; more than flocks in 
every pasture ; rivers in every valley ; flowers in every 
pathway ; sweets in every zephyr. There is no scorch- 
ing sun, nor winter's blast ; the wild tornado is never 
seen ; pitfalls and graves are never dug ; bodies never 
decay ; afflictions never visit ; mourning is never heard ; 
sighs are never heaved ; clothing grows not old ; the sun 
never declines ; clouds never dim the sky of that better 
land. O glorious hope ! O perfect joy ! O sights en- 
chanting! O bliss supreme! to which they journey! 
from sin to holiness ; tribulation to peace ; tnrmoil to 
rest ; sorrow to joy ; earth to paradise ; hell to heaven. 

« We are travelling home to heayen above ; 
Will yoo go, will you go." 

Some, perhaps, thankful for the dangers escaped, and the 
prospects held out ; are saying, yes, ** we will go with 
you." 
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11. What does this resolution imply. 1. That 
you are coming to a wise conclusion. It is wisdom thas 
to act ; it is real insanity to go to hell. It is wise od 
your own account^ that of yoar family, and of the world. 
Wisdom has long been crying, '' How long ye simple 
ones, c&c. Prov. i. 20—22. 

2. A noble determination. Ton know there will be 
much to oppose yon, many inflaences, connections, in- 
terests ; your family, the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
Like Christian in the Pilgrim^s Progress ; some will be 
crying <' Come back, Come back.'^ But putting your 
fingers in yoar ears, you say Lirs! Life! Eternal 
Life! also like Ruth to her mother-in-law. 

3. It indicates a disposition to renounce the world. 
The children of God are distinguished for this ; they pass 
through it as strangers and pilgrims; their motto is, 
'' Love not the world,^ &c. Like Moses, they " choose 
rather to snffer affliction,^ &c. Staff in hand, they 
journey to another country. 

4. // betokens a ready submission to God's discipline. 
This is not so with the carnal mind, ** It is enmity to 
God.^^ You take the ''yoke and burden of Christ upon 
you.^ You leave your former master, and enter the 
service of another. 

5. It evinces an earnest desire for Christian fellowship. 
To become associated with the people of God. Perhaps 
you have long desired it, but timidity, fear, or the want 
of a convenient opportunity, has induced you to postpone 
it to another time. But now, when with Moses we are 
saying, *' We are journeying to a country, of which the 
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Lord hath said^ I will give it joa. Come thou with ns/^ 
f&c. You cheerfully respond to the invitation, and say, 
« We will go with jou,"' c&c. We hail you welcome : 
give you the right hand of fellowship : you shall become 
fellow pilgrims to that happy land. 

III. The reason alleged. *' We have heardy^&c. 
This is the truth ; yon have not been wrongly informed ; 
we journey not alone ; God is with us. 

I. In his pramiae. " Wherever two or three," &c 
'* The Lord loveth tlie gates of Zion," &c. *< Wherever 
T[iy name is recorded,'' &c. With us as 

2. Our guide. " My presence shall go with thee,*' 
f&c. and so impressed are we with the necessity of this, 
that we say, *^ Thou shalt guide us with thy counsel," &c, 

3. As our defence* ^' In the pillar of cloud by night" 
** No weapon formed against thee shall prosper,'* (&c. 

41 Aa our refuge, *^ The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower," &c. " I will say of the Lord, thou art my re- 
fuge." 

5. Aa our provider. *' Bread shall be given, and 
water shall be sure." " Trust in the Lord and do good," 
&c. *' Fear thou not, for I am with thee," c&c. 

6. Aa the great Captain of our Salvation. He goes 
before us ; clears our way ; we fight under his banner ; 
are armed with bis armour ; are strong in his strength ; 
and victorious through the blood of the Lamb. 

As our watchful guardian, he never sleeps: as oar 
faithful guide, he never wanders : as our wise teacher, he 
never errs : as our sure defence and refuge, he never 
shrinks : as our Almighty provider, he never fails. 
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APPLICATION. 

1. If this be so, what and whom have we to fear? 
'' If God be for as, who can be against ns,^ <&c. 

2. Let the heavenly pilgrim rejoice. '* Who shall 
separate yon from the love of Christ ?^' ** None shall plnck 
them ont of my hand.^ 

3. Anxious enquirer be encouraged. Be at once de- 
cided ; yon will have a hearty welcome. You are not 
coming *' to the mount that might be touched,^ &c. 
Heb. xii 18, &e. 

4. Sinner be cautious, be careful how you meddle with 
those for whom God has so much care. 



Plan XII. 

LIGHT SHINING IN DARKNESS. 

" For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the kno^edge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." — II. Cor. It. 6. 

In the previous verses the Apostle meets the objections 
which might be raised against his statements in the pre- 
ceding chapter, concerning the bright, and efFtilgent 
beamings of the gospel in the world ; such objections 
might be presented by such as had sat under the gospel 
ministry ; they had seen none of its glorious rays, and 
were in no wise sensible of its radient, lucid, powerful 
contrast, and distinctive beauties, as distinguished from 
the law. 

Well the Apostle would say, " But if our gospel be 
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hid/' &c. Bat wliile it is trae tliat there are many 
( whose eyes are closed^ understanding darkened, and 
heart hardened throogh, &c. permitted to lie in the region 
and shadow of death : under the dominion of the god of 
this world : yet there are others of whom it may be said, 
'^ Blessed are your eyes, for ye see/' &c. But the reason 
why the gospel, thoogh hid to some« and not to others is, 
'' Because God, who commanded the light," &c 
In the explication of this passage observe — 
T. The Saints' previous darkness implied. 

II. The source of his illumination stated. And 

III. The glorious discoveries indicated. 

T. The Saints' previous darkness implied. As 
it respects his natural condition, he was as deeply involved 
in darkness and death, afl others ; as mnch a child of the 
night, and of wrath. He stood in the same position ; 
as deeply sunk; as far gone astray; as fast bound in 
fetters of iron; as closely shut up in sin and unbelief; 
ignorance, sin, and unbelief, in which the darkness of 
the mind consists, were as surely the elements of his 
character, as others. This is weU established by the 
Apostle. Ephes. iv. 18. *' Having the understanding 
darkened/' dl:c. The gross darkness, that covered the 
minds of the people, had spread its pall of night over 
theirs. Even they, who are now light in the Lord, were 
sometimes darkness. The fellowship which others have 
with the narks of darkness, they once delighted in. By 
the powers of darkness, in which others are held, they 
were as strongly bonnd. Tbey ^a^in darkness. Walked 
in darkness. \^ Loved darkness ratber than light," &c. 
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Such was once the condition of those to whom reference 
is made in the text. Notice 

If. The source of their illumination stated. 
** For God who commanded/' <&c. In reference to these 
the darkness is now past, and the true light now shineth. 
The darkness of ignorance, sin, and unbelief, is dis- 
sipated ; and now it is dajf. But this is a state of mind, 
and change of circumstances, which must not by any 
means induce high-mindedness, as though they were of 
superior discernment : had a more vivid mental eye, or 
greater love to the gospeL Their prison house was never 
illuminated by any phenomena of nature: intelligence 
of mind : emissions of reason : rays of philosophy : in- 
ductions of science. If the gospel is not now hid ; if 
satan, the god of this world, does not now hold them in 
the powers of darkness, it is no merit of theirs. ** For 
God who commanded,^^ &c. The dungeon in which they 
were immured would never have admitted a single ray of 
light, if He, who is the liglit, had not entered it. Their 
obscurity of vision would never have been chased ; the 
vail upon their hearts rent ; if the sun of righteousness 
had not risen, with healing under his wings. Ignorant 
of the true God; own character; supreme good, &c« 
they would have so remained. " But God," &c. 

The emblem employed in the text, " light,'^ is most 
beautiful and apposite. Without light even the organs 
of vision would be of no avail. 

Tha Apostle carries us, in idea, to the creation of the 
world, when the earth was without form and void ; the 
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darkness upon the face of the great deep. And at the 
Almighty fiat " Let there he light ^^ and there was light ; 
the darkness fled ; he spake and it was done, he com- 
ananded and it stood fast. 

If we pnrsae the analogy, we perceive 

1* That the darkness preceded the liffhU So in man. 

2. That it tms the jfiret thing produced out of the 
chaoe. So in man. What is beauty, order, colour, 
symmetry, without light. The gospel may be pare ; holi- 
ness beautiful; vice deformed; heaven attractive; but 
until the light dawns upon the mind ; we have eyes, but 
see not,^^ &c. Must be drawn out of our dungeon, and 
have '* the eyes of the understanding enlightened,^' that 
dsG. Eph. L 18. 

3. Light was the effect of Almighty Power. He 
said *' Let,^ &c. He willed, appointed, and commanded, 
and it was immediate. So the light that shines in the 
heart, is of divine origin ; wrought by the power of his 
word; the moving of his spirit on the chaos of the mind. 
'' He brings to light the hidden things of darkness.^^ 
'^ Translates the soul out of darkness. Turns our dark* 
ness into day.^^ 

4. The light he commanded to pervade the world, v>€ta 
an emieaion of his own nature. For it is emphatically 
said, « He is the father of lights." " He is light/' &c. 
So is the shining into the heart an impartation of his own 
nature ; an impression of his own image, so that they 
become '^ new creatures,'^ being '' renewed in the spirit 
of their mind.^ 

III. The qLORiocJS discoveries indicated. *' Tq 
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give the light/^ &c. The glorious cQunsels of God^ and 
the knowledge of his glorious salvation by Jesus Christ: 
or the glorious gospel of Jesus Christy ** who is the image 
of the invisible God." 

The /ace of Jesus Christ, means his person and offices ; 
as our Prophet, Priest, and King. And the knowledge 
given, is that experimental acquaiutance with divine 
things which effects the glorious transformation of cha- 
racter spoken of. 

Such glorious discoveries are made to man, in the face 
of Jesus Christ; or in his person and offices, as to induce 
the most rapturous joy, and the holiest aspirations. Light 
is pure, beautiful, cheering, and there is so much of it in 
the face of Jesus Christ as could scatter all the ignorance, 
sin, sorrow, and want, of which men are susceptible. 
For just as the rays of light converge in one common 
centre, and then widiely diffuse their glorious beams 
around all nature; so in the face of Jesus Christ, the 
sun of righteousness, do all the rays converge, wlfich can 
scatter the world^s more than Egyptian darkness. 

Many blessed discoveries are thus made to man ; such 
as pardon for the guilty, liberty for the enslaved ; salva- 
tion for the lost ; holiness for the defiled, &c. " for the 
spirit takes of the things of Christ, and shews them unto 
us." That such rays of light concentrate in Jesus is 
clearly stated. Luke iv. 18 — 21. 

Such glorious discoveries thus begun, are constantly 
increasing, as Eph. i. 17 — 20, until " we all with un- 
veiled face, behold as in a glass, the glory of the 
Lord," &c. 
F 2 
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IPPLICATfON. 

L We Bee thai the seat of true religion ia the heart. 
Not the head only or the intellect, ** bat Christ in yon 
the hope of glory." 

2. Salvation ia all of grace. "Oh to grace how 
great a debtor/^ 

3. The light which shines within is to have a reflex 
influence. '< Let your light so shine,^' &c. '^ Be harm- 
less," &c. " Shew forth the praises,** &c. 

4. Let all arise and shine, Jesas is the light of the 
world. He came *^ to give light to them that sit in 
darkness." '< Awake, thoa that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead, and Christ shall give thee light." 
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THE QUINTESCENT GRACE. 

<< But the fruit of the Spirit is lovc^—Gal. r. 2t. 

The most simple and comprehensive definition of re- 
ligion, is Love. Beligion has ten thousand charms and 
excellences, and may be represented in a variety of aspects ; 
bat after all it merges into this one principle : from this 
radiates as from a centre, all the other excellences of the 
christian character. It has been graced with all the 
blandishments of literature, snrronnded with poetic 
flowerets, and decked with sparkling gems ; but the 
principle, the essence of religion, is Love. Notice 
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I. The source. IL Thb MiNiFESTiTioKS. Ahd hi. 
The peculiarities, of this quintbscemt grice. 

I. The source. It is divine ; a froit of the spirit : 
the spirit of God. There is one troth most prominent, 
** God is love.^^ — This then is its source, spring, foontain ; 
that it does not flow from haman spontaneity is evident, 
as Den. zxx. 6. Some one has remarked, '< Love acts 
from him as its author, far him as its master, and to him 
as its end. ** He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, 
and God in him.'^ As God is its author, so is he the 
principal object of it. ** From the derivation of the word 
love, we gather its meaning ; it is the soul cleaving to, 
affectionatelj admiring, and closely resting in God ; su- 
premely pleased and satisfied with him, as its portion.^^ 
" Thou Shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heaYt,"" 
&e. " Whom have I in heaven but thee,^ &c. This 
is not man^s natural tendency; he hates God— but being 
<'bom again of the spirit," he proves that, ^'the fruit of 
the spirit is love.^^ 

The manifestations of love. These have respect 
both to God and man ; we speak now of those respecting 
the former— love to God, is evinced. 

1. By prompt and cheerful obedience to hie wilL 
Doing what God commands, and avoiding what he forbids. 
''This is love, that we walk after his commandments." 
When love is inspired into the heart, it becomes active ; 
it warms and invigorates the recipient; impelling to the 
discharge of eyery duty with cheerfulness, and to endure 
every trial with fortitude : our love is tested by obedience* 
'' If ye love me keep my commandments.^' Evinced 
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2. By abstaining from everything that would grieve 
him. To pretend that we love God^ while we wilfully 
offend hioiy is monstrously absurd ; we should not receive 
such a statement^ in reference to an earthly friend or 
parent ; real love to God will g^ive a bias to the mind, to 
strive to please him in everything ; not to do so, is not 
to love. Are we sufficiently sensitive on this point? 
Evinced 

3. By permanent and practical consecration to his 
service. This will comprise all we have and all we are, 
body, soul, and spirit. Thus much is implied in the first 
and great command, " Thou shalt love," c&c. " Ye are 
not your own," &c. This ** fruit of the spirit is love." 
Constant, permanent, obedient, self-sacrificing, supreme 
love* to God. 

III. The peculiarities of thisquintkscent grace. 
We would here especially refer to its practical exhibition 
towards man. There is no grace of the spirit so highly 
extolled, so strongly commended, so frequently enforced, 
as this. What an incomparable portrait the Apostle has 
drawn of it, 1 Cor.xiiL How just her proportions, how 
beautiful her lineaments, how heavenly her bearing : — 
and so essential to the christian character, that without 
it, the most flaming pretensions are but ^'as sounding 
brass and a tinkling cymbal.^^ It must be 

1. Discriminating love. Especially love to the breth- 
ren : for while the injunction is, ** Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself," it is made a specific and discrimin- 
ating test of our love to Christ, that christians " love one 
another.'" « By this shall all men know," c&c. *' We 
know that we have passed from death un to life," c&c* 
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2. Universal lave* The very genias of oar holy re- 
ligion is sach, that Jesns says, ** Loto year enemies, bless 
them that carse yon/^ <&c. '^ If a man say I love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a liar/^ 

3. Impartial love* Where the trne principle is culti- 
vated, it will prompt to say, << Grace be on all them that 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity/ — To give the 
right hand of fellowship to christians of different creeds. 

4. Forbearing love. 1 Cor. xiii. 4 — 7 ; also, Eph. 
iv. 2. " Forbearing one another in love." — Why should 
christians, the essence of whose religion is love, yet shew 
so much readiness to receive offence ; so little forbearance 
towards each others peculiarities ? It is the want of love. 

5. Forgiving love* " Forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ's sake, has forgiven you." "Lord, how oft 
i^all my brother sin ? " Ac, Matt. xviiL 21—22. « For- 
give us our trespasses, as,'^ &c. 

6. Communicating love. 1 John iii. 16 — IT. " Pure 
religion and undefiled,^' &c. 

7. Love without hgpocriay* " Let your love be with- 
out dissimulation.^'- ''By love unfeigned.^' ''My little 
children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in 
deed and in truth.^^ 

8. Perfecting love. "For God hath not given the 
spirit of fear, but of love, and of a sound mind.^ " Herein 
is our love made perfect.^ — " There is no fear in love,'^ &c. 

APPLICATION. 

1. Are we breathing this heavenly atmosphere, and 
cultivating this distinguishing firuit of the spirit ? Pray 
a8Paul,PhiL].9— 11. 
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2. Oar enjoyment of God, will be proportioned to the 
inspiration of this grace 

3. Love will live and sing, when other graces are 
extinct. "A.nd now abideth," &c. 

4. To how many would the Saviour's words be applir 
cable, "Thou hast left thy first love." 

5. Sad is the condition of such as might be addressed 
as some of the Jews. ** I know you, that ye have not the 
love of God in you." 
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CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 

" Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom though now ye see 
him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of 
glory ; receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your 
souls."— 1 Pet. i. 8—9. 

How distinguished the privilege of thousands, who saw 
the day of Christ, nay looked upon him, " of whom Moses 
in the law, and the Prophets did write.^ Saw him in 
his lowly walks through life, and his more public mani- 
festations ; saw his lovely countenance, heard the melody 
of his lips, witnessed the affability of his manner, the 
spotlessness of his character, the power of his word, the 
efficacy of his touch. The first form which some eyes 
beheld, was that of him, who had turned their darkness 
into day. The first sounds which vibrated on some ears^ 
were the tones of his voice ; who, putting his fingers in 
their ears, cried Ephathah, be ye opened. The first 
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emotions ever expressed by some tongues, were in the 
praise of him who had given the power of articnlation to 
those dumb members. But alas ! how many thousands 
saw Christy <&c., who were not at all interested in him ; 
while there are thousands more, of whom it can be really 
said, '* Whom having not seen, ye love," &c 
Look at the christian — I. In his doings. II. In his 

ENJOYMENTS. AND III. 1n BIS INTERESTS. 

1. In his doings. He believes and loves- To behold 
Jesus was a privilege indeed ; but 1, faith atande to us 
instead of sight. Simply considered, says a writer of the 
present day, ** Faith is the belief of the truth, whicli 
God has revealed in the scripture, concerning Jesus 
Christ. It is never spoken of, but in connection with a 
testimony, a fact, or something as its object; it is not a 
fancy, a feeling, an assumption, a persuasion, but a prin- 
ciple ; it is tlie belief of that which is equally true, whe- 
ther believed or not t that which is designated the know- 
ledge of God, and the gospel of Christ, is a series of facts, 
exhibiting the character of God in relation to man ; while 
there is one fact, in which all the other facts meet as in a 
centre, (Viz.) the death of Christ, as an atonement for the 
sins of man ; required by infinite holiness, and provided 
by infinite love. The belief of these facts, is the belief 
oi the gospel ; the belief, faith, or credit of which, justi- 
fies the sinners person and sanctifies his heart.^^ 

2. It is the only medium me have of knotting Christ. 
It is "the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence 
of things not seen.^^ Thomas believed only on palpable 
evidence, when to doubt was impossible ; but Jesus made 
it an occasion of instruction to us. John xx.— 26 — ^92. 
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3. It is the only medium of communicaUng niih ChrisL 
It is by this instrament or means, that we '^ apprehend 
that for which we have been apprehended of Christ^ It 
is the eye that looks npoa Christ, and the hand that takes 
hold of him. The christian has thus believed in Christ. 

His lovb. This is a distinguishing trait of the chris- 
tian character, an inspiration divine. ''We love him 
because he first loved ns.^^ This love must be I. Constant. 
Tis not a flame, burning only occasionally with a lurid 
glare, and is then quenched ; though there may be differ- 
ent degrees of its intensity. ^Tis not a light, now bril- 
lianty and effulgent, and then lost in interminable night; 
although it may range in the quantity of light emitted, 
from the splendour of noon to the glow of eve. It must 
be 2. Supreme — above and beyond all other love. It is 
right to love our parents, partners, children, friends— 
they may be entwined around our hearts by a thousand 
tender ties ; but if the question were put, " Lovest thou 
me more than these ?^^ could we respond with Peter, 
*' Lord thou knowest,^ <&c. 

'* The heart with this love prepossessed, 
Most leare no room for any other guest** 

3. Love of entire devotedneas to Christ 'Tis not a 
mere profession, but a living, active, impelling principle^ 
leading to that devotedness implied in '' Ye a^e not 
your own, ye are bought with a price ; therefore,^^ dec. 
** Faith works by love." 

II. The christian in his enjotmbntb. ^'Rgoice 
with joy unspeakable,^ &e. " We joy in God." " Re* 



CHRISTIAN EXPERIRNCE. 69 

joice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice/^ 
Reason^ bsyblation, and experiescEi are in perfect 
accordance with this fact. 1. It is unspeakable. Lan- 
guage is too poor to ponrtray it ; thonght is too slow to 
conceive it. Could we have angePs tongnes^ or the 
tongnes of the brightest chernbim and seraphim, who 
bnni in ineffable splendour before the throne of light : 
even Gabriers harp would fail, and Michael and Raphael's 
lyres, though strung and struck to sound their highest 
notes, and this through millions of years, still it would 
be unspeakable. It is commensurable with the love by 
which we were redeemed ; and that can never be told. 
It is 

2. Full of glory. Its blessedness reaches beyond the 
present world ; it reaches the world of glory : and this 
can never be described. Paul was caught up thither, 
but what he saw and heard was unspeakable. However 
vast tlie capabilities of the human mind, or high it soars, 
or lofty its flights, or towering its imaginative powers, 
it is still ** in wandering mazes lost." *' For eye hath 
not seen," Ac. This we know, it is « fall of glory." 
Full of all that is exquisitely beautiful, and blissfully 
glorious. It is enhanced by the prospect of 

3. Gazing on the person of Christ. ** Thine eyes shall 
see the king in his beauty." This is heaven, to see him 
" whom having not seen we love." ! to gaze upon his 
person, bask in his smile, be changed into his image, be 
led by him to <' living fountains of water," &c. This is 
*' joy unspeakable,'^ Ac. 

III. In his interests. ** Receiving the eod," &c. 
e 



70 PLAN XV. 

This more especially regards the Christianas present 
possessions^ as well as its consummation in the fulness of 
glory. He has now received salvation : is saved : of this 
he is certain^ from (1) the regeneration he has undergone, 
3 V. (2.) The teatimony in his own spirit. *^ The Spirit 
beareth witness," c&c. (3.) The power and influence of 
it in bis life. 5 v. (4.) The freedom it confers. " Not 
the spirit of bondage," &c. (5.) The peace it bestows. 
" Being justified," &c. (6.) The prospect it unfolds. 
'* I know that my Redeemer liveth," &c. 

-APPLICATION. 

1. Believers put on your singing robes. " These 
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain 
in you, and that your joy might be full." 

2. Enquirer, see the order of the text. First believe, 
and then receive the end of your faith. 

3. Let us think less of earth, and more of the « glory 
that shall be revealed in us." " And rejoice inasmuch/* 
&c. I. Pet. iv. 13. 
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THE FAITHFUL MINISTER'S APPEAL. 

•'Therefore watch, and remember that by the space of three 
years, I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears/* 
—Acts XX. 31. 

The circumstances narrated in this chapter are deeply 
affecting ; bringing out many interesting traits of Paul ; 
his teaching, mode of life, disinterested motives, honesty 
of purpose, and his self-denying devotedness to the chris-. 
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fian ministry. We see too the warm and affectionate 
attachment subsisting between himself and the people — 
the chnrch at Ephesus was founded by this Apostle ; he 
fonnd twelve disciples there at his first visit ; and nn- 
merons conversions resulted from his labours, during the 
three years of his untiring zeal — since then, he had been 
far away preaching the gospel, and establishing other 
churches ; but now, he is returning to Jerusalem, and has 
called on his way at Miletus, and sent for the elders*of 
the church, to see how they do, and take a last farewell ; 
recites in their hearing all he had previously said and 
done among them, and appeals to their own consciences 
whether he had not been faithful. He afterwards wrote 
an epistle to this church, full of the most precious truths. 
And so also Jesus Christ sends another by his Apostle 
John, as Rev. ii. 1. 

There are many things which, although we are not 
Apostles, most ministers have in common with them. 
And although we have not the range of labour, or the 
plenitude of the spirit, or the glorious success which the 
Apostles had, we may evince something of the same 
spirit, be animated with the same zeal, influenced by^ 
the same motives, and seek the same glorious consum- 
mation ; though not called upon to practice the same 
amount of self-denial, endure the same persecution, suffer 
the same martyrdom ; yet-as Christian ministers it is our 
duty to imitate their example, imbibe the same spirit, 
and exhibit the same devotedness to the spread of the 
gospel through the world. In the recapitulation of his 
labours remember 
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I. How BARMESTLT HE HAD LABOURED. And tbis IS 

a work that should excite to the most ardent and impas- 
sioned devotement. The magnitude of onr object, and 
the glory of onr subject, as well as the tremendous re- 
sponsibilities of OUT position, demand onr utmost ener- 
gies and most ardent zeal ; with snch a theme ** Passion 
itself is reason/' '* So that whether we be beside our- 
selves, it is to God/' To be cold and formal in this, ia 
out of character in the Christian minister, remember 

II. How FAITHFULLY HE HAD DISCHARGED HIS DUTY. 

20, 21 Y. He did not use the ^* enticing words of man's 
wisdom," nor *' preached himself, but Christ Jesus the 
Lord." Had feared no man's frown, had courted no 
man's smile. And is not this the appeal we can make. 
Has there been any truth kept back : any trimming be- 
tween duty and its discharge: any doctrine shunned: 
any precept esteemed unimportant : any sin un rebuked : 
any sinner unwarned : any sonl left to perish for want 
of fidelity. HaYe we not testified to all the necessity of 
<' repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Remember 

JIL How DISINTERESTEDLY RE HAD LABOURED IN 

THE WORD AND DOCTRINE. 33, 34. He Said some- 
thing similar to this, I. Cor. x. 33. " Eycu as I please," 
&c. The serYants of Christ may surely be permitted to 
appeal to the consciences of those to whom they miniAter, 
as to their integrity, and the disinterested motiYes by 
which they have been influenced, as I Sam. xiL 2 — 5. 

How often do wicked men affirm that ministers ai^ 
influenced only by mercenary motives — mere pay — they 
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know nothing; of their disinterested benevolence: the 
constraining love of Christ: ardent solicitude for the 
salvation of souls: ministerial responsibility: or the 
" Woe be unto me,'' &c. But cannot we say, with as 
much propriety as the Apostle, "We seek not yours, 
but you," *' Have coveted no man's silver," c&c. Re- 
member 

lY. His UNREMITTING AND ARDUOUS ENGAGEMENTS. 

'< Ceased not to warn them n^ht and day" " from house 
to house." He was indefatigably devoted to the great 
and solemn work committed to his care. And cannot 
the faithful minister of Christ thus affirm; how constant, 
untiring, and persevering he has been in the work as- 
signed to him by the great head of the Church — ^by 
ministerial labours — by studious application — by pas- 
toral visitation ; seeking to know the personal circum- 
stances, afflictions, and sorrows, and joys of his people, 
that he might sympathize with them in trouble, weep 
with those who weep, and rejoice with those who rejoice. 
Instilling gospel truths, applying gospel promises, and 
ministering gospel consolations; exhorting, reproving, 
instructing, confirming, admonishing, as was most fitting 
and appropriate. Remember 

V. How TENDER AND AFFECTIONATE HAD BEEN HIS 

CONCERN. " Warned them night and day with tears." 
Had wept for those who never wept for themselves ; and 
had wept over the church too, foreseeing as he did, that 
false teachers would arise -, «* grievous wolves," «S:c. 29, 30. 
Wept at the mischiefs they would do, the schisms they 
would create, the flock they would scatter, and the fair 
G 2 
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hopes they would blast Sach affectionate concern and 
tender soiicitnde, well becomes the minister of Christ, 
eq[>eeially when we consider that many of our hearers 
will sink from beneath the preaching of the gospel, an- 
saved, into the yawning abyss of remediless woe^ *' For 
we are a sweet savor/' &c. So David wept — so Jere- 
miah — ^60 Jesus, '* when he came nigh the city.'' And 
how often have we to weep in secret places for many. 
Remember 

YI. How BOLD AND SOLEMN HAD BEEN HIS APPEALS. 

26, 27. The blood of sonls did not cleave to him. He 
had preached as one that had to give an account Threat- 
enings and duties, precepts and ordinances, law and 
gospel, had been faithfully presented ; and therefore if 
any perished ; it was not for lack of having declared ** the 
whole counsel of God.'' So with Moses, we ^ call heaven 
and earth to record this day against you," &c. Dea. 
XXX. 19. 

APPLICATION. 

1 . Such faithful ministrations have had a most solemn 
and momentous influence, either for weal or woe, on the 
eternal destiny of every hearer. So Jesus taught, Luke 
X. 10—16. 

2. How aggravated the misery of such as are left nn- 
improved. If it lift yon not to heaven, it will be as a 
millstone around your neck, to sink yon deeper into 
helL 

3. Over some of you we can rejoice. '' For what is 
our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing,'' Ac. 
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NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL. 

** For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
of Godnnto salvation to every one that helieveth." — Rom. i. 16. 

No man could gire moreincontestibleproof of the truth 
of this than the Apostle Paul : for ever since his conver- 
sion to God he had been engaged in publishing the 
glorious gospel of Christ. Even from Jernsalem^ round 
about to lUyricum, he had fully preached the gospel. 
Subject as he was to suffering, persecution^ perils, and 
extremity of danger ; driven from one city to another, 
and threatened with loss of life, still he was unwearied, 
unsubdued, undismayed. He was willing to sacrifice 
ease, and health, and life, so that he might fulfil this one, 
great, and glorious object most dear to his heart, preach- 
ing the gospel of Christ. So in the 15th v. *^ As much 
as in me iieth,^^ &c. Low as it was estimated by the 
majority of the Jews, for to them it was a stumbling 
block ; and weak and imbecile as it might appear to the 
aspiring Greek ; yet, since it pleased God by the foolish- 
ness of preaching, to save them that believe, he avows 
in the text that he was ^* not ashamed,^' i&c. 

T. WHiiT IS THE GOSPEL OF Christ? Nccd wc Stay 
to define it, and say, that it literally signifies ^ood news, 
glad ttdinga, such as were announced by the angel of the 
Lord to the wondering shepherds in the fields of Bethle- 
hem, at the Advent of the Son of God. '' Good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people.^' An an- 
nouncement which was ratified by the swelling chorus of 
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a legion of angelic spirits, sajing, ^* Glor j to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men/' 
This is the gospel, good news to men. Mark, however, 
some of its distinctive features. The gospel is to be re- 
garded. 

1. As a moat aatoniahtng revelation of the most sublime 
mystery. Whatever the patriarchs might know of the 
purposes of God, in the specific promises, which had re- 
spect to the Shiloh that was to come ; or whatever the 
Jews might understand of the meaning and intent of 
those sacrifices, which smoked upon their altars day by 
day ; or whatever light the Prophets might have, when 
they attuned their lyres in the exhibition and praise of 
him whose sufferings they proclaimed, and of the glory 
that should follow : it is evident that they lived under 
dispensations of comparative darkness, and the light 
they had was only a looming through the shadow, which 
indicated the good things that were to come. So that 
the Apostle very expressively affirmed, that the gospel 
he preached, was ** the revelation of the mystery which 
was kept secret since the world began, but now is made 
manifest,'^ &c. Rom. x vi. 2 5, 26. " The mystery which 
bad been hid from ages, and from generations, but now 
is made manifest to his saints.^^ This undoubtedly is 
the ^* great mystery of godliness ; God manifest in the 
flesh," &c. 

We regard the gospel 

2. As a wonderful exhibition of the matchless grace 
of God to the children of men. It is pre-eminently called 
** the gospel of the grace of God," exhibiting the abund- 
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ance, the tiches, yea, the exceeding xiehes of divine grace* 
It reveals the origin of man^s salvatioui and shoves that 
it originated in the abounding grace of God. That 
<' where sin abounded grace did mnch more aboand.^^ 
Man Ijing in his rained helpless condition by the fall, 
was pitied and rescued by the sovereign spontaneous 
grace of God, who devised the honourable expedient by 
which he could justly receive the sinner back to favour 
and life. How graphically is this pourtrayed by the 
prophet Ezekiel, xvi. 5, 6. See there his matchless 
grace, seen in the characters whom it embraces, and in 
the means employed, and the incomparable blessings it 
confers. We regard the gospel 

3. ^8 unfolding to ua that beautiful arrangement of 
means by nhich man can be restored to the hat image and 

Javour of God. " For therein is the righteousness of 
God revealed, from faith to faith,^' or God's method of 
saving sinners. Into what mazes and labyrinths might 
we plunge but for this. What groping in the dark in 
reply to the question *^ What must I do to be saved ?^ 
God has himself condescended to teach us his own way 
of having mercy on the vilest of Adam^s apostate race. 
It is embodied in this one text, ** God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. We regard the gospel 

4. As the only remedy for the ftorWs noes. Go where 
we will through the world, what forms of wretchedness, 
misery, and want everywhere salute our eyes. What 
an overwhelming tide of mental and moral degredation 
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and raio. What withered hopes, what perished joys, 
what whelming sorrows, what forms of rebellion against 
all that is heavenly and divine. Fraud, falsehood, dron- 
kenness, mnrder, ambition, avarice, prostitotion ; nay 
sin of every hue. And can a catholican be found for evils 
so aggravated, universal, debasing, and destructive as 
these, and rescue man from the eternal perdition to which 
his sin has rendered him liable. Does philosophy, rea- 
son, poetry, science, art, nature, reveal the wonderful 
specific that can turn this wilderness into a paradise, 
and this vale of tears into an Eden of bliss. Nay, the 
grand, the potent, the on^i/ remedy for such accumulated 
evils is in the gospel. '' For this purpose the Son of 
God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of 
the devil." We regard the gospel 

5. ^8 a suhlime scheme, to elevate man to more than 
his primeval glory, "We may mourn over the frailty of 
the first pair, in their sad disobedience, and its fruits. 
Tlieir sin effaced the image of God ; brought death into 
the world and all our woes ; expelled man from paradise ; 
and exposed him to God's eternal frown. But the gospel 
brings back to us more than we lost in Adam. It finds 
us fallen, but it elevates and dignifies. It finds ns 
debased, but it exalts us among the princes of God*s 
people. It finds us in prison, and it opens the doors. It 
finds us enslaved, and it bids us go free. Though covered 
with confusion, it displays a crown of ineffable glory. 
For the bowers of Eden we have mansions of celestial 
bliss. For the fruits of paradise, the hidden manna and 
nectarons draughts of the everflowing river of the water 
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of life. For the occasional visits of celestial messengersi 
their continuous society. And for the holj converse 
with God> an everlasting gaze upon his perfections^ and 
the worship of God and the Lamb. ^' For life and im- 
mortality have been brought to light by the gospel.^* 
We regard the gospel 

6. As unfailing in the transformation of character of ail 
who receive and believe it. *^ It is the power of God to 
salvation to every one that believeth.^' Every one, there is 
no exception^ there never was, and there never will be. 
Wherever it has been proclaimed, in al] lands, under every 
sky, among all nations, it is invariable in its transforming 
power, of them that believe it. Read its history in the 
New Testament. See its triumphs on the day of Pen- 
tecost, at Ephesus, Corinth, Rome, Pontus, Cappadocia, 
Bithynia, Asia ; from Jerusalem round about to Illyri- 
cum, it was '^ the power of God to salvation ;'^ and so 
has it been throughout the world. East, West, North, 
or South, it has never failed, where believed, in effecting 
a new creation ; in taming the raven to a dove, the 
lion to a lamb. O ! marvellous transformation ! '' In- 
instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and in- 
stead of the briar shall come up the myrtle tree,*' <&c. 
But this elevation, transformation, and salvation, is 
effected by '* the power of God.'' The gospel 

7. Brings " salvation to every one that helievethJ''* 
Salvation ! O word of thrilling import to every con- 
victed sinner. Salvation for the lost! What does it 
include ? ''A peaceful conscience, a reconciled father, 
the hope full of immortality, sweetening the bitterest 
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passages of life. The departiog saint looking at Jesns 
and smiling at death ; the spirit luade perfect, waiting 
the resarrection day with content; the meeting with 
Jesns in the clonds, a glorified body, the final absolution, 
the sentence of life, the shont of angels, entrance into 
paradise, enjoyment of God, world without end. The 
services of heaven, the fellowship of the saints, the love, 
peace, joy, rest, security, and glory of heaven^s triumph* 
ant throng, for ever and ever.*^ This is salvation ; and 
this the gospel brings *^ to every one that believeth.^^ 

II. IN'otice the great importance of faith in 
THE eosPRL. The gospel is all-powerful to save, but 
only to them that believe. Throughout the gospel 
faith is affirmed to be all-important. It is 1, Faith in 
Christ ; a belief of what God has said concerning his son. 

2, Faith is an implicit trust in Christ as a revealed saviour. 

3, Faith is the reception of Christ into the heart as God^s 
great gift to man. As our ** wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption. 4, Faith is the ex- 
clusion of all dependence on human merit, and a resting 
upon Christ alone. 

And now hear the Apostle once more, as he looks 
upon this wonderful expedient of mercy to man, he ex* 
ultingly cries — " I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ.^^ Of what have we to be asluimed ? At the sub- 
limity of its revelation ! At the matchless grace it ex- 
hibits ! At the benevolent purposes it unfolds ! At the 
amelioration of human wretchedness it eflfects ! At the 
elevation of man to heaven ! Never! Impossible! 
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*' Aftbamed of Jeiui ! sooner far, 
Let erening blash, to own a star. 
Aihamed of Jeans ! jnst as soon 
Let midnight be ashamed of noon." 

To hide or conceal it, to please men in preference to 
God, to soften the trnth, to shrink from opposition, to 
cower before men, and not to ** declare tlie whole coun- 
sel of God,^ iti to be " ashamed of the gospel of Christ.^' 

APPLICATION. 

1. If the gospel be of snch transcendant exceUence, 
how important for Christians to bring all within their 
inflaence beneath its proclamation. 

2. If the gospel be the otily remedy for fallen man, 
how necessary to send it to those who have never heard 
it, and to carry it to those who have not the opportunity 
to hear it* 

3. If the gospel never fails in saving men where it is 
received and believed, does it not follow that if any are 
unsaved it is because they are unbelievers. 

4. If the gospel be so distinguished a boon, what an 
enormity it is to treat it with indifference or reject it. 
If ingratitude is increased in proportion to the value of 
the gift despised, how great is the sin of those who live 
without salvation ; and '' how shall ye escape if ye neg^ 
lect so great salvation.^ 
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FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 

<* Be it known nnto yon therefore, men and brethren, that through 
this man is preached nnto you the forgiveness of sins. And by him 
all that belieTe are justified from aU things, from which ye could not 
be justified by the law of Moses." — Acts ziii. 38, 39. 

What a monument of grace was the Apostle PauL 
How changed his character, how different his employ- 
ment. He was once a violent persecutor of the christiansi 
carrying with him letters of authority from the Sanhedrim 
of Jerusalem, to bind and imprison all he found following 
the despised Nazarene. But see him now, since the light 
shone round him, and there fell from his eyes as it had 
been scales. After Annanias had spoken to him and he 
had been baptized on a'profession of his faith in Christ, he 
then goes about establishing the faith which once he de- 
stroyed ; courting the society of those he had once im- 
prisoned ; and preaching that gospel he had before sought 
to expunge from the world* And how untiring is he in 
labour. What journies he undertakes in the propagation 
of the truth as it is in Jesus : for wherever he goes he 
erects the standard of the cross, and unfurls its blood 
besprinkled banners. In the course of his labours he 
arrives at the city of Antiooh ; and to the people -of that 
city he preaches Jesus and the resurrection ; and these 
words are the concluding part and application of his 
sermon, ** Be it known unto jou," (&c. 
Notice here 
I . The glorious doctrine contained in these 
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WORDS. II. ThB grounds ON WHICH IT IS PRO- 
CLAIMED. III. TH£ means BT which it IS REALIZED. 

And IV. The. DiSTiNeuiSHiNO proof that the gos- 
pel IS SUPERIOR TO THB LAW. 

L The olorious doctrine contained in these 
WORDS. The dootiine is that of free and plenary forgive- 
ness of the vilest sinners. This is a doctrine maintained 
both la the Old and New Testament. Bat when Wesley 
and Whitfield, and their coadjutors went through the 
length and breadth of the land, unfolding this snbluae 
doctrine, such was the darkness and ignorance of the 
multitude that they were met with the cry of ''madmen, 
fanatics, enthusiasts,^^ &c. Let us however dispassion- 
ately look at this subject, for althongh some even at the 
present day dispute the doctrine, it is one clearly and 
copionsly diffused through the bible. 

L* The character of God is eeaentially one of mercy. 
His readiness to pardon sin he has frequently declared. 
** The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long 
sufferings and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, 
and sin*^^ '' Who is a God like unto thee, that pardon- 
eth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the rem- 
nant of his heritage,^ &c. Micah vii. 18, 19. ''I even 
I am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for naine 
own sake, and will not remember thy sins." 

2. Jesue Christ was manifested in ike flesh to this end, 
** Thou shalt call his name Jesus : for he shall save his 
people from their sins." ** To him give all the prophets 
witness, that through his name whosoever believeth shall 
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receive remission of sins.^ '' Him hath God highly ex- 
alted with his right hand, to be a prince and a saviour, 
for to give repentance to Israel, and remission of sins.^^ 

3. Je9UB Christ exercised his prerogative as Gad, in 
speMng forgiveness of sins. Two cases in particular 
are recorded of a deeply interesting character. Mark ii. 
1— 12* Also Luke vii. 36—50. 

4. Cfood men in all ages have experimentally feU the 
truth of this doctrine. David said '^ Blessed is the man 
whose tfiansgression is forgiven, and whose sin is covered.** 
<' I said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.^ *^ Lo^ this 
hath touched thy lips and thine iniquity is purged."' '' As 
far as the East is from the West, so far hath he removed 
our transgressions from us.^ 

If we come to the New Testament, Paul says, ''In 
whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins.'* John says, ** I write unto you 
little children, because your sins are forgiven yon.*' '' If 
we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us ; but if we confess our sins he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness." If this be true then 

** How can a sinner know. 
His sins on earth forgiren." 

(1.) By the witness of the Spirit. '' He that believeth 
in the Son of God hath the witness in himself." What 
this witness is Paul h&s explained; '' The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children 
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of God«^' (2.) By peace vf coneetence. " Being justified 
by faith, we haye peace with God throvgh our Loid 
Jestis Christ/^ *^ There is no condemnation to them 
who are in Christ Jesas.** (3.) JSy a haUowedjey. ** By 
whom also we hare access by faith, into this grace 
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God.^^ ^ Rejoice with joy naspeakabk, and fall of glory.'^ 
'< Bless the Lord, O my soul, &c. Who forgiveth all 
thy sins." « O Lord I will praise thee," Ac " He 
hath put a new song into my month, even of praise nnto 
our God." 

** For sorrow and sadnessi we Joy do reoeiTO : 
We share In the gladness, of them that belieye." 

IL The qrounds on which it is proclaimed. 
« Through this man.'* « By him." 

1. By htB authoritative command, " That repentance 
and remission of sins should be preached in his name, 
among all nations, l^eginning at Jerusalem." 

2. Through hie mediatorial work, ** He Was made 
sin for us, who knew no sin, that we should be made the 
righteousness of God in him." *' He died for our sins, 
and is risen again for our justification.^' Human sacrifice 
and human merit are ub availing ; '^ Lebanon is not suffi- 
cient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt 
offering." But ** God hath set forth Jesus Christ, to 
be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteousness, for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God.'' 

3. Through hie person. Jesus said '' I am the way, 
the truth, and ^e life. No man cometh to the father 

H 2 
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bat by me.*' He has opened '< a new and living way» 
which he hath consecrated for us, throagh the vail, that 
is to say, his flesh.'* " For through him we both have 
access by one spirit unto the father.** ^^ There is salva- 
tion in no other, for there is none other name nnder 
heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved." 

4. By his tnterceaaary prayers. " He ever liveth to 
make intercession for ns.'* '< Father forgive them, they 
know not what they do.** 

**^ Five bleeding wounds he bears, 
Received on Calvary ; 
They ponr effectaal prayers, 
They strongly plead for me ; 
Forgive them, O forgive, they cry, 
Nor let that ransomed sinner die." 

III. Thb means by which it is realized. '<By 
him all that believe.** Faith in the atonement of Christ, 
secnres the plenary forgiveness of the text : it is the act 
of appropriation by which Christ, and all the blessings 
of the cross, become oar own. The apostle has rendered 
it beautifnlly simple in Bom. x. 4 — 11. It is the sim- 
plicity of the act, which perplexes many ; they think it 
something great and mysterious, which they can scarcely 
comprehend ; and often are carrying the burden of sin 
upon the conscience, for many weeks and months, for 
want of this simple, believing, recognition of Christ, as 
having << loved me, and gave himself for me." To use a 
homely simile it is simply as the instrument by which 
we take onr food ; it appropriates Christ, who is the 
bread of life. Banyan illustrates this in his Pilgrim 
travelling onward from the City of Destruction to Ca- 
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naan, with a heavy load upon his back. That burden 
is his sins ; he groans beneath its weight, and ascends 
the hill difficulty with slow and trembling steps ; but by 
and bye he sees a cross by the way ; he looks with in- 
tense interest upon that dear Saviour who hangs upon 
that cross; and as he gazes and considers that Jesus 
thus suffered and died for hut sins, lo ! his burden is re- 
leased from his conscience, and falls into the sepulchre 
below, never again to rise from the grave. That l^ok 
was faith ; that intent gaze and consideration led to the 
appropriation of Christ, as having died for his sins ; and 
thus believing he was delivered and saved, and went on 
his way rejoicing. So now, trembling, guUty, burtliened, 
hell-deserving sinner, thus '^ believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christy and thou shalt be saved.^' 

lY. Th£ distinguishing proof that the gospbl 
IS SUPERIOR TO THE LAW. '' By him all that believe 
are justified from all things, from which ye could not 
be justified by the law of Moses.'^ 1. The law con- 
demned to death, the gospel brings to life. 2. The law 
admitted no repentance, the gospel proclaims << repent- 
ance toward God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.^ 
3. The law denounced punishment for one offence, the 
gospel offers a free and plenary forgiveness of every sin. 
** For the judgment was by one, to condemnation ; but 
the free gift is of many offences unto justification.^^ 4. 
The law of Moses contained no provision of pardon. 
** But what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh,^ Ac 
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APPLICATION* 

L No amoant of tranflg^eBsiona exolndes from forgive- 
nesa. ** AU manner of ain and blaaphemy^ agailiat the 
aon of man sliall be forgiren.^' 

2. The folneaa of the goapel is atrikinglj displayed. 
Plenary absolntion from all sin. <' The blood of Jesns 
Christ his Son deanseth from all sio.^ 

d« Let none despair, however vile. ^' Come now and 
let AS reason together/' &c 
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INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL RELIGION. 

<' Have salt in joarselyes, and bays peace one with aaother."— 
Mark iv. 50. 

Thb spirit of Christianity is essentially peace and love ; 
it breathes a benign inflnence throughout. Its first annnn- 
datioa was ^* Glory io God in the highest, peace on earth, 
and good will toward men/' It seeks to connect the 
whole brotherhood of man, in the strongest ties of amity 
and love; it wonld obliterate offences and variance, 
wherever it is cultivated ; and repudiates as carnal, and 
contrary to its own spirit, ** envyings, variance, emala- 
tions, wrath,'^ &c. ; while *^ the f mit of the spirit is love, 
joy, peace,^^ &c. The substance of tiiis command com- 
prises two things: — I. Religion in the heart; and 
II. Its evidence in the life. 

I. Religion in the heart. The material, salt, is 
a figure employed to signify. 
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1. Friendship and fidelity. It is so understood in 
the East at the present day. Covenants also were rati- 
fied with itf as Nnm. xviii. 19 ; also, II Chron. xiiL 5. 
This was understood to make friendships firm and durable. 
Have sach "salt in yonrselves.^ It must flow from 
internal principle— a principle of trnth. And if the reli- 
gion of the false prophet, teaches its votaries to respect 
such a covenant ; how much more the religion of Jesns 
Christ, whose principles are so heavenly, benignant, and 
fall of love, peace, and friendship. <' Have salt in yonr- 
selves.^ Let your friendships be sincere and firm ; let 
not trifles disturb them. 

2. Salt id of a seasoning quality. It was to be mixed 
even with the offerings of the altar, Lev. iL 13* The 
altar was God's table ; and as it is usual for us to set salt 
upon ours, so by accepting of their offering, and feeding 
them, he thereby communed with them, and confirm* 
ed his own covenant. " Have salt in yourselves ;^' and 
^<let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with 
salt.'' 

3. Salt is a preservative. Hence a large use is made 
of it in common life. So Jesus likens his followers to 
salt. <' Ye are the salt of the earth.'' They preserve the 
world from putrefaction and destruction. The saline 
principles they infuse throughout society, tend to keep its 
morals in a more healthy state; and render the nations 
of the earth fruitful in righteousness. If it were not for 
such salient properties in christians, the world would soon 
be overrun with rottenness and corruption, and be ren- 
dering its cup of iniquity full, and bring down swift 
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destruction. '^ Have salt in yomrselves/ and infase its 
salient properties aronnd. 

4. Sah may lose its savour. Hence the necessity for 
snch an exhortation. Mr. ManndreU in travelling in 
Jadea, in the valley of salt^ says^ ''along one side of the 
valley towards Gibnl, Ihere is a small predpice^ about 
two men^s length, occasioned by the continual taking 
away of the salt. In this we see how the veins of the 
rock lie: I broke a piece offlt; of which, that part that 
was exposed to the rain, sun, and air, although it had the 
sparks and particles of salt, yet it had perfectly lost its 
savour ; the inner part which was connected to the rock, 
retained its savour, as I found by proof.^ How necessary 
it is to keep in connection with the rock— or the sool to 
maintain its union with Jesus Christ : that we may not 
have all the sparks and glitter of religion, without its 
unction and comfort. '' Have salt then in yourselves.^' 
See that this preserving principle of grace is at all times 
within, making your christian friendship durable, your 
conversation seasonable, your religion useful, and your 
souls retain the unction and savour of inward piety.'' 
** For if the salt hath lost its savour, wherewith fihall it 
be seasoned." 

II. Its evidence in the life. This is peaceful. 

'' Have peace one with another.'' Peace, in the original, 

means to hind in one : because peace unites and binds 

those in previous discord. It comprises haimony, uiiity, 

and {kebond c^ such unity. To this peaceable spirit 

1. JFe are often enjoined. '' Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem." " Peace be within tiiy walls." *' For my 
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brethren and companions' sake, I will nowsaj. Peace be 
within thee/' << God hath called ns to peace." << Be of 
one mind^ live in peace^ and the God of love and peace 
shall be with yon.*' '' As mnch as lieth in yon live peace- 
ably with all men.'' And how persuasively does the 
Apostle nrge this^ Col. iii. 12 — 15. 

2. Rei^ion %$ peace. How becoming then^ is this 
spirit in the followers of Christ. ** For the kingdom of 
heaven is not meat and drink, but righteousness and 
peace," &c. God is the God of peace— Jesas is the 
prince of peace — ^the holy spirit is a spirit of peace- 
ministers are messengers of peace — the gospel is the 
gospel of peace — and '^ the wisdom that is from above 
ia first pnre then peaceable.'* 

3. The proeperily of the church depends tqxm peace. 
Where peace reigns not, there will be no success. 
If disunion prevails, and contentions be indulged, the 
spirit of God retires, and the church languishes. Tf not 
at peace there will be no unity ; if no unity there will be 
no strength ; and without peace and unity there will be 
no success and prosperity. That such an injunction as 
this may have its beneficent influence, give heed to the 
following 

MOTIVES. 

1. Let us be careful of each others character. Be 
watchful over the tongue, even where a fault is com- 
mitted, we are taught to cultivate the ^ charity which 
covereth a multitude of sins." 

2. Do not be o£fended with trifles. If every grievance 
could be traced to its source, how small a matter, pro- 
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bably, would be its origin, for '' tbe beginning of strife 
is like the letting out of water.'' 

3. Be ready to forget and to forgire all past causes 
of offence. Do not be implacable, but ** let all bitter- 
ness and wrath/' &c. Eph. iv. 31 — 32. Say as Abram 
to Lot, '' Let there be no strife between me and tbee, 
and between my herdsmen and thy herdsmen, for we be 
brethren." 

4. Let us cultivate humbling views of ourselves. Con- 
tentions often arise from a spirit of pride. Individuals 
'' thinking themselves to be something, when they are 
nothing.'' '' But I say through the grace given unto 
me,'* &c. Rom. ziL 3, and Phill. ii. 3. 

5. Let us commune more with our own hearts, and 
we shall find enough there that is wrong : many faults 
and failings, which should make us very forbearing to- 
wards others. 

6. Let us set the placid Jesus before our eyes, whose 
example we are to follow; and be imbued with his 
spirit. '' For if any man hath not the spirit of Christ 
he is none of his." 

7. Make the peace of the church the subject of fre- 
quent prayer. O '^ pray for the peace of Jerusalem." 

8. '* Be of the same mind one toward another ; mind 
not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. 
Be not wise in vour own conceits/' 
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THE CHRISTIAN CONFLICT.— Part, I. 

<< This Is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith." — 
I. John V. 4 V. 

The life of the Christian is a warfare ; he is engaged 
in a struggle of no ordinary character ; has to do with 
many enemies, artful, insidious, powerful; has often 
occasion to try his prowess as a warrior of the cross, and 
is enjoined to take to himself the ** sword of the spirit, 
the shield of faith, and the helmet of salvation.^' And 
what must never be forgotten is^ that he will never have 
done fighting while on earth, until the final victory is 
achieved, when he quits the theatre of action sword in 
hand, crying victory, through the blood of the Lamb. 

One enemy which has to be vanquished is the world. 
This term '* the world," sometimes refers to the uncon- 
verted, as 19 V. It also embraces in its signification the 
whole of the animate and inanimate creation. But so 
far as its meaning is ascertainable here, it has respect to 
the evil that is in the world ; its dangerous influences, 
fashions, maxims, pleasures, snares, conformity to which 
faith is said to overcome. So ii. 15, 16. In tlie eluci- 
dation of this passage let us regard 

I. The influence of the world. Outward cir- 
cumstances may be included as injurious. 

1. An increase of rvorldli/ possessions. This has often 
been a snare of a most dangerous character to many : 
alluring the heart from God, and leading to utter ruin. 
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Hence the Savioar indndeii it in the catalogue of infla- 
enoesy which make the good seed of none effect. '< Sow- 
ing among thorns ;^* which he explains as the cares of 
this world, and the deceitfnlness of riches, which choke 
the good seed. As men increase in worldly wealth, so ' 
they often do in those indolgences which make them for- 
get God their maker. ^* When Jeshnrun waxed fat he 
kicked,^^ How needfnl therefore the caution, << when 
riches increase, set not your heart upon them.*^ 

2. The depreastng infiuences ofadveraity. While the 
former elates, this depresses; goes to the opposite ex- 
treme : the one pufis up, the other begets hard thoughts 
of God. There is much wisdom in Agar's prayer, <' give 
me neither poverty nor riches/' <&c. Especially does 
worldly adyersity become a snare where the individuals 
have before moved in a better sphere of life, in comfort 
and comparative independence; when the reverses of 
fortune overtake them, the sun of prosperity bedimmed 
with clouds, and the anticipations of the future have no 
brighter aspect ; the horizon is dark, friends fail, hopes 
are blighted, despair seizes the mind, and they are led to 
complain of their hard fate, and the malignant influence 
of their evil stars. How many perish in the slough of 
despond, and in the whirlpool of despair. 

3. Worldly honoura too exert an injurioua tendency. 
There is often in the human heart a fervid excitement 
after distinction and applaose ; the imagination is faci- 
nated with the blandishoients of literary fame, or martial 
gldry ; oratorical eminence, or senatorial distinction. To 
attain to such distinotionhow intense the study, how en- 
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daring the toM, how dilig^ent the application. Perhaps 
a desire is indnlged of reaching beyond whatever any 
other man did ; a loftier eminence and more distinctive 
honoars, for Wirich he will spare neither mental nor phy- 
sical energy that he may achieve this^ the dearest object 
of his life. These, howevery,iike fiery meteors, dazzle the 
eye for a time, and then if possessed, are afterwards deem- 
ed of little importance. But the very parsnit of these 
things diverts the mind from objects of nobler name. In 
the contemplation of worldly greatness they neglect to 
contemplate the claims of God npon the heart, and barter « 
their eternal salvation for the merest trifles. 

4. And what shall we say of Mammon ? The love of 
riches. This has a most baleful influence npon the heart. 
What is covetousness ? The love of money for its own 
sake. Some mistake the Apostle, when they say money 
is the root of all evil. No, it is *' the love of money ^^ 
&c. when it is stored up, only for the sake of a large ac- 
cumulation, saying to his ** gold thou art my hope, and 
to fine gold thou art my confidence/^ We cannot love 
God and mammon.^^ The love of the wealth of the 
world is incompatible with love to God. The cry of 
avarice is, ^< Give, give.^' It is insatiate in its thirsting, 
and not over scrapulons as to the means of its acquisition, 
bat such an appetite is a most dangerous foe to man's 
salvation. 

5. Worldhf pleasures are also injurious. This is often 
enchanted ground ; a fatal spell rests upon the minds of 
many, from which it is difficult to wrest themselves. 
There are '' the lasts of the flesh, the lusts of tlie eye. 
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and the pride of life/' In the bosom of man there is 
mach that beats in unison with the world's allurements 
and pleasures. He is prone to evil, as the sparks flj 
upwards, so that opportunities of self-indulgence only 
need to be presented, to meet a ready response. When 
the passions are soon inflamed, the pursuits earthly, prita- 
ciples vitiated ; the appetite will then run riot, and *^ fol- 
lowing the multitude to do evil,'' becomes easy ; he can 
vie with the sensualist, run the giddy round of the world's 
pleasures without remorse ; indulge in luxury, intemper- 
ance, criminal intercourse, and vain amusements, (&c. 
When the heart is empty of goodness, and full of vanity 
and lies, taken up with earth, it has no time io think of 
heayen. The world becomes its all, his '* God is his 
belly, bis glory is in his shame." How many professors 
of religion are here overcome. ^' Demas has forsaken 
me, having loved this present evil world." 

II. Notice the power of faith. Whatever be the 
power or spell of the world upon the mind, there is an 
agent, or principle, by which it can be broken or over- 
come. '^ This is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith." Here is a living, acting principle of 
mightiest influence : which being cultivated in the heart, 
puts the world in its right place, viz. under the feet ; 
and with an eye fixed on objects of transcendant wortih, 
the christian is enabled to '^ use the world without abu- 
sing it, for the fashion of this world passeth away." 

1. Faith has respect to the divine promise. The ques- 
tion which is all-important, is, what is the word and 
testimony of God? This being ascertained, faith has 
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tLen a foundation on which to rest ; against which, ** the 
grates of hell ^' shall not prevail, '^ for sooner shall heaven 
and earth pasefaway, than one jot or tittle^^ of God's word 
can fail. The influence of this conviction is such, that 
when the nnseen realities of a brighter world are the 
object of its grasp, it enables the individaal to loosen his 
affections on things of meaner birth. It was thns, the 
ancient worthies were enabled to overcome the world, as 
Heb. xi. "Faith" was to them, "the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen/^ 

2. Faith looks beyond this transitory world, — "Life 
and immortality have been brought to light by the gospel.^^ 
The influence of this, is to enable its possessor to trample 
on the pleasures and trifles of this world. Thus it influ- 
enced Moses, in the choice he made of the service of God, 
with all its afflictions ; because " he had respect unto the 
recompence of the reward."' And thus while storms and 
billows go over onr head, faith overcomes all ; because 

" Faith lends its realizing light; 

The clouds disperse, the shadows fly; 

The invisihle appears in sight; 

And God is seen by mortal eye." ^ 

3. Faith has superior objects of ambition. The influ- 
ence of this is, to wean the mind from the ignoble joys of 
this lower world ; and thus it obtains the victory. What 
has the world to equal the ambrosial sweets of paradise? 
It can afford to look with contempt on the evanescent 
pleasures of time and sense. Beyond, beyond this lower 
sky there is glory, honour, immortality, eternal life. AH 
the hononrs, emoluments, joys, and pleasures of fh e world 

I 2 
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" are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in ns/^ Faith brings to us the earnest 
of the things ** eye hath not seen/' and lives in expecta- 
tion of fountains of pleasnre, and rivers of enjoyment^ 
and treasures of delight, to which nothing beneath the 
sun is comparable. 

4. Faith regards the world as an enemy. God has 
said so^ and faith credits it. The world, the flesh, and 
the devil are the enemies of the christian ; and all have 
to be vanquished. The solemn injunction is, ** Love 
not the world/' &c. The influence of this upon the mind 
is, to destroy its power, by raising an antagonism to it 
of superior force. 

5. Faith regards ain as a dreadful evil. And as *^ all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eye, and the pride of life, is not of the father, but of the 
world.'' The influence of this is to superinduce an ab- 
horrence of that which stands in hostility to holiness and 
God. It looks on sin in the light of Calvary ; and is led 
to the denial " of all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and 
to live righteously, soberly, and godly in this present 
evil worla." 

6. Faith ie emulous of the self-denying conduct of the 
men of faith. There are many of distinguished renown 
who by faith have been mighty and victorious over the 
world. *' Who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises." What prodigies of valour, deeds of noble 
daring, illustrious prowess, do the scriptures record. 
What others have done can be done again. God and 
trnth, and religion are the same, and the glorious prize 
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which fired their zeal, and enabled them to trample on 
the delights of the world, is worthy of oar highest aspira- 
tions. Let us, then, with the *' sword of the spirit and 
the shield of faith,"" let ns << fight the good fight of faith, 
and lay hold on eternal life."" 

APPLICATION. 

1. Let us regard the world as an enemy, and ** love 
not the world, &c. 

2. Be on onr guard against its dangerous sedoctions. 
'< Watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation." 

3. Let as test onrselves, whether we be in the faith. 
We are not so if the world still enchains us to its plea- 
sures. 

4. See the potency of the weapon with which we are 
armed. " The shield of faith,"" by which we " can quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked."' It will dispel the 
clouds of adversity, dim the lustre of the world"s honours, 
excite contempt for mammon, rob ambition of its charms, 
weaken the force of bad example, shew up the world"s 
pleasures in all their folly and consequences, and thus 
^' this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith."' 
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Plas XX. 

THE CHRISTIAN CONFLICT.— Part II. 

** For Bin bIibII not have dominion over you: for ye are not under 
the law, hut under grace/' — Rom. f i. 14. 

We are often remioded that the christian has a three- 
fold enemy to contend with, viz.^the worlds the flesh, and 
the devil. These have a powerfol sway over human 
nature, and bring it into bondage. Bat satan, the insti- ' 

gator to sin, is a conqaered enemy, and the world the 
theatre of sin, is nnder the feet of the child of grace ; 
and the flesh, or the body of sin, shall not reign or 4omi- I 

nate in the heart ; for though it be the seat of sin, yet 
regenerated by the holy spirit, and washed in the blood | 

of Christ. " Sin shall not have the dominion,^' &c. 
Notice 

I. The fact stated. This second cardinal enemy 
the Apostle has personified as a king, ruler, or tyrant, 
having the various members of the body under control, 
" saying to this one go, and he goeth, and to another 
come, and he cometh,^* &c. That he has such influences 
over the passions, as to be able to destroy the well-being 
of the soul. But the believer is assured that this king or 
tyrant <' shall not have the dominion,^ <&c. The be- 
liever is not under 

1. The dominion of its gutlt. His sin has been atoned 

for, tlie curse removed, guilt cancelled, condemnation 

taken away. Jesus is a complete and all-sufficient 

Saviour : and depending by faith on his finished work, 

^** there is now no condemnation,^^ &c. The sacrificial 
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offering of Christ has made atonement for his sins. 
*' Christ has redeemed ns from the corse of the law.^* 
The sinner, trembling and condemned, rests npon his 
Saviour, and is pardoned, justified, saved. The gnilt of 
sin is destroyed, and it shall not have dominion. Not 
under 

2. The dominion of its love. He once loved, now be 
bates it. He rolled it under his tongue as a sweet mor- 
sel ; but its charm is broken, and is become as the ** poi- 
son of asps ;" he could once commit sin with pleasure, 
and run with the multitude to do evil ; but now a sight 
of JesDS crucified for sin — ^for hie sin, has quite dissolved 
the enchantment, and while he looks on the agonies of 
the Son of God for him, he cries 

** O how I hate those sins of mine 
Which crucified my Lord." 

Sin is become loathsome, and loses its dominion in the 
destructiou of its love. 

3. Sin in its p(mer ia destroyed. There was a time 
when he was ^^ boand down with twice ten thousand 
chains.^' Was a slave " led captive by the devil at his 
wilL^ The iron entered deeply into his soul ; was '' car- 
nal, sold under sin.^^ Sin reigns ia the sinner, and is 
cruelly tyrannical. But when the strong man armed is 
dethroned by a stronger than he, that act of sovereign 
grace which cancelled all our guilt, broke also the hellish 
chain by which we were bound, and set the captives free. 
We are now made " free from sin." He is np longer 
under 
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4. Tke dommian qf its pMietion. It fe pollnlifig to 
the toQcb, as well fis ^nofaaining in its loflaence. Deep 
seated in tbe heart it ooiBiaminates erety power; and as 
the fountain is impnre, all its streams are fool and lep- 
rous. For *' the whole head is sick," Ac. "But wlral- 
ever its previous pollution ^* the blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ cleanseth from all sin.'^ It obliterates the greatest 
guilt, and washes out the deepest stains. Christ has 
made a laver of his own blood ** that he might sanctify 
and cleanse."' 

II. The evidences ov this fact. It is not said 
that sin shall not exist, or that the believer shall not be 
tempted to sin, or, that he shall not commit sin ; but that 
it shall not reign over him. 

1 . He is dead to sin. 2 v. So he is often represented. 
" For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God." Sin is no longer imputed to him. And **he that 
is dead is freed from sin.'' He was once dead in sin, 
now he is dead to it. He is no longer influenced by it 
nor subject to it. 

2. He has crucified the old man, 6 v. Has put off 
as concerning tlie flesh, ^' the old man," c&c. It may 
have died a lingering death, as in crucifixion : but it is 
crucified ; crucified with Christ, and the body and strength 
of it is destroyed. 

3 He is risen nnth Christ. Risen to newness of life. 
** You hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins." Dead with Christ, and risen with Christ. 
8, 9. That as death hath no more dominion over him, 
and as he *^ died for our sins, and rose again for our 
]ustificatioa,'^ so '* likewise reckon ye yourselves," &c. 
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4. Has passed throngh a heauiifid and expresses 
emUem of it. 3, 4. '' Buried with Christ hy baptism 
into deaUi."' How slgoificaot of the great transforming 
change we ha^e undergone* Dead^bnried—risen again 
-— O wonderful transformation. 

III. The reason be assigns for this fact. ** Ye 
are not nnder the law but under grace.^^ Explained 
viii. 2. '' For the law. of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus,^ 
c&c. Not freed from the obligations of the moral law, 
but free from it as a covenant of works. Does not ex- 
pect to obtain heaven bj it^ is not under its rigorous 
exactions, nor liable to its penal consequences. He lives 
under the dispensation of grace, which, while it requires 
the subjugation of the entire man to God, supplies him 
with the heavenly influence by which it is to be effected ; 
so that grace, and not sin, becomes the governing prin- 
ciple of the soul. 

Objection 1. But does not the experience of the chris- 
tian testify how much of sin yet clings to him ? Yes, so did 
the Apostle, read vii. 21 — ^24. He had many drawbacks 
from the high enjoyments which this text might have 
given him. So, although we are freed from the reigning 
power of sin, we have often to mourn, and weep, and 
pray, from the clinging of sin to all we do. Satan lives, 
tJiough he does not reign. The world is still present to 
the eye; and the flesh with its affections and lusts, yet 
die but a lingering death. But they shall die, for God 
has so decreed. 

Objection 2, Why should the believer still be left, to 
struggle and groan under these corruptions, if sin be par- 
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donedy its love destroyed, &c. ? Because it gives an 
opportanity for the exercise of the christian graces ; and 
serves to keep the eye of faith on his dear Bedeemeri by 
whose sacrifice he has been brought into this state of salva- 
tion. If he was not thus exercised, of what use would be 
his heavenly armour ; and what exercise or necessity for 
faith, and prayer, and patience, and vigilance, &c. The 
defeat of the devil will be more signal, and the glory of 
his salvation more triumphant. 

APPLICATION. 

1. The Apostle cautions against a licentious use being 
being made of this doctrine, 2 and 15. We cannot live 
in sin, that grace may abound. 

2. The criterion of character is shewn, 16. 

3. How truly has the Apostle said, " We are complete 
in him.^^ 
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THE CHRISTIAN CONFLICT.— Part III. 

** That through death, he might destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is the devil."— Heh. ii. 14 

We have already considered the other two cardinal 
enemies, with which the christian has to maintain a deadly 
strife ; and we perceive how the world is to be vanquished 
and sin subdued ; and now we contemplate the destruction 
of the devil. Our glorified Redeemer was to be an all- 
conquering king : prophecy said '' i^s a king, he shall 
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reign and prosper.'^ ^* He shall reign until he hath pat 
dowaall enemies onderhis feet.^' His dominion shall be 
revered both in heaven and in earth, and under the earth ; 
and ** every tongue shall confess that he is Lord, to the 
glory of God the father.^^ His dominion and sovereign 
sway are not only manifest 'in respect to his enemies in 
this world, but " devils also believe and tremble.^ ** For 
4his purpose, the Son of God was manifested, that he 
might destroy the works of the devil.^^ To effect this, it 
was needful for him to take upon himself human nature, 
that he might pass through the territories of death, that 
the destruction of the power of the devil might be the 
more signal and glorious— -destroy him by whose subtle- 
ties and malignant influence, death has been running riot 
among the children of men, for six thousand years — 
destroy his influence, tyranny, and reign, and bind the 
strong man armed in the chains of darkness, to which be 
is justly doomed. 

Let us remark on I. Satan. II. His power. And 
III. His destruction. 

I. Satan. The personality of the devil has been ridi- 
culed, some have said it is a principle of evil, and not a 
person, and therefore they have nothing to fear. To deny 
the personality of the devil, is to deny the clear and in- 
dubitable revelation of it in the scriptures ; he is described 
as clothed in various attributes, as the ^'God of this 
world,'' having powerful allies at his command, who are 
sleepless in their machinations against the children of 
men. The names by which he is known are expressive 
of his attributes. <' Prince of the power of the air.* 

K 
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Beelzebub, or prince of the devils. ApoUyon, or the 
destroyer ; Devil^ or slanderer ; ** the father of lies/^ &c. 
Why he is evil embodied in all its direst forms, and ma- 
lignant aspects ; and as such is in antagonism with him 
who is of spotless purity, and shall be finally overcome. 

1. He has power. To be called the '' God of this 
world,*^ betokens the potency of his sway. Nay, power 
of such extensive influence, as though he held in his own 
hand the dominion of the grave—power over death. His 
kingdom is one of great authority : he sets up his throne, 
and usurps a dominion over this lower world. 

2. He has numerous confederates. The scriptures 
tell us of his associates in guilt, and of the overihrow 
of the devil and his angels. Of ** the angels which kept 
not their first estate, but left their own habitations, he hath 
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness, until the 
judgment of the great day." The Christian is said to 
^' wrestle not with flesh and blood, but against princi- 
palities and powers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places," 
or as the margin reads " wicked spirits in high places." 
Of their number we have little conception, but according 
to tlie man possessed in the days of Christ, a legion can be 
dispatched to torment even one body. These then are 
his confederates, whom he commissions to the execution 
of his malignant purposes, and work his infernal ma- 
ciiinery, in alluring, betraying, and destroying the souls 
of men. 

" They throng the air, they darken heaven, 
They rule this lower world." 

3. Wicked men are also his confederates. They are 
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not only his servantfl or slaves, but his children. ** Ye 
are of your father the devil, for his works ye do." They 
execnte his commissioni fight his battles, imbibe his 
spirit, and toil in his service. Their hearts are his throne ; 
and ** when a strong man armed keepeth his palace his 
goods are in peace.^^ He employs these in opposing the 
kingdom of God, and in the persecution of the saints. 
He chains them to his chariot wheels, until he beguiles 
them to their own destruction. 

4. H%8 poasesatona qre large. As the *' god of this 
world '^ he reigns supreme over all who do not belong to 
Emmanuel. His withering, blighting, malignant, despotic 
governnient, includes a vast majority of the children of 
men, in all lands and of every nation. Besides which he 
is said to have '' the power of death f ' ** as though he 
could summon at his pleasure whom he would to the 
gloomy caverns of the dead." We know that sin brought 
death into the world, and all our woe ; and that sin was 
committed at the instigation of the devil. Sin is his 
work, and^death follows in his train. 

III. Satan^s DESTRUCTION. His destruction, or rather 
the destruction of his power and kingdom is the subject 
of divine pr^iction. '< The prince of this world is cast 
out." The divine decree has gone forth for his utter dis- 
comfiture and ruin. His government shall be destroyed, 
and the world freed from his iron rule. His dominion 
over death too shall be subverted, in the resurrection to 
life again, of all the myKads held under his control in 
the gloomy caverns of tlie tomb. For Jesus ** shall 
reign until he hath put all enemi£» under his feet ; and 
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the last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.^ PoteDl 
as Satan may be, and sastained as he is by so many 
aUies, yet God is omnipotent, and he will ^' overtnrny 
overtnrn, overturn " his empire and reign. For '' oter 
all things Jesus shall hare the pre-eminence." 

Such an oyer throw of satanic influence, however, is 
effected by the most singular and unlikely means, viz. 
by his own death. By passing ^' through death, he 
might destroy him that had the power of death, that is 
the devil.^^ Satan had already been obliged to own his 
supreme authority and dignity before the multitude, 
when he said '' I know thee who thou art, the Holy one 
of God,^' and had felt his power, in the expulsion from 
the human body. But the hour came when the Son of 
man should be glorified. When the first promise should 
be more especially ratified, '* he shall bruise thy head 
and thou shalt bruise his heel.'^ Then Satan sought to 
have Jesus in his toils, and excited a furious mob to lay 
their wicked hands on him, to crucify him, who said 
" this is your hour and power of darkness." This tragic 
scene has been graphically ponrtrayed by a distinguished 
writer. 

" If then Jesus should be put to death, Satan might be 
expected to reign supreme still in the hearts of men. 
The powers of hell gathered round Calvary, the prince of 
darkness and his compeers came flocking from the ends 
of the earth, to shout helFs triumph as they supposed. 
The event of that hour was to decide whether man should 
be the entire property of Satan, or recovered back to God. 
Jesus himself laid great stress upon his death, and said 
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< his hour was come/ The decisive stroke was given — 
hell inflicted it — the shock was received by the son of 
God — his own hearths blood was shed in the contest^ and 
he cried, 'it is finished;' he bowed his head, and gave 
up the ghost. But what was the dismay and consterna- 
tion of all the hosts of hell, to find that in bowing his head, 
he dragged the pillars of their empire to the dast ; that 
his cross was changing to a throne, and himself an all- 
conqnering king; and after a short interval of time, 
attiring himself in his robes of triumph, he ascended to 
his mediatorial throne, 'leading captivity captive/ c&c. 
'He conquered when he fell/" The death of Christ 
destroyed the power of the devil 

1. By hrtnging about a reconciliation between God 
and man. Man,' over whom Satan exerts his demoni- 
acal influence, is in hostility to God : but '^ God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world nnto himself; not imputing 
their trespasses nnto them.^' His death opened the way 
of access to God. Satan^s power is destroyed by Christ 

2. By the potency of his word. His word expelled a 
legion of Satan's allies, who tormented the body of the 
demoniac ; yea, his name exerts a most wonderful charm : 
on one occasion, his disciples went out on a preaching 
lour, and returned rejoicing, saying, "Lord, even the 
devils are subject to us through thy name." What power 
there is in his word may be seen, Mark i. 23 — 27. 

3. By the efficient operations of his spirit, Jehovah 
has said, "when the enemy shall come in like a flood, the 
spirit of the Lord shall lift np a standard against him." 
The spirit " reproveth the world of sin, of righteousness, 

X 2 
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and of judgment : of sin, because they believe not on me ; 
of righteoosnessi because I go to my father, and ye see 
me no more; of judgment, because the prince of ibis 
world is judged.^ 

4. By the influence of hie reu^. ** He shall reign 
until he hath put down all enemies under his feet/^ ** God 
shall bruise Satan shortly under your feet*^ In his resur- 
rection, ''he spoiled principalities and powers, and made a 
shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.'^ Jesus 
shall dethrone Satan from the human heart, and shall reign 
from the rivers, even to the ends of the earth.^ 

APPLICATION. 

1. Christians, rgoice ! Jesus has conquered Satan for 
us. All your enemies shall be effectually subdued : fear 
them not 

'^ All power is to onr Jesus given ; 
O'er earth's rebellions sons he reigns; 
He mildly rales the hosts of heaven; 
And holds the powers of hell in ohidns.** 

2. Sinners, yours is a losing side; if you take part with 
the devil, you will share in his destruction ; arise and 
shake off your vassalage, or else the awful sentence shall 
be for ever ringing in your ears, '' depart ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.^' 
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PlanXXII. 
THE WORD OF SALVATION. 

*< To jon is the word of this salTation •eikt"-*Act8 zui. S6. 

This is part of a sermon of St PauPs, at Antioch ; not 
the Antioch visited by Paul and Barnabas previously, 
where the disciples were first called christians; but an 
Antioch in Fisidia, 14 v. There Paul opened his com- 
mission as he was wont, and gave a genealogical account 
of Jesus Christ — the prophecies concerning him — and the 
benefits resulting from him : and then appealing to them, 
and applying these important facts, he says, ** men and 
brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whoso- 
ever among yon feareth God, unto you is the word of this 
salvation senV* Regard salvation, 

L In its origin. II. Its d£velopem£nt and con- 
summation. And III. Its extent. 

I. Salvation in its origin. We here enter on a 
theme of thrilling interest, and of the vastest significance : 
the most wonderful, benignapt, magnanimous, and glori- 
ous scheme, that was ever conceived or executed — a 
theme that may well occupy angelic minds, '< which things 
the angels desire to look into : "* 

** But noTor did angels taste above, 
Redeeming grace and dying love." 

Its origin was the result of the divineperfections harmon- 
ized — ^wherein "mercy and truth met together, righte- 
ousness and peace have kissed each other.^ It was the 
spontaneous efifiisions of the love of God to man — ^love 
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bejond an angePs power to paint We have at least 
one passage of holj writ which more forcibly arrests the 
mind in reference to it, ** God so loved the world," &c. 
" Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us." It was when man was ** wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked," no eye to pity, and no 
arm to save, that God^s own arm brought salvation, and 
that he laid help upon one, " mighty to save." Salvation, 
therefore, originated in the love and mercy of God ; as 
Paul, **not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to his mercy he saved us.^* .Salvation 
is all of grace ; free, sovereign, spontaneous grace. " O, 
Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself, but in^meis thyhelp.^' 
IF. Salvation in its dkvelopement and consum- 
mation. Its developement is seen 

1 . In the awakening of the soul to a consctousneaa of its 
necessity. That without salvation it is for ever undone ; 
for until the eyes of the understanding become enlightened, 
and the soul awakened from its death-like stupor, and the 
sinner sees his guilt and danger, salvation will have no 
attractions ; the cost of its purchase, no influence ; the 
necessity of its application, no importance ; and the glory 
of its consummation, no charm. But when the conscience 
is seized with a conviction of guilt, and its exposure to 
divine wrath, the first convulsive throb of agonized con- 
cern will be something like Peter's, ** Lord eave, or I 
perish.'' This is the work of the spirit of God. 

2. Salvation comprehends divine forgiveness. The 
sacrifice of the son of God has '' redeemed us from all 
iniquity." '^Save his people from their sins." It is so 
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great a salvation, has an aspect sd wide and far reaching 
in its influence^ that however nameroas onr sins may be, 
salvation eomprehendis their comx>lete absolution and ob- 
literation—of each and all ; of the past and present — and 
they are cast as a stone into the depths of the sea, to be 
remembered no more for ever. What a fnlness of salva* 
tion is here. '' Blotting out the hand-writing of ordi- 
nances that was against ns, which was contrary to ns, 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross/' 

d» Salvation includes adoption into the divine famHy. 
It is a ^' translation out of the kingdom of darkness, into 
the kingdom of God^s dear son/* It severs us from alle- 
giance to the devil ; and from being slaves of sin, and heirs 
of wrath, we become children of Grod, and heirs of heaven. 
'^And because ye are sons, he hath sent forth the spirit 
of his son into your hearts, crying, abba, father.^ Such 
is the distinct position and relationship of all the heirs of 
salvation. ** The spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God/' 

4. Salvation comprehends the complete renovation of 
our fallen nature. An entire change of heart — the im- 
press of the divine nature : being made new creatures in 
Christ Jesus, all old things have passed away, and all 
things are become new/' The '^ old man which is cor- 
rupt, according to the deceitful lusts,'' hath been '^ put 
off.^ Being " renewed in the spirit of your mind ; and 
that ye pnt on the new man, which after God is created 
in righteousness and true holitess/' 

5. Salvation comprises victory over death and the 
possession of eternal life. The '' captain of our salvation 
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was made perfect through saffering ; ^ '' and being made 
perfecti he became the a.athor of eternal salvation, to all 
them that obey him/' ^' Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood/^ <&c. Heb. ii. 14, 15, 
But salvation consummated! i^ho can describe it! No 
imagery is sufficiently graphic ; no language, no tongue, 
no thought, can depict the serenity — effulgence — magni- 
ficence — and bliss of eternal salvation. '' Eye hath not 
seen, ear hath not heard.'* This we know, that being eter- 
nally saved from sin-^its guilt, its power, its love, its con- 
sequences — the redeemed of the Lamb shall triumphantly 
sing, '' salvation, and glory, and honour, and power," &c. 
for ever and ever. Death shall be swallowed up of life ; 
and the top stone be brought on with shouting, grace, 
grace unto it. 

III. Salvation in its i:xtrnt. " To you is the 
word, or message of this salvation sent.^ 

1. Salvation is adequate to alh The atonement of 
Christ was in itself adapted to save a world. As adequate 
to save a million as one ; and to save the whole world as 
to save only a few. It was not a mere commercial transac- 
tion, the expenditure of so much suffering, and agony, 
and blood, for so many sinners ; but an honourable ex- 
pedient by which God could dispense mercy to the vilest 
of men, without exception. ** God was in Christ Jesus 
reconciling the world unto himself.'^ 

2. Salvation is to be proclaimed to alL Wherever 
the Apostles went, they could say to all, to^oti, '' to^otf is 
the word of this salvation sent.^ So Jesus commissioiied 
his ministers to act $ *^ go ye into all the world, and 
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preach the gospel to evetff creature.^ Peter therefore 
said indiscriminately to all the assembled thousands on 
the daj of Pentecost, '< the promise is unto you^ and to 
your children^ and to all that are afar off, even to as 
many as the Lord our God shall calL'^ 

APPLICilTION. 

1. See the fulness of this salvation. How great, how 
glorious, how adequate ; all, all you want is here. 

2. See the freeness of this salvation. It is without 
money and without price. « Ho ! every one that thirst- 
eth, come ye to the waters,^^ &c« 

3. See the appropriateness of this salvation. It is 
sent to youy to ymi, to you^ to all of you, and to each of 
yon. It is your duty to receive it and believe it non, 

4. Remember the danger of neglecting this salvation. 
** The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven,'* <&g. 
** Because I have called and ye refused, I have stretched 
out my hand and no man regarded/' &c 
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THE HEAVENLY DEW. 

" I will be as the dew unto Israel ; he shall grow as the lily, and 
east forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches shall spread, and his 
beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon* They 
that dwell under his shadow shall return ; they shall revire as the 
corn, and grow as the vine, the scent thereof shall be at the wine of 
Lebanon."— H 08. xiv. 5 — 7. 

Lebanon in scripture is of distinguished fame. It is 
a chain of mountains in the land of Syria, and near to 
Canaan. When the children of Israel were trayelling to 
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fhe promfsed landi Moses had a partienlar wish to *^ go 
over a»d see the good land that is beyond Jordan, that 
goodly monntaiit, and Lebanon/' It is said that its 
figure is like nnto foor monntainsi one rising abore 
another, with vast plains between them. The first has a 
fmitfol soil, the second not so good, the third enjoys al- 
most perpetual spring, and the clond-capt towers of the 
highest are often covered with snow. It is watered with 
namerons springs, rivnlets, and streams of water, which 
diffuse a freshness and fertility, even in the highest parts. 
The land is covered with people, vineyards, and planta- 
tions of olives; mulberry and fig trees abound; also 
com, and oil, and wine. The uppermost spring of the 
river Jordan is in Mount Lebanon ; and its far-£uned 
cedars were in great request at the building of the temple 
of Solomon ; and the melting of the snow on its highest 
prominence is one of the chief causes of the Jordan over- 
flowing its banks. Could any figure then be more 
striking, or imagery more apposite, to set forth the dis- 
tinguished excellences and frnitfulness of the church of 
God. O that we could realise its verdant beauty and 
glory. A few things strike us as important to be 
noticed. 

I. What God will be to his people. " I will be 
as the dew."^ The dew is a thick moist vapour that falls 
to the earth, chiefly when the sun is below the horizon. 
It performs a very important part in the phenomena of 
nature, and its being withheld from any land is deemed 
a dreadful scourge. As David, when lamenting over the 
loss of Sanl and Jonathan, seems to wish that the place 
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where they fell should be thus signally deprived of the 
^benefits of the dew. <' Ye mountains of GUboa, let there 
be no dew on yon, nor let there be rain/* What the 
dew is to the earth and vegetative life, so God is to his 
people. In roaming among the fields and meadows at 
early morn, as the lark rises from its dewy bed, and 
soars aloft, warbling its matin song to its maker's praise, 
have you never seen the pearly drops of dew on the tender 
herb ; the leafy grove wet with the watery vapour which 
has distilled during the night. Not a shrub or a flower, 
not a leaf or blade of grass, not a tendril, petal, or a fibre 
but what is saturated with its moistening influence. It 
insinuates itself into every pore, as it falls imperceptibly 
on the earth ; and thus vegetative life is maintained, and 
fruits and flowers, the corn and the vine, the lily and the 
olive flourish abundantly, even wbere the climate is hot, 
and where it rains but seldom. Thus God is to his 
church what the dew is to the earth. His truth falling 
gradually, and often insensibly into the souls of men; 
refreshes, softens, invigorates ; rendering them pliable 
and yielding, and fruitful, even as the dew. God has 
access to the minds of his people, and gently and secretly 
cheers them with his reviving influences. " My doctrine 
shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, 
as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers 
upon the grass/' Observe 

2. Its luxuriant influence. " He shall grow as the 
lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches 
shall spread.*' Here then is verdure, fertility, luxuriance. 
The lily is a fast growing plant, is of great variety, and 

L 
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vety BiimenMit about CaaaaB. Christ bittudf is likcofd 
to the lily of the iraUeji to oxproM the tiioataod excels 
lencea and attractiona of Us person and character. So 
alao of the iioot of the tree. Jab has said '< though the 
root thereof wax old in the earthy and the stock thereof 
die in the groand^ yet thro^h the scent of water it win 
bod and bring forth boughs like a plant^^ 

Such are the infigoratiDgj fertilising infloences of the 
dew ; and snch God will be to his people. The graciona 
inflnences of the holy spirit falling open the sonl^ like 
dew upon the lily, the tree, the corn, and the yine ; pro* 
dnce yerdnre, Inznriance, and stability, where barreift- 
xies% feebleness, and unfrnitfnlness before prevailed. 
Pa. zcii. 12* Observe 

3 • I/s beauteous atpect. '' His beauty shall be as the 
oli?e tree.^^ Those who hare visited the lands where the 
oUve abound^ speak of the grovee of olives as being a 
most imposing sight. They yield a large quantity of 
oil, and are peipetually green and flourishing. And O, 
when the heavenly dews of divine grace fall upon the 
people of God, '' they make them fat and flourishing ; 
and they shall bring forth fruit in old age.*^ That which 
is truly beautiful in the sight of God, is purity ; and his 
graces adorn the soul with real loveliness in his eyes. 
Some^of you wish to be esteemed lovely in the eyes of 
others, and adorn your persons in habiliments white as 
the lily^ and gay as the rose. But to be really beautiful 
in the eyes of infinite purity we must '* be holy, as God 
is holy.'* And as the beauty of the oli?e is principally 
from its being perpetually verdant^ so the beauty of the 
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ehrktfaufi MH km the iMore ■trikii^ly nanifeift^ lor **ht 
ahatt M like m tree pkMited hj die rivers of water, that 
bringeth forth his lirail in his season ; his leaf also duUl 
not wither; and whatsoever be doeth shall prosper«T 
Observe also 

4* lUpleoMnt 9dour. ** His smell as Ld^anon— the 
soent thereof sbafi be as tho wine d Lebanon.** The 
importance of this is indkated bj its being twice re- 
peated. As the vine is iai^gidy cultivated in that district ; 
and as the etive^ and oedaTy and mnlberry, and fig tree 
abonnd, we are sure that the fragrancy of Lebanon osast 
be particBlarJy delightfal to an individnal near that lo- 
cality. How refreshing and sweet woaU be the odorif- 
eroBs petfames which woold waft along with the gak| 
and greet the oUhctorj nerves. 80 Ami Lebanon woald 
not only be beantifal to look, nponi bat woold send forth 
a most pleasant odow ; Reading the fri^an^ of its 
prodnetions, wafted eo the wings of the wind* 

The chorch of Christ is thns to be fragrant towards 
those diat are aroond; and will be so nnder the gracions 
dews of heaven e the savonr of religion will have a pow- 
erful insittnatuig influence on those that are withoot. The 
nearer we live to God^ and the more influential will be 
onr life and character. There is a power in holiness 
which is irresistable ; and the christian thereby becomes 
ft an odonr of a sweet smelL^ ''Awake, O north wind ; 
and come then south; Uow upon my garden, that the 
q^ices thereof may flow out^ Once more notice 

3. As abundant increase. ^ Revive as the eorn, and 
, grow as the vine.*' So that not only growth, beauty, and 
fragrancy result from the distilling of die dew upon the 
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prodactions of the earth, bat a large increase of fmit k 
the conseqaence. Sach frnitfalness is predicted concero- 
ing the church of Christ : '' there shall be an handfol of 
corn in the earth, upon the top of the mountains ; the 
fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon : and they of the 
city shall flourish like grass of the earth." The frnitfal- 
ness of the christian shall be of the same character as the 
dews which fall upon him, viz. fruits of the spirit ; sudi 
as ''love, joy, peace, long^snfifering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, temperance ; against which there is no law/' Con- 
cluding 

OBSRRViiTIONS. 

1. How delightful the position of the church, when its 
individual members are thus inhaling divine influences, 
and living in such sweet communion with God. '' Happy 
is the people that is in such a case." 

2. How soon might the most enlarged promises of God 
be realized, with respect to the establishment and enlarge- 
ment of his kingdom in the world, were we only gasping 
for grace, as the thirsty land for the dew and showers : 
*' the wilderness would become as Eden, and the desert 
blossom as the garden of the Lord.^ '' Instead of the 
thorn, would come up the fir tree,^* <&c. 

3. Alas ! how few are yielding the fruits of righteous- 
ness becoming the time they have stood in this garden or 
plantation of the Lord. Jesus said to his disciples, '' ye 
have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained 
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that 3*oar 
fruit should remain/^ Beware ! lest the axe should be laid 
to the root of the tree, and the sentence should go forth* 
'^cut it down as a onmberer of the ground." 
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CHRISTIAN PATRIOTISM, 

** O that mj head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, 
that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my 
people."— Jer. is. 1. 

Jeremiah bas often been called fbe weepings propbet. 
Here be seems to bare been looking at tbe abject condi- 
tion of tbe Jews, wbo were bis brethren. They were in 
captivity and sorrow, and he strikes bis prophetic lyre in 
solemn sadness; takes np for them a lamentation, a 
monrning^ and a woe. He weeps over their gnilt and 
misery; he gazes with intense concern at their bondage, 
bnt especially at their awfnl departures from God, and 
says ^* mine eye rnnneth down with rivers of water, for 
the destruction of the daughter of my people. Mine 
eye trickleth down and ceasetb not, without any inter- 
mission, till the Lord look down and behold from heaven* 
Mine eye affectetb^ mine heart, because of all tbe daugh- 
ters of my city." This is true patriotism, the love of 
country. Here is genuine philanthropy, the love of our 
fellow men ; shewn not only in weeping over their afflic- 
tions, but in earnest entreaty, warning them of danger, 
and urging them to seek, and seeking for them himself, 
their reconciliation to God, and their deliverance i^om 
tbe thraldom in which they were involved. 

The deep solicitude Jeremiah felt for his people and 
country is worthy of imitation ; and such patriotism, 
christian patriotism, ought to glow in every christian 
bosom, and excite in each and all tbe strongest com- 
misseration as we gaze on the world^s degradation, ex- 
L 2 
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posnre, and rain. It is time we were aronsed to a ri^^ht 
state of feeling and action, that we maj lesson, if possible^ 
tlie guilt and wretchedness, and thraldom of our fellow 
men. 

I. What does this lanquage indicate? 

]. A deep and intense concern over the misery and 
danger of lost souls. What was it tliat so deeply affected 
the prophet, which wrang his heart with anguish, so that 
he gave utterance to the wish in the text ? It was the 
enslaved condition in which his brethren were so deeply 
involved; enslaved becaase they were a nation laden 
with sins, a seed of evil doers, therefore '' Jerusalem 
was to be on heaps, and a den of dragons, and the cities 
of Jndah desolate, without an inhabitant.^* He saw all 
this hastening on the Jews, and a long and a severe cap- 
tivity as a consequence of their deep degeneracy; and 
looking with the eyes of a man of God on the sad scene, 
his eye affecteth his heart, and he cries out, ** O that my 
head were waters," &c. 

And have we no cause for such emotions of sorrow, as 
we look on the dense mass of immortal beings around us, 
involved in guilt ? Fearful and overwhelming, involving 
the loss, not of mere temporal things, the destruction of 
cities, and wasting of inhabitants, but the loss of souls ; 
souls of priceless worth, moving along in chains mote 
galling, and exposed to sorrows more enduring far than 
the brethren of Jeremiah. And can we look unmoved, 
unaffected, unimpressed by the mournful scene ? Have 
we no bowels of compassion, no yearnings of pity, do 
meltings of love ? Jesus wept as he drew near the city 
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of Jerasalem^ and exclaimed, '' O thatthoa had^t known/* 
(&c. " He had tears only for one 8orrow> and he wept 
them over lost seals/' ** Did Christ o^er sinners weep ; 
and shall oar cheeks be dry ?*' Sorely it should awake 
and tonch the tenderest chord in our bosom ; let loose all 
the sluices of the sonl to weep over hamanity prostrate, 
wonnded, bleeding, dying; and lead as to exclaim with 
the weeping prophet, " O that my bead were waters,^ 
&c. With David, " rivers of waters ran down mine 
eyes, because men keep not thy law.** This language 
indicates 

2. Not only sympathy for their misery, but is also 
escpreasive of an earnest desire for their restoration to 
reconciliation and happiness. He knew of a remedy of 
sovereign efficacy, and only of one ; and earnestly desired 
that they might be participants of its blessings. " Is 
there no balm in Gilead ; is there no physician there ? 
Why then is not the health of the daughter of my people 
recovered?^* Such language implies that there is a 
sovereign remedy for all their ills, and his anxiety that 
they might avail themselves of its benefits. A feeling 
corresponding with this is evinced by Paul, ** I say the 
truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me 
witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness 
and continoal sorrow in my heart. For I could wish 
that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, 
my kinsmen according to the flesh.^' And why ? That 
they might feel an interest in that Saviour whom they 
denied and set at nonght. See also how this feeling 
prompted Moses^ Ex. xxxii. 31. He stood in the gap^ 
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ud weidd h^TV soffered himaetf, so tlMii they mighl be 
psrdoiitd* 

Sueh intense soUcitade for the aools of wmo, wmA, 
diiistiaii patriotism and pliikuithropyy ought th«e to sa- 
perindace ns to sedc the amelioratioii of baman woe ; and 
Ae only remedy for the miseries of man is '^ the Ibaim in 
Gilead.'' To that we shoald ever direct the attentMNi of 
the sinner. To the ** physieian who is there/' as the 
only one who can take away their every disease^ and re- 
store them to healthy and life, and happiness. 

3. It aeetna an tmpaastaned hewaUment over thm i2m- 
kanour cast upon God. His righteons soal, like Lot's, 
was vexed with their filthy conversation ; and he seems 
weary of his life, of what his eyeslsee, and bis ears hear, 
and he cries <' O that I had in the wilderness a lodging 
place of wayfaring men, that I might leave my people.'' 
He saw them dishonouring God, and raining themselves. 
They were filthy and false ; ** every one turned to Ihs 
course, as the horse rosheth into the battle." 

The same feeling for God's honour, seems to have incited 
Moses to holy anger, when he cast down the tables of stone 
at the dght of the vain idols the children of Israel had 
made to the dishonour of God. And how affectingly 
does Elijah bewail this, I Kings, xix. 4-^10. This is the 
right feeling to cultivate in reference to sinners; that 
while we commiserate their deeply abject and ruined condi- 
tion, yet to regard them as rebels against God, for whose 
honour we ought to be deeply concerned : not to regard 
men as poor, keyless, unfortunate creatures, who camiot 
help being what they are ; but consider them as a^p ia 
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jBLtms Bgaiast the sapreme authority of heaven f Bni, 
jealous for the diyine honour^ call on all, without exception, 
to cease their hostility, and submit to their rightful 
sovereign. Is it nothing, to see God^s name dishonoured^ 
his Sabbaths desecrated, his temple neglected, his word 
contemned, his authority trampled upon ? Is it nothing, 
that men should jeer on subjects the most sacred, and 
realities the most solemn ; blaspheme the holy name of 
God with impious tongue, cast his words behind, and 
trample on the blood of Jesus Christ. O ! is not this a 
reason why, with impassioned earnestness, we should cry, 
'' O ! that my head were waters, and nune eyes fountains 
of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of 
the daughter of my people.'' 
II. But what will such concern prompt us to? 

1. To fervent prayer on their behalf. So it did Jere^ 
miah; and he receives assurances that Judea, though so 
desolate, should again become fruitful and inhabited : as, 
Kxxii. ch. Thus it prompted Moses; and thus it prompted 
Paul, <^bretkreny my hearts desire and prayer to God for 
Israel is, that they might be saved.'' 

Thus should we be actuated: as one has observed, 
'' the christian church has at command that which brings 
the blessing ; the spirit of prayer is hers ; the privilege 
of prayer is hers ; and the place of prayer is hers." Men 
and women of prayer then are required to bless the world, 
and bring it back to God. 

2. It mil prompt to active exertion to save the aoula of 
our fellow men. The same writer has said, ^' the first, 
and second, and third thing in the religion of the niuQ* 
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icMtk imh%wy, h Acnoif i the ageforientiiiiMilid rfbtf^ 
leM pmyer^ for the eotorertioii ef the weHd, is fMt ; tte 
enly i%bt prayer aeeeptable to 6od| is the devdiioft that 
attetupts it/' 8e did Jer. iv. 19* 

3. ItmUprong9it0$nakeHicnytce9^effMii^ 1t0» 
souls weipe hot iinbned with such jeaniag irrepreflsible 
sv^citade as this, what AoML we not be ready to lay on 
the aliar of saerffiee ? ^ Not eoaati&g onr lives dear auto 
nsy^ Ae. What self denial, baming love, devoted aeal, 
consecrated wealth, time, talent, nay even life itsdf, 
Wonld be embodied in the one all-absorbing anxiety, to 
save seals from death* Who then is ready to say, 

" My life, my blood I here preienty 
If for tby troth they may be ipent; 
Thy faithful witness will I be; 
Tis fixed, I can do all through thee." 

APPLICITION. 

1. Did yon ever weep orer lost sools ? weep for those 
who never weep for themselves ? Sarely it beeometfa as 
to do so, as professing to be constrained by the love of 
Christ; to weep even for those who mock onr sensibilities, 
deride onr concern, and tannt ns with being only self-in* 
terested, when we seek their salratfon. 

2. No intensity of feeling can be equal to the magnitude 
of the object before ns. ^' What can be the throes of 
anguish, the pangs of travail, which such a catastrophe 
as the world^s ruin should produce ? Such a view diouM 
produce great heaviness, continual sorrow, true compas- 
sion, real tears, unfictitious agony, unfeigned pain, wid 
every other form of genuine emotion, which ean eipresa 
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in their hearts."* Then the limgaage tf the tvU viU but 
fiMotfy espMM the mental angoidL endan4» ia looking at 
the distressing spectacle of lost sonli* 

JL On? lodMinal watt beings and the piXM^erity of the 
obmdiy may maeh depend oa what we do on behalf of 
others: for it is <'he that watereth, that shall be watered 
bimsdCi** << Wee anto them that are at ease Uk Zion.'* 
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THE GOOD MAN'S REFUGE. 

^And Hesekltlh reeelTed the ktttor from tbe band of Um i 
tnd n^A it: aud Hesekiah went np nntp the house of the Lord, and 
•pread it before the Lord/' &c.— II Kings, xix. 14—30. 

Ta« exalted position of Heaekiah^ so far fron exempt- 
ing him from troable, served only to inorease it t he was 
a good man, and received a' high commendation^ ^ for be 
dave to the Lord^ and departed not from following hm, 
bat kept his commandments, which the Lord commanded 
Moses.^ He had not been long seated on the throne* ere 
the Asq^rian monardi sought a qaarrel with him : Hexe* 
iLiah m the first instance tamely submits, and pays a 
heavy tribute, or ransom from the threatened invasion of 
SennacheriVs powerful forces, who had already succeeded 
in taking the fenced cities of Judea, subdued the garri- 
sonSf laid Samaria waste, and an attack is meditated on 
Jerusalem, unless Heaekiah submitted to the exorbitant 
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demand of this powerfal king. We are thus brooght to 
the consideration of 

L H£Zekiah's trouble. IL His refuo£. And 
m. His deliverancb. 

I. Hezekiah-8 trouble. He said << This day is a day 
of trouble, and of rebakee and blasphemy.'^ This arose 
from 

1. A threatened invasion hy a mighty monarch. He 
had already reached witliin sight of the city, and within 
speaking distance of some of Hezekiah's connsellors. 
Already a great army surrounded them, which had carried 
the day in many of the cities in their onward march. 
There was a host of warriors, whose skill and prowess 
had been tested, in a great degree, and none had been 

able to withstand their aggressive movements. They ' 

were now come flushed with past conquests, and deter- 
mined to carry their arms to the main city, even to Jeru- 
salem ; and there are they now, marslialled in battle array | 
— ^formidable in number, and invincible in courage; 
while the magnitude of the enemy can be seen from the | 
city walls. I 

2. HezekiaKs trouble was increased hy the perfidious | 
conduct of the invader. To purchase peace he had sub- i 
mitted to a heavy fine. J I. Kings xviii. 14. This was a 
very large sum of money, amounting it is aupposed to 
two hundred thousand pounds of our money. For this 
he had emptied the public treasury, and had to borrow 
the gold and silver he had given to the house of the Lord, 
in order to meet his pressing exigency, and satisfy the 
grasping ambition of this perfidious king. A short time i 
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6Dly seems to have elapsed ere Sennacherib basely tnmi 
round npon the king of Jadah, and again threatens him 
with war. 

3. The proud vauntings of Sennacherib'' 8 servants in- 
ereaee Hezekiah's trouble. Babsliakeh is the principal 
spokesman, and 

(1.) He langhs to scorn the supposed help on which 
Hezekiah might be depending, in order to free himself 
from his hands. With curling lip, and sneering manner, 
and keen irony, he taunts him about his meagre army 
and their effeminacy. 

(2.) Rabshakeh further recites the many victories his 
master had already achieved, and contemptuously asks, 
what hope Hezekiah could indulge of deliverance out of 
his hands. 

(3.) Rabshakeh then proudly lifts up his head and 
taunts Hezekiali with his trust in his God, since none of 
the gods of the heathen had delivered the nations out of 
his hands, with whom he had already antagonized ; and 
then he insults the majesty of heaven, and blasphemes his 
holy name ; and after some little interval he returns 
again to dare Hezekiah, and the God in whom he trusted. 
Look now 

II. At Hezekiah's refuge. It was not in his own 
prowess, and the might of his army ; not in his impreg- 
nable forts, and the height of the city walls. No, his 
refuge was in his God. ** He incloses,'^ says a commen- 
tator, ** tliis letter, in another letter, a praying letter — a 
believing letter, and sends them up to the King of Kings.'^ 
See him, as he goes np to the house of the Lord with a 

M 
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heavy heart, and bends in lowly prostration before the 
mercy-seat — let as draw near and listen to the ontponr- 
ing of his grief. 

1 . He %8 expressing his unwavering confidence in the 
God of Israel. An infidel king had been vain-gloriously 
boasting of his own superiority to Hezekiah^s God ; but 
this had not shaken his trust, or weakened his faith in 
the Lord of Hosts. Let Sennacherib say what he will, 
^* thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms 
of the earth." 

2. He invites the kind attention of his God, to the very 
words of the letter sent to him. He " spread it before 
the Lord." God does not need to be told our troubles 
for his own information ; but it serves to give relief to 
the mind, while the individual pours out his soul in prayer 
at the throne of grace. The special character of his 
petition is worthy of remark ; he probably read it in the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 

3. He acknowledges the truth of SennachenV's victories* 
Tliat he was really a mighty conqueror, and had wasted 
many other cities as he affirmed. But Hezekiah had a 
higher refuge than the gods of the other nations ; and, 
therefore, he had no need to fear and quake before a 
man, while the God of Israel stood ready to defend and 
save. 

4. He manifests particular anxiety for the honour of 
God^s name, and earnestly implores him to arise, and 
plead his own cause, and the cause of his people ; and 
vindicate himself, and make it manifest that Israel did 
not rely in vain on the strength of his arm ; so that a 
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proud, vaantingy blasphemous king might no longer be 
permitted to scorn the power of the God of heaven. 

III. Hezekiah's deliverance. In addition to his 
own prayers he sent to Isaiah, to solicit an interest in 
his ; and Isaiah was instructed to convey the answer of 
God to Hezekiah : read from the 21st verse. How beau- 
tiful in composition ; apposite and consolatory in its ap- 
plication. What is the substance of it? (1.) That 
Sennacherib's army should be overtaken with confusion 
and dismay, and ultimately with death. (2.) That he 
should be scorned by the very men whom he defied. (3.) 
That the whole of his conduct had been under the cogni- 
zance of God. (4.) That with all his proud boasting he 
should not be permitted to come into the city. (5.) And 
that Hezekiah might make himself easy, for God would 
undertake to defend the city. Come let us turn aside and 
see this great salvation of God. 

1. How speedily was he routed. That night, 35 v. 
How soon the answer to prayer is given, and how speed- 
ily is Hezekiah^s sorrow to be turned into joy. 

2. How easily was it accomplished. ^^ The angel of 
the Lord went out,'^ (&c. Here is omnipotence in an- 
tagonism to feeble man, and the destruction of Sennach- 
erib^s hosts was a little work with God. 

3. How dreadful was the havoc made. 185,000 of the 
bravest of his warriors, smitten in one night! What 
an awful sight for the survivors; what a bitter wail 
would rise from the few spared, as they looked upon that 
valley of death in the morning. 

4. How tragical was his own death. 37 v. 
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APPLICATION. 

1. Who ever fought against God and prospered? 

2. W ho ever trusted in God and were coufounded ? 

3. Our only refuge in trouble is the Lord of Hosts. 
'* Thou hast a mighty arm, stroug is thy haud^ and high 
is thy right hand." 



Plan XXVI. 
PECULIAR WASHING. 

** If I wash thee not, thoa bast no part with me." — John ziii. 8. 

How truly did Jesus say^ *' the Son of man came 
not to be ministered unto^ but to minister.'^ What an 
illustration of this fact we have in the context. See the 
Lord of life and glory, as he lays aside his upper coat or 
tunic, and girding around him a towel, and taking water 
in a bason in order to wash the feet of his disciples. 
What condescension this ! How low he stoops ! How 
menial his engagement. Well might Peter shrink from 
the Saviour, as proceeding from one to another, Jesus pre- 
pares to wash his feet. Peter, often impetuous, may 
surely be excused on this occasion evincing an unhesi- 
tating opposition to the wishes of his Lord. He did not 
understand its meaning ; his first impulse was that of 
surprise, astonishment, amazement, that Jesus should 
perform an office so humiliating as this, on one who felt 
himself so unworthy; and therefore he exclaims '^ Lord 
dost thou wash my feet ? " Jesus, by way of pacifying' 
him, said that he would acquaint him with its meaning' 
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when the ceremony was over^ as 7 t. and the explanation 
he did give^ when he had daly performed his office of 
mercy^ as 12— -17. Peter still was unwilling that Jesns 
shonld (as be thought^) bemean himself by snch an act, 
and said in the most peremptory manner, " thou shalt 
never wash my feet.^^ Bnt in the language of our text 
Jesns answered — ** If I wash thee not thou hast no part 
with me.'' 

Here let us consider, I. The operation stated. 
II. Its necessity. III. The operator. And IV. The 
interests con/oined. 

I. The operation stated. Washing. That some- 
thing more was implied in what Jesus did, than the mere 
ablution of his disciples' feet, we may well infer, since 
as it confers a part with Christ, none save the twelve 
disciples could ever have been thus interested in him, as 
they only were the individuals primarily concerned. 
What it implied may be gathered from other portions of 
divine truth, where the same expression is employed ; 
and we shall find that it is a beautiful and expressive 
emblem of that change of nature, and ablution from sin, 
which is often asserted and illastrated in the book of 
God. It is in this senue used by David, ** Wash me 
throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my^ 
sin. Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean ; wash 
me and I shall be whiter than snow." So Isaiah, <' Wash 
you, make yon clean, put away the evil of your doings 
fi'om before mine eyes ; cease to do evil, learn to do well.'' 
So Jeremiah, << O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from 
iniquity, that thou mayest be saved." So Paul, after 

M 2 
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describing certain characters who should be excluded 
from the kingdom of God, adds ** and snch were some 
of joQ^ but je are washed/^ c&c. And thus also in the 
Apocalypse, " These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes and made tliem 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 

II. Its necessity. Consider the fall and depravity 
of man, as set forth in the scripture. Snch figures are 
employed as to fully indicate the foul and leprous state 
of the human heart, and the necessity of such cleansing 
operations. ^* The whole head is sick, the whole heart 
is faint, from the sole of the foot even to the head there 
is no soundness in it : but wounds and bruises, and pu- 
trifying sores," &c. What depth of depravity ! What 
a sink of sin ! How loathsome is such a condition ! Can 
necessity be greater ? " For out of the heart proceed 
evil thonghts,^^ &c. Matt. xv. 19, 20. Read also Rom. 
iii.lO— 18. 

Observation and experience fully confirm scripture re- 
presentation, and teach the necessity of a radical change ; 
since *^ all flesh hath corrupted its way.'^ 

III. The operator. '« If I wash thee not,'' Ac. 
Particular emphasis must be laid on this little word '^ I.*^ 
For man is too defiled by sin in every part, ever to wash 
himself. '^ Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the 
leopard his spots?" "Who can bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean ? Not one." Good works will not do 
it. " Not by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing 
of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghosf 
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'* None but Jesos, none but Jesas^ can do helpless sin- 
ners good.^' There needs no other operator^ since ** the 
blood of Jesns Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.^* 

IV. The interests conjoined. '< Thou hast no part 
with me.^' But to be washed by Jesus Christ will en- 
sure the interest denied to others ; and to have a part in 
Christ is 

1. To have an interest in his blood. Sach an interest 
as the Apostle speaks of^ *^ In whom we have redemp- 
tion through his blood, even the forgiveness of our sins.^ 
What a PART is this ! 

2. // is to share in the conquests he achieved. He was 
a mighty victor, he conquered when he fell. ^* He led 
captivity captive/' (&e. Jesus conquered for us ; and we 
shall share in his victories, have a part in his triumphs. 
Sin, and death, and hell shall be overcome by all who 
are washed in his blood. So ''he that overcometh will 
I give to sit with me on my throne^ even as I have over- 
come, and am seated with my Father on his.^* 

3. Thei^ shall have a part in his first resurrection. 
*' Blessed and holy is he that hath a part in the first 
resurrection : on such the second death hath no power.^ 

4. Each shall compose a part 0/ the blood^washed 
throng %n heaven, 

5. Shall sing a part in the celestial anthem. The 
burden of the song is, '' Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath 
made us kings and priests unto God and his Father : to 
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.^ 
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APPLICATION. 

1. Ifyoahave no part with Christ, what then? , If 
yon have ** no part nor lot in the matter/^ you still must 
have a part. If you have no part with Christ, you 
must have a part with Satan. If no part in the con- 
quests he has achieved, yourselves must be among the 
enemies whom he will put under his feet. If no part 
with the blood-washed multitude above, you must have a 
part with demons and lost spirits in hell for ever. If 
you sing no part in the celestial song of the redeemed, 
you must weep, and wail, and gnash your part in the 
untold torments of the damned. O sinners arise, and 
go to the *' fountain opened in the house of David, 
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for un- 
cleanness.'^ 

2. No sinner is too foul and leprous to be washed by 
Jesus Christ. 
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THE INCOMPARABLE PEOPLE. 

*' Happy art thou, O Israel : who is like unto thee, O people cMived 
by the Lord, the shield of thy help, and who is the sword of thine 
excellency : and thine enemies shall he found liars unto thee, and 
thou Shalt tread upon their high places." — Oeu. zxziii. 29. 

MosES was rehearsing; in the hearing of Israel^ the 
wonderful dealings of God towards them, just previously 
to his own death : he had been honoured as their deliverer 
and leader under God from the Egyptian yoke^ to the 
borders of the promised laud. Himself was not permitted 
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to tread the verdant plains, or drink the flowing milk, or 
eat of the pleasant honej, which characterized the fertility 
of Canaan : but while on their account principally, he is 
thus denied the privilege he earnestly desires, yet he 
dwells with peculiar satisfaction on the happy and safe 
condition of that people over whom he had so often wept, 
and prayed, and watched ; whom he had taught by divine 
legation, for whom he had stood in the gap, lest they 
should be destroyed : had been their leader, commander, 
mediator, and deliverer : he is about to die ; to leave them, 
and go to the rest above ; and after reciting the distin- 
guished blessings which God intended them to share, he 
sums up all by saying, ** Happy art thou, O Israel,^^ c&c. 

Israel was a type of the church of Christ, and Canaan 
was a type of heaven ; and it would not be unprofitable 
to trace out the peculiarities and vicissitudes of their con- 
dition, and the ample resources they had available for 
every exigency ; and thus see how strikingly they typified 
the Israel of God in all ages, " For if ye be Christ^s, 
then are ye Abram^s seed, and heirs according to pro- 
mise.^^ 

The happy and safe condition of the people of God, are 
abundantly affirmed in the scriptures. Every thing in 
creation, providence, and grace, is made to «nbserve their 
highest interests, and their ultimate blessedness. '< For 
all things are yours,'^ i&c. 

Our text is sustained by the various particulars re- 
hearsed in the context. '^ Happy art thou, O Israel.^^ 

I. In having so grectt, so high, and so glorious a God. 
26 V. '^ None is like Jeshurun^s God, so great, so strongs 
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80 high/' The nations of the world have other gods to 
whom they do homage ; other lords who have the dominion 
o?er them : hut the God of Jeshurnn, ** he is the Godj he 
is the God." — There is none like him for the perfection of 
his natare^ for immaculate purity, for infinite wisdom, for 
omnipotent power, fur Groundless goodness, and for invio- 
lable truth ; he is *' glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, 
doing wonders." Happy 

II. In having such an interest in the divine regards, 
"O people saved by the Lord." He gave Egypt for 
their ransom, and brought them out with a high hand, 
and a stretclied-out arm. So of his spiritual Israel ; he 
has redeemed them from bondage more galling, despotic, 
and tyrannicaU He gave his son for their ransom — to re- 
deem them from the curse of the law, and from all iniquity, 
<&c. ; to ransom them from death, eternal death; and 
exalt them to glory. A salvation embracing all that is 
benignant, and gracious, and blessed in this world ; and 
all that is honourable, and glorious, and dignifying in the 
world to come. Happy 

1 1 1. — In being surrounded with such protection. 28 v. 
'^ Israel then shall dwell in safety alone," — free from the 
fear of enemies, and safe under the sheltering wings of the 
Almighty. « The Lord is the shield of thy help." The 
shield that protects from every thing which could really 
injure them— a shield that covers body, soul, substance, 
and reputation ; <^ the shield of faith," by which they 
*^ quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.*^ The Lord 
*^ rides upon the heaven in thy help, and in his ezceUency 
on the sky." Happy 
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I IV. For all their enemies shall be destroyed. '< He shall 

thrust oat the enemy from before thee/and shall say destroy 
them." 27 v. '* Who is the sword of thine excellency," or 
thine excellent sword. This language indicates the re- 
sources of Israel^ and the name and strength by which 
they are all-victorious. Their enemies may be many, 
subtle, vindictive ; but '^ the Lord fighteth for tbee,^ and 
he is thine excellent sword : so that Israel can say as 
David to Goliath, '^ Thou comest to me with a sword and 
a spear, but I come to thee in the name of the Lord.^ 
Jesus has '' spoiled principalities and powers, and made a 
shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it ;" and 
arms his people with an excellent sword, a sword with 
two edges — " the sword of the spirit, which is the 
word of God,"— and says, "destroy them all, destroy." 
Happy 

I V. In the refuge to fohich they can flee. " The eternal 

God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting 
arms.^ We are safe indeed in hands like these, for *^ the 
name of the Lord is a strong tower ; the righteous runneth 
into it, and are safe.^^ Here Israel can dwell securely, 
amid the upheavings of earth, and the threatenings of 
hell; amid <Mhe wreck of matter, and the crash di 
worlds ;" amid the turmoil and conflicts of their pilgrim- 
age ; for ^^ God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble.^^ ^'And underneath are the everlasting 
arms.*" O how happy with such supports : borne up in 
the arms of eternal love, of the *^ everlasting covenant 
ordered in all things and sure,^^ of the eternal salvation 
which Jesns has wrought out, and the everlasting conso- 
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lations which shall flow in perennial fallness into the 
sonls of the redeemed and sanctified : anderneath are the 
everlasting arms ! Then 

** Hov can I sink with snch a prop, 
Which bears the world and all things up." 

VI. Happy in having all their rtanta supplied. 28 v. 
Canaan abounded with corn, and wine^ and oil, and milk, 
and honey; and God says here that the heavens should 
be propitious to them^ that he wonld ^' send the rain in 
its season, and send showers of blessings.^ Yea^ that 
" the heavens shall drop down dew." Happy too is 
spiritual Israel^ for the promise comprises the bestow- 
ment of both temporal and spiritual good. Temporal^ 
for " the Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want." " Trust 
in the Lord and do good, and thou shalt dwell in the 
land^ and verily thou shalt be fed.'* *< Take no thought 
for the morrow," &c. Spiritual, for my God shall snpply 
all your need, according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus." ** Blessed be the God and father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual bless- 
ings, in heavenly places in Christ Jesns." Happy 

VII. For their ultimate victory is secured. ** Thine 
enemies shall be found liars unto thee, and thou shalt 
tread upon their high places.** Such a promise had re- 
spect to the overthrow of the high towers of the Canaan- 
ites; their fortresses, their cities, c&c. There are men ' 
of mighty name, such as Napoleon, who have won many I 
battles, and overthrown many high places, but have been I 
themselves overthrown at the last. But not so the Israel | 
of God. They may lose many a battle in their contests 
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with the powers of darkness, bat the final victory is se- 
cured. '' No weapon formed against thee shall prosper.^ 
<' The feeblest saint shall win the day, though death and 
hell obstract the way.* '^ In all these things we are 
more than conquerors." The world, sin, Satan, shall be 
overthrown. ** Thine enemies shall be found liars,'^ &c. 
VIII. Who then is like unto thee? Happy art thou, 
O Israel Who ? for an interest in the divine regards, 
a share in the blessings of redemption : for such a good 
God, and good laws, and good prospects. Who ? What 
kings, potentates, statesmen, poets, painters, linguists, 
historians, generals, scholars ? 

'< Blest O Israel art thou, what people is like thee ; 

SaTed from sin hj Jesas now, thou art and still shalt be : 
Jesas is th j sevenfold shield, Jesns is thy flaming sword ; 
Earth and hell and sin shall yields to Ood*s almighty word." 

1. To belong to the people of God, therefore, is not 
folly, but wisdom. ** Happy is the people that is in such 
a case, yea happy is that people whose God is the Lord.^^ 

2. To be the enemies of God and of his people, is not 
wisdom, but madness. Who ever hardened himself 
against God and prospered? 



Pun XXVIII. 
QUESTION CONCERNING CHRIST. 

•« What think ye of Christ »"— Matt xxil. 42. 

Thk occasion which gave rise to this question is par- 
ticularly mentioned in the context. Jesus having put 
them all to silence, turns round upon the querists and 

N 
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flays, " What think ye of Christ?'" There are many 
particulars in connection with the history of the Saviour 
to which we might apply this question, but purpose to 
confine ourselves to four. " What think ye of Christ," 
as it respects 
L His person ? II. His condescension. III. His 

EXALTATION. AnD IY. HiS SALVATION. 

I. As IT RESPECTS HIS PERSON. A Similar question 
to this is proposed to his disciples. Matt. xvi. 13 — 17, 
which elicited from Peter, as the mouthpiece of the rest, 
this memorable reply, *' Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God." Then " What think ye of Christ?" 
That he was man, is evident from the circumstances of 
his birth, &c. and to this he frequently refers : but that 
he was more than man, the scriptures assert with equal 
force and clearness. That he was God as well as man, 
divine as well as human, or else there can be no well- 
defined meaning attached to such passages as the follow- 
ing: "The mighty God, the everlasting Father." " I 
and my father are one." " Who being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God." 
" Who is over all God blessed for ever." Also Col. L 
15, 16., and John i. 1 — 4. " Great is the mystery of 
godliness, God manifest in the flesh.'^ His miracles 
while on earth are confirmatory of this doctrine ; he had 
only to speak and it was done, to command and it stood 
fast: we see his omnipotence in controlling the winds 
and waves ; his omniscience in divining the very thoughts 
and reasonings of his auditors ; his omnipresence in the 
direction he gives as to the precise spot where his disci- 
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pies would find the ass and colt, by which he made his 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. He was often most 
signally acknowledged by the Father, as his "beloved 
Son." Well might the Apostle ask, " to which of the 
angels said he at any time thou art my son, this day have 
I begotten thee ? But of the Son he saith, thy thtoue O 
God is for ever and ever.'^ 

What think ye then of Christ, as it respects his per- 
son ? If he be God, '' render unto him the glory due 
unto his name.^' What think ye of Christ, 

II. As IT RESPECTS HIS CONDESCENSION? There 
would be no meaning in this, if he were only man ; but 
it is most remarkably indicated 

1. In his taking human nature into union nith the divine. 
How wonderfully mysterious, " God manifest in the 
flesh r^ What a stoop was this ! " The word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory ; 
the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth.^* " He' took not on him the nature of 
angels, but he took on him the seed of Abraham.'^ His 
condescension is seen too 

2. In the contrast of circumstances to which he sub- 
mitted. " For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, that ye through his poverty might be made 
rich." Rich in the eternity of his duration ; rich in the 
nniversality of his power ; rich in the infinity of his wis- 
dom ; rich in the glories of his station. Tet " he made 
himself of no reputation/^ «&c. His condescension is fur- 
ther seen 
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3. In the sufferings to nhich he voluntarily yielded. 
Not only in his lowly parentage and birth, and the poverty 
of his condition, bat also in his walk through the world, 
as the '' despised and rejected of men. A man of sorrows 
and acquainted with griefs/ *' He was oppressed and 
he was afflicted, yet he opened not his month.^ What 
indignities he bore — what cruel gibes, and taunts, and 
scorn. '^ He hid not his face from shame and quitting.** 
*' He gave his back to the smiters, and his cheeks to 
them that plucked off the hair.^ And then, O woudrons 
love ! he laid down his life as an expiatory sacrifice for 
the sins of the world. All these are features in the ama- 
zing humiliation of the Son of God. What think ye 
then of CSirist as it respects his condescension ? 
This question is appropriate to us again, 
III. As IT BEsPKCTs HIS EXALTATION. This is a fea- 
ture in the history of Christ which calls for our loudest 
joy. An event pregnant with results thai shall have the 
mightiest influence on the eternal destinies of the whole 
human race. We believe not, trust not in a dead, but 
in a risen and exalted Saviour : for if Christ be not risen 
then is our hope vain, and we are yet in our sins. On 
this base the' whole superstructure of Christianity rests. 
If this fails there will not be left a wreck behind. Shall 
we then visit the place where the Lord lay? Shall we 
ask with the Marys ** Where have ye laid him ?'* If 
we do we sliall receive the same reply. '' He is not 
here, he is risen.^ '< The Lord is risen indeed, and hatk 
appeared unto Simon .^^ What a memorable morn was 
that which dawned on Judea. What glorious triumphs 
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now were to be acbieved. Triamphs so exalted and 

glorious as to be worthy even of God to achieve. He 

rises who mankind has bought O <' tell it in Gatb^ and 

pablish it in the streets of Askelon/^ Strike^ O strike 

yoar lyres, ye angelic throng. Ye morning stars, who 

sang creation^s story, shoat alond for joy, proclaim it to 

earth^s remotest bounds ; o^er every mountain and every 

dale ; in every land, and to all the world announce the 

joy/ul news; and let the glorious acclaim reverberate 

through heaven's high vaulted arch ; '^ Jesus the dead 

revives again/' The ponderous stone is rolled away from 

the mouth of the sepulchre. He revisits and reanimates 

the slumbering clay. 

^ Death his death*s wound receives ; 
The Tanquisber himself subdued, 
Spoil'd of his Taunted »poil, and through 
The ample air in triumph high he rides : 
Leading captivitj captive, maugres hell, 
And shews the powers of dazkness bound." 

And where is he now ? He is exalted to the Father's 
right hand, &c. To him divine honours and ascriptions 
of praise are rendered. '* For God has highly exalted 
him,'' <&c. Phil. ii. 9 — 11. And what are now his en- 
gagements ? He '^ ever liveth to make intercession for 
us." As our Daysman, Mediator, Advocate. How dif- 
ferent are his circumstances now from those in which he 
once stood. Once a babe in Bethlehem, but now a Prince 
and Saviour. Once a man of sorrows, but now radiant 
with light and glory. Once be was condemned, but soon 
be will be the judge himself. Once a slaughtered lamb, 
but he will now assume the character of *' the Lion of 
the tribe of Jndah, and shall rule the nations with a rod 
n2 
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of iron/' What think ye then of CSirbt as it respects 
his exaltation ? Once more we present the important 
question, 

IV. As IT RESPECTS HIS SALYiTiON. Do wc ask why 
was the humiliation of Christ? why those tears, and 
groans, and agony, and bloody sweat, and shamefal 
death ? It was for ns men, and for onr salvation. Snch 
a salvation as is best adapted to the sinner's condition. 
''A salvation from sin, the worst of all evils ; from self, 
the worst of all companions ; from death, the most awful 
of all changes ; from Satan, the worst of all enemies ; 
from hell, the most horrible of all prisons ; and from 
wrath, the doom of all sinners.^ A salvation from sin to 
holiness, from nature to grace, from hell to heaven. 
Free — full — complete — present — and etemoL How 
great, how glorious the salvation of Jesus. <<What 
think ye of Christ ^* as it respects his salvation ? 

APPLICATION. 

1 Are there any asking, '' what must I do to be saved ? 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.^* 

2 Do any think their case desperate, that their sins are 
too great, their danger too imminent ? '' He is able to 
save them to the uttermost, that come unto God by him.*^ 
Say not your pollutions are too foul, since *' the blood of 
Jesus Christ his son, cleanseth from all sin.^^ 

3. There is salvation in no other. *< He that believeth 
and is baptized, shall be saved ; but he that believeth not, 
shall be damned.^' 
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EVANGELICAL TRUTH. , 

^As the troth is in Jesas/'— £ph. It. 21. 

'< Learn of me/^ said the inimitable teacher, who 
'^ spake as never man spake ;^^— -<< spake as one having 
anthority, and not as the scribes.^ With truth in the 
abstract, we have not now to do ; but with evanyeUcal 
tmth. There is much truth in the world besides this : 
scientific, historic, physical, metaphysical, political, moral, 
(&c. ; which, although important, cannot all together be 
equal to *^ the truth as it is in Jeisus/' 

This comprehends the whole system of revealed reli- 
gion — Christianity : and if we compare this with all other 
forms of religion extant, Jewish, Papal, Pagan, Mahome. 
dan, how vastly superior is.the ** truth as it is in Jesus.** 
What an infinite disparity between this and those/* 

It has been well remarked, that ''the truth as it is in 
Jesus,** is the heart of Christianity, from which the veins 
and arteries proceed, having an intimate relation to other 
great and glorious truths. Divine trnth in general has 
an intimate relation to Jesus Christ; indeed to be a 
christian is to ** believe the truth as it is in Jesns.*^ 
Hence, when the sum of Christianity has to be embodied 
in a single scripture, it is concentrated into such passages 
as these, ** God so loved the world,*' &c. '' This is a faith- 
ful saying,** &c. Now '' as the trnth is in Jesus,** it has 
its own superlative claim on our regard and confidence, 
being essentially different from all other truths. 
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I. It is essentially illuminating. *' The entrance 
of thy words giveth light." Jesus is tlie " sun of righ- 
teousness.^^ '' The light of the world.^^ And men are, 
as described bj the Apostle in the 18Ui v. But the know* 
ledge of Jesus Christ is the scattering of the clouds of 
darkness, error, and superstition, which mantle on the 
human mind. For " he that believeth in me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.^ The 
<' truth as it is in Jesns^ 

II. Is ESSENTIALLY LIFE INSPIRING. '^ This is life 

eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." We live by 
Jesus, nay, we live upon him, " Verily, verily I say unto 
you, except ye eat the flesh of the son of man,^^ <&c. 
^' The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and 
they are life." 

III. It is ESSENTIALLY TRANSFORMING. ^' Of his 

own will begat he us by the word of truth.'* There is a 
power in *' the truth as it is in Jesus/' applied by the 
divine spirit, which regenerates, and makes all things 
new. '' Therefore if any man be in Christ Jesus he 
is a new creature,'' &c. This is the effect of it, which 
the Apostle immediately affirms, 22 v. 

IV. It is ESSENTIALLY PURIFYING. " Evcry word 
of God is pure." " Sanctify them through thy truth, thy 
word is truth." Other truths, however important, leave 
the heart unchanged, the will unsubdued, the affections 
unhallowed. Other forms of religion, such as Piaganisui, 
Mahomedanism, &c. allow the grossest sensuality of 
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mind, and imparity of life ; but '' as the irnth is in 
Jesas/^ it *' renews in the spirit <rf the mind/^ Ac 
23, 24 V. 

y. It is essentially elevating. It /dignifies, ex- 
alts, and ennobles its recipients ; lifts man np ont of the 
dnst and the dunghill, and places him among the princes 
of God^s people. We only need to look at those nations 
which have bat recently received the gospel, and we shall 
see how elevated they have become by its introduction. 
** It has frequently found a race of men in a state of in- 
tellectual prostration, but has never left them in that 
condition : on the contrary, those nations for whose ele- 
vation in this particalar many unsuccessful attempts 
have been made by ordinary means, have been gradually 
raised by the influence of scriptural piety, to a command- 
ing situation in tlie ranks of science and philosophy ; and 
it is not too much to affirm that the world at large has 
been more indebted to religion, for all that exalts man 
as a thinking being, than to all other causes combined." 
How great its moral elevation ! Nay, in the conformity 
of mind it superinduces to Christ it becomes a lever, by 
which man is elevated to glory and to heaven. 

yj. It promotes Christian stability and ad- 
vancement. '< Building up yourselves on your most 
holy faith.^* << As ye have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk ye in him ; rooted and built up in him, 
and established in the faith as ye have been taught, 
abounding therein with thanksgiving.'* The '* truth as 
it is in Jesus^ 
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YII. Is ADMINISTRATIVE Ot THB SWBBTEST CONSa- 

LATION AND HOPE. There is no troth like this to sup- 
port, and cheer, and comfort the soul, amid lifers troubles, 
cares, and sorrows, and in the expectation of death and 
eternity. What will scientific, historic, or merely moral 
truth do for the soul in man^s last probationary hours. 
How peurile, how empty, how useless, every other truth 
save ** the truth as it is in Jesos.^* This, this alone in- 
spires the soul to be ** looking for that blessed hope,'^ 
&c. '< Looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eterna] life/' 

APPLICATION. 

1. Let us more highly prize the knowledge of this 
truth. " Buy the troth and sell it not." With Paul 
" count all things bat loss for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." 

2. This ** truth as it is in Jesus,^' was to be the 
especial teaching of the Holy Spirit. Johb xvi. 13 — 15. 
No teaching like this, for we should see no beauty in this 
truth but for such gracious teaching. 

3. To have right views of the person and work of 
Christ is all-important. To err here is to jeopardize our 
eternal salvation. 

4. Let us bring all the teachings of men to this touch* 
stone. *' Beloved, believe not every spirit," &c. 
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EXTREMITY AND DELIVERANCE. 

'* Bat now thns saith the Lord that created thee O Jacob, and be 
that formed thee O Israel, fear not, for I have redeemed thee, I have 
called thee by thy name. Then art mine. When thou passest 
throngh the waters I will be with thee.'*&c.— Isaiah xUii. i— 3. 

It is deeply interesting and profitable "to trace the 
history of the people of G-od. To see the necessities of 
their condition, the mnltifarions trials they had to endure, 
and the wonderful delirerances wrought out for them. 
We shall see how uniformly divine protection has been 
supplied, and how inviolable has been the divine faith- 
fulness, in their utmost extremity, and manifold vicissi- 
tudes. The previous chapter is one of just complaint 
against Israel. Their perversity was most astonishing, 
and the divine forbearance and constancy of love truly 
marvellous. They are spoken of as blind, and deaf, and 
rebellious, and might justly be left as reprobate silver 
which men have rejected. But still God had " thoughts 
of mercy toward them and not of judgment, to give them 
an expected end.^^ And this chapter opens full of pro- 
mises and assurances of God's unchanging love. This 
is suitable both to the church collectively and to its in- 
dividual members at all times. Let us seek improve- 
ment by noticing 

I. The xxtrbmity supposed. II. The succoub 
ANNOUNCED. And III. The reasons alleged. 

I. The extremity supposed. " When thou passest 
through the water," t&c. The church of Christ is a suf- 
fering churchy It has passed through many fiery ordeals 
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to testy and try, and refine it. The trying dispensations 
throagh which many have passed^ may be very fitly sym- 
bolized hyfire and water. The bush burning with fire, 
bat unconsumed, is an appropriate figure of the snfiTering 
condition of the children of grace. Holiness is no pre- 
servative from sufferings nearness of relationship no ex. 
emption, elevation of spiritual mindedness will not avert 
trials even of the severest character ; nay, some of the 
holiest of men have been the most severely exercised. 
We went, says one, ** through fire and through water.^ 
AflQictions, poverty, persecution, calumny, desertion, <&c. 
are to be found in the vocabulary of most of the people 
of God. The church was planted amidst fiery persecu- 
tion and (he whelming floods. It has subsequently 
passed through ten persecutions^ in which both ** fire and 
water^' were elements of trial and torture. Hell was 
sleepless in its inventions of cruelty and blood against 
the holy and the wise of the earth. Individual churches 
are often reduced to the greatest straits ; their emergen- 
cies are deep ; embarrassments perplexing, and almost 
overwhelming-; tbey pass '^through fire and through 
water.'' This is true also of individuals, they are tem- 
pest tossed, and nearly engulpbed in the swelling biUows, 
or are tested by the fiery ordeals through which God has 
said he will bring a third part of his chosen people. 
Zech. xiii. 9. Notice 

II. The succour announced. '* I will be with thee,'' 
&c. Man's extremity is God's opportunity. The case 
supposed is one of imminent peril, of deep distress and 
danger : as if struggling in the mighty deep. << All thy 
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waves and billows go oyer my head, I sink in the deep 
mire where there is no standing ; I am come into deep 
waters where floods overflow me.^ The promise is 
'' When thou passest through the water I will be with 
thee.'' Fear not^ thoa shalt not slnk^ shalt not be over- 
whelmed, <' the floods shall not overflow thee/' And 
when thoa walkest through the Are thoa shalt not be 
burned, neither shdl the flame kindle upon thee." There 
have been astonishing illustrations of these promises 
literally. The Israelites passing through the Red Sea. 
Also their passage ' through Jordan. And the trial of 
the faith and constancy of the three Hebrew Children in 
the burning fiery furuace. The waves an awful distance 
kept, and the fire forgot its power to burn. It was be* 
cause God was with tl^em. 

Such grace, and love, and power are yet exercised to- 
wards the suffering church ; and the promises of divine 
succour in extremity are great and exceeding precious. 
Refer to Isaiah xvii. 18; xli. 10 ; and xlii. 16. 

III. The rbasons alleged. 1. Thei^ are the work 
vf his hand. ** Thou wilt perfect that whieh concerneth 
me, forsake not the work of thine liands.'^ He that formed 
thee says, fear not. ** This people have I formed for my- 
self, they shall shew forth my praise.^' He has created 
them in Christ Jesus to good works," and will never 
leave, never forsake them. 

2. He has redeemed them with a great price. ** Fear 
not, for I have redeemed thee — I gave Egypt for thy 
ransom." This he said of his ancient people ; but a ran- 
som of higher value has been paid for his church, even 
o 
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the blood of his dear Son. If for Israel he had so mach 
love, how mach more so for those who have been redeemed 
at snch a price. 

3. He has entered into a covenant relationship with 
them, " For I am the Lord thy God." Also Jer. xxxi. 
33. This will secure the whole panoply divine being 
employed in their favour. All the perfections of the 
Godhead will be exercised to defend and save them. 
His power^ holiness, justice, love, wisdom, faithfulness. 
"If God then be for us, who can be against us.'' He 
who controls all worlds, and all events, whose govern- 
ment is universal, who gives to the sea its bounds, to the 
winds their force, to the clouds their impnlsion, to the 
rain its commands, to the sun its power, to the earth its 
fertility, and to the rivers their course, is in covenant re- 
lationship with his people, and therefore we may triumph- 
antly ask, 

" How can we sink with guch a prop 

Which bears the world and all things up." 

4. He has adopted them for his own, ** I have called 
thee by thy name, thou art mine.'' TAoit art mine! 
O what words of surpassing grace. '' He that toucheth 
you, toucheth the apple of mine eye.'* Vile as we are 
he looketh upon us in the face of his anointed. First 
takes into union to himself, and then throws around us 
his everlasting arms ; and then says, "when thou passest 
through the water," &c. 

APPLICATION. 

1. In the sufferings common to the people of God, we 
must expect to share. " For through much tribulation 
we must enter tbie kingdom of God." 
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2. In the hour of deepest extremity let ns look for snc- 
coar in God. Plead the promises in this text. Human 
reason may not see any way of deliyerance, bat then 
** stand still, and see the salvation of God.^^ 

3. These privileges pertain only to the people of God. 
It is only as such that we can sing *^ God is onr refage 
and strength, a very present help in trouble,^ &c. 
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EEPENTANCE. 

<< Except je repent, ye shall all likewise perish." — Lnlce ziii.3. 

Repentance is a change of tbought; a change 
OF feeling; and a change of conduct. Some have 
defined it as a conviction of sin, contrition for sin, con- 
fession of sin, and conversion from sin. There must be 

1. A knowledge of sin. What is sin ? ^* Sin is the 
transgression of the law.^* ** All nnrighteoosness is sin.^* 
'* To him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to 
him it is sin/^ So that it may consist in omission as 
well as commission. And to have scriptural views of it 
we must regard it as God does, '' an evil and bitter 
thing.^ There must be 

2. Self condemnation f not merely an admission that 
we are sinners, hui feeling so. There must be 

3. Sorrow for sin. Not only for its consequences, but 
for itself, as an evil in the sight of God. There must be 

4. Self loathing* Abhorrence of sin. *^ I abhor my- 
self as in dust and ashes/^ ^' Behold I am vile, what 
shall I answer thee.^ There must be 
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5. Confession of sin. Not a mere acknowledgment 
of sin in the general^but a frank, sincere, penitential con- 
fession, like that of David^s in the dlst Psalm. There 
mnst be 

6. Abandonment of ein. There is no real repentance 
where this is not done. <' Bring forth frnits meet for 
repentance.^* We might weep, and sigh, and groan, 
and pray, bnt there is no repentance if there be not an 
entire surrender. Laying the ^' ase to the root of the 
tree." 

II. Further evidences of genuine repentance. 
1 • The love of sin will be destroyed. 

2. Restitution, as far as possible, will be made. 

3. It is permanent. It is never repented of. 

4. It always issues in salvation. It cannot be other- 
wise. None ever sincerely repented who did not find 
mercy. 

III. The necessity op repentance. 

1. The favour and peace of God cannot be enjoyed 
without it. 

2. God has expressly commanded it. Acts xvii. 31. 

3. There is no admission into heaven without it. 

4. Hell is certain if there be no repentance. For 
'' except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish.^* 

application. 

1. Do not mistake your condition and cry peace, peace, 
if God has not spoken peace. Say not as Deu. xxix. 
13, 14. 

2. Be warned against delay. BepeAt now. 

3. Do not despair, if yon truly repent. <' Let the 
wicked forsake his way,'^ Ac 
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JUSTIFICATION. 

" There/ore, being jastified by faitb, we bare peace witb Ood 
tbrongb our Lord Jesns Christ/' — Rom. t. 1. 

The Apostle, in the preceding chapters^ had been show- 
ing that man is a sinner ; has broken the law of God ; 
that he has not the means within himself of recovering 
his forfeited position and standing, as just before God, by 
any works of righteonsness of his own : bat that if saved 
or jastified he mast be so on the ground of the atonement 
of Jesas Christ : and can realize an interest in the atone- 
ment only by the exercise of faith, and not by the works 
of the law. 

I. The term justification is a law term, used to signify 
acquittal from any charge of guilt— a declaration of inno- 
cence, &c. 

Now the justification of the gospel is not a declaration 
of innocence, for man is guilty ; and yet on the ground 
of the righteousness and atonement of Christ, he is par- 
doned and accepted, and treated as ^he was innocent. 

1. Justification is an act of sovereign grace. Grace 
grounded on the sacrificial death of the Son of God. ** He 
died the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God.'' 

2. It is sifnonymous mth pardon or forgiveness. 
Paul clearly affirmed this in Acts xiii. 38, 39. 

3. It restores man hack to the favour of God. He is 
not only pardoned and delivered from death, but made a 
child of God. 

o 2 
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4f. jiil needful ff race 13 herein secured. The pardoned 
sinner is not left to combat alone with his manifold ene- 
miesy bnt as a child of God he has the most ample sop- 
plies of graoe, to keep him again from falling into con- 
demnation. 

S. Eternal salvaHon is ensured. '< For whom be did 
predestinate, them he also called ; and whom he called, 
them he also jnstified ; and whom he justified, them he 
also glorified/ 

IL The instrumental means of justification. 
'' Faith.'^ Faith is not the efficient canse, for it is God 
who justifies; not the moving cause, for it is of the free 
jg^race of God ; not the matter of it, for it is the righteous- 
ness of Jesus Christ ; not the ground of it, for that would 
be justification by works ; whereas we know ^' that a 
man is not jnstified by the works of the law/^ Gal. ii. 1 6. 

1. The object of faith is Christ. Faith must have 
some object on which to fix, some knowledge on which 
to ground its confidence, and that knowledge will be a 
suitable acquaintance with the leading principles of the 
gospel ; all converging in Christ. 

2. The matter of faith embraces ail that God has said 
of his Son. God has said ** that he hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son,^ Faith rests upon 
the divine promise, and we are justified through the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

3. The result of faith is justification. The complete 
obliteration of every sin ; and we are treated as innocent, 
and released from the condemnation of the law. 
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4. A gracuma peace fiwee Irom a heUemng ^gppropria-' 
Han qf Christ^ " Being jostled by faith we havepeoce 
with God." 

APPLICATION. 

1. Are you jastified ? What evidences do you shew ? 
Is it manifest by the removal of condemnation, the in- 
flowings of divine peace, and conformity to the divine 
image ? 

2. Do yon wish to be justified ? Let go every other 
■ refnge, and place the hand of faith on '^ the Lamb of 

God, which taketh away the sin of the world.^^ 

3. If Jesns Christ be not trusted in for justification, 
there is no hope for the sinner. All things else are 
** refuges of lies." 
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THE DAY OF SALVATION. 

** Behold, now is the day of salTation."— II. Cor. Ti. 2. 

There can be nothing of equal magnitude to the sal- 
vation of the soul. Its security is beyond all price. 
There is no amount of material existence can vie with 
the soul of man. Its salvation, therefore, is of the ut- 
most moment. We have already dwelt upon the <' Word 
of salvation,^ we now more particularly confine ourselves 
to the time allotted to us to obtain it. There is probably 
a reference in the text to a custom of kings in ancient 
times, who had their set days of holding audiences with 
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their people, to reoehre and grant petitions, <&c. and a 
crier is sent forth to say *' Behold, now is the accepted 
time, behold, now is the daj of salvation.^* These might 
not to be the precise words employed, but the custom 
may have been suggestive of this language of PauPs. 

The " DAY of salvation,^^ is very significant in its 
meaning, and deserving of very grave attention. 

1. The natural day has reference to the time when the 
sun is risen upon the world — the darkness of the night 
is passed, the shadows are fled, and now it is day — the 
time of light. So the day of salvation refers to the gospel 
day — the day of Chrises rising upon the world, as the 
'< sun of righteousness.^^ When he came *^ the day- 
spring from on high visited us, to give light to them that 
sit in darkness, and the shadow of death.^* This then is 
the day, the gospel day, the '^ day of salvation.^' We 
are now, therefore, no longer in darkness, for it is past, 
and the true light now shineth. '* Walk while ye have 
the lighty lest darkness come upon you.^^ 

2. The day is the time of labour and activity. When 
the day dawns the husbandman and mechanic rise at 
early morn, to pursue their daily vocation. All nature 
seems buoyant and wakeful, after the repose of the night. 
The mill, with its thousand revolutions, and the various 
mechanical operations of men, indicate the busy hum and 
din of life. Man begins his daily toil, he is expected to 
be wakeful, active, and laborious, when the day is come. 
Behold this is *' the day of salvation ;^ and as in the 
natural day we must labour for the bread that perishetb^ 
so in the day of salvation we must ^' Work while it is 
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day.^ « Work oat yoor own salyation with fear aud 
trembling^/' Let as say as Jesas^ '* I mast work the 
works of him that hath sent me, while it is day/* 

3. The day is a section of time allotted to man in 
which to act his part as a probationer. This is his day 
of trials It is bat a small portion of time, compared with 
man^s eternal duration. A day is bat little, in compari- 
son with some men^s lives : bat how short is it compared 
with eternity ! And althoagh this is the day of salvation, 
yet it is bat a day. It will soon be over. It is the time 
of trial, whether yon will have salvation or not. Yonr 
day of probation has b^an, bat it is rapidly hastening 
away. This is bat the beginnings of your existence, and 
if yoa reach even to threescore years and ten, what is it 
after all ? It is but a day, a small section of time in 
which yoa may seek aud find salvation. 

4. The day is always succeeded by night. 1 he winter s 
day is short, the night is long. The sammer^s day, 
though longer, still still must end ; for night will come, 
after tlie longest, and brightest, and happiest day thai 
ever dawned. A nd so will the day of salvation terminate. 
It has already lasted with some ten, twenty, thirty, forty, 
and even to seventy years : bat the night is coming, fast 
coming. The sun, with respect to some of you, is fast 
declining ; and the shadows of the night are mantling 
the sky. Even with respect to the yonngest it may be 
that ** the day is far spent, and the night is at hand.^ 
Ah ! sinners, year day of salvation will not last for ever. 
The night of death will come, and the blackness of dark- 
ness set In for ever and ever. The day of vengeance is 
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at hand, and a long and terrible night will ensae, the 
night of death| where there is no life ; a night of misery, 
where there is no joy ; a night of damnation, where there 
is no salvation. ** The night cometh when no man can 
work/ 

APPLICATION. 

1. <^ Why stand ye here all the day idle ?'' The has- ' 
bandman is come forth to hire labonrers at early mom, ! 
and is ready to agree with yon for wages, and set yon on I 
to work, and says, *' go work to-day in my vineyard.'* ' 
Again at the sixth, and the ninth hoar, he repeats the | 
request, and urges yon to immediate labonr. These are | 
stages in lifers short day, in which the heavenly messenger | 
is commissioned to invite yon to secure salvation in its I 
day. 

2. There is no time like early morn for beginning the 
great work. Ye that are joung, begin now to seek sal- 
vation. '' To day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts.^^ 

3. With some of yon the day is far spent. You have 
arrived at the ninth, or the eleventh hour of the day, and 
have not yet sought salvation. Surely it is high time to 
awake out of sleep, for there is much to do. '' Awake 
thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light" 

4 There is one relief to the mind in the contemplation 
of this important subject. That it is yet '< the day of 
salvation.'^ Nearly as the lamp of life is in its expiry, 
it is not yet expired. Fast as tlie day is waning, it is 
not yet terminated. Swiftly as hdl is moving from be- 
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Death, and the night of damnation trarels to meet the 
impenitent, it is yet the day of salvation. Then 

** Hasten, O siDner, to be wise ; 
And stay not for the morrow's sun : 
The longer wisdom yon despise, 
The harder is she to he won." 



Plan XXXIV. 
DISTINGUISHED HONOUR. 

« Them that honour me, I will honour; and they that despise me 
shall he lightly esteemed."— I. Sam. ii. 30. 

When man acts a part worthy of himself and the 
high intelligence with which he is endowed^ it is pleasing 
to God> who condescends to regard him with peculiar 
favour : bnt when the reverse, God^s anger is jnstly in- 
censed against him, as in onr text. 

The history of Eli illustrates this. He was a man of 
God, a priest of the temple, in whose care Samnel the 
prophet was early placed. But it seems he was unfaith- 
ful in his own house. He had two sons, ^' who made 
themselves vile, and he restrained them not.^^ God, 
therefore, held Eli responsible for their conduct to a 
great degree, and threatened him with the extinction of 
his house and name. This threatening was partially 
execnted, as recorded in the 4th chapter. 

I. Such views of God^s jealousy for his honour, and 
the threatened evils consequent on withholding from him 
the glory due unto his name, should lead us to the 
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serious enquiry, in what way we may gi?e him honour. 
Among the many methods of doing this, we shall do so 

1 . By making choice of him as our chief portion* And 
who has so much right to the heart as himself? The 
estimate we ought to ha^e of him is this, '' whom have 
I in heaven but thee,^ &c. To choose God for our por* 
tion, is religion ; do this and you honour him ; neglect 
it and you despise him. 

2. By an immediate and cordial reception qfhis truth* 
** Thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.^ 
If God puts so much honour upon his own word, it will 
give him honour cordially to receive it, implicitly to rely 
upon it, and cheerfoUy to obey it. 

3. By personal consecration to hie service. '* I be- 
seech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pre- 
sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable service.*^ '* Ye are not 
your own, for ye are bought with a price, therefore glorify 
God in your bodies, and in your spirits, which are God^s/^ 

4. By a public profession of attachment to his name* 
God expects his people to be distinct and separate from 
the world ; to *' put on Chris^^ in the way the primitive 
christians did. 

5. By honouring his holy day toith becoming sanctii^t 
Isa. Iviii. 13, 14. 

6. By employing our talents and influence in his cause* 
II. What distinouishino privileoes will sucfl 

CONDUCT INSURE. '< Them that honour me I will 
honour.^' 
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1. God wiU make an honourable distinction between 
them and others. John xii. 26, and xv. 15. 

2. He win make honourable mention of them before 
assembled worlds. ** Whosoever shall confess me before 
men, him will I also confess before my father and his 
holy angels." Is not this to be highly honoured? 

3. He will give them an honourable and approving 
welcome into his heavenly kingdom. ** Come ye blessed 
of my father/^ <&c. ^' Whosoever shall do and teach my 
commandments, the same shall be call^ great in the 
kingdom of heaven.^^ 

4. He will award to them a recompense of honour 
through eternity. " They shall be mine, saith the Lord, 
in that day when I make np my jewels/' (&c. These are 
they *^ whom the king deUghteth to hononr.^^ 

III. God will punish those who despise him. 
To despise God is an awfnl indication of profanity and 
rebellion, on which be cannot look with indifference; 
and if we act the reverse of those who honour him, we 
stand in the alternative position of despising God. Does 
it arise from shame ? Well, Jesus has said ^^ He that 
is ashamed of me and of my words, of him also will I be 
ashamed before my Father and his holy angels.^^ And 
is not that to be lightly esteemed ? 

APPLICATION. 

1. In what position do my hearers stand ? As those 
who honour God, or those who despise him ? Listen 
again to the text, '< them that honour me,^^ (&c. 
p 
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2. If you are lightly esteemed by God, your misery 
\vill be great. If you have not his smile, you must have 
his frown. If yon have not his blessing, you must have 
his curse. If he say not come he will say depart. ^* Con- 
sider this, ye that forget God." 



Plan XXXV. 
THE REJOICING LIGHT. 

** The light of the righteous rejoiceth."— ProT. xiii. 9. 

And where shall we find the character spoken of? 
Into what society, or order of men, among the thousand 
distinctions of being which there are in the world, among 
whom shall we find the righteous ? The infallible di- 
rectory tells us " there is none righteous, no not one ;" 
yet oar text speaks of such, and so do other portions of 
sacred writ. How is this ? Man, in his natural state, 
is far from God and far from righteousness ; but with 
respect to many, a great change has passed upon them, 
and they have passed from darkness to light, and been 
made new creatures in Christ Jesus. And having by 
faith relied upon the Saviour, they have participated of 
his righteousness, which is imputed to all, and is upon 
all them that believe. 

I. By what distinctive traits may they be 

KNOWN. 

I. Bi/ the internal character of their religion. There 
is no doubt a deal of superficial religion in the world ; 
mere outside show ; many having only *^ the form pf 
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gfodliness/^ All are not Israel wbo are of Israel ; all are 
not righteous who are among them. Those who are 
really righteous have so mnch^ of it as to have wrought 
an internal change in the heart : are spiritually minded : 
have their affections purified — love the righteous God, 
and love his righteous people,, and love bis righteous 
laws, and this, because they are righteous. They are 
known 

2. By the conaiatency of their outnard deportment. 
It has been remarked that a superficial religionist, like 
a superficial scholar, attends to many things which go 
on smoothly, but when he comes to what is hard and 
difficult, he passes it over. Now the righteous man 
carries his religion with him wherever he goes ; he is 
not one thing on the sabbath, and another on the week 
day. The principles he has imbibed constrain to a uni-> 
form consistency of character, so as to warrant the con- 
clusion that he is sincere, and upright, and righteous. 
Notice 

II. The bkautiful metaphor employbp, *^ the 
light/' The righteous are expressly called the *' children 
of light." I. Thess. v. 5. Eph. v. 8. While, on the other 
hand, the wicked are called the children of darkness. 
Christ also is called " the light of the world.^^ God , too, is 
the '^ father of lights.^ The gospel also is distinguished 
as light If the expression be taken to embrace the whole 
system of religion, and the saving knowledge it imparts, 
it is manifest that ^' the light of the righteous rejoiceth." 

1. Such light is real, not imaginary; palpable, not 
deceptive ; certain, not an ignns fatnos ; not the light of 
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haman science — of philosophy — of reason ; but the light 
of the gospel. 

2. It %8 ditnne in its source* '^ For God who com- 
manded the light to shine ont of darkness,^^ <&c. 

3. It is constant Not flactnating. 

4. It is etertioL ** The path of the just is as the 
shining light, which shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day." 

IV. The happy influences of this light. It 
** rejoiceth.*' 

1. Is the cause ofrejoieing to its possessor^ 

2. It sheds a happy influence in its own circle, 

3. It gives the church additional cause of joy* 

4. It excites the joyous acclaim of angels. 

APPLICATION. 

1. What a marked contrast there is between the righ- 
teous and the wicked. ** The light of the righteous re- 
joiceth, but the lamp of the wicked shall be put oat." 

2. '^ Let the children of Zion be joyful in their king.^^ 
** Your joy no man taketh from you." Is. xxxv. 10. 



Plan XXXVI. 
SELF DECEPTION. 



^ For if a man think himself to be «ooiething> when he ii noUilag, 
he deceiveth himself." — Gal. y\. 3. 

Christian professors are frequently enjoined to teat, 
examine,- and prove the genuineness of their piety* It 
is to be feared many are self-deceived, and hence the 
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importance of institating a rigid scrutiny of their re- 
ligions principles. It is an awful thing to have a name 
to live, and yet be dead. To be crying peaces peace, 
when God has not spoken peace. ** Examine your- 
selves whether ye be in the faith.^^ Shall we bring our 
religion to the touchstone of divine truth ? that we may 
test its q'lality^ whether it be gold, silver, precious stones ; 
or only wood, hay, stubble, which the fiery ordeal shall 
consume. And this we should be ready to do, because 
*^ if a man think himself to be something,^^ &c. Let us 
then, as in the sight of God, ask our souls a few import- 
ant questions. 

I. Are we as deeply concerned about salvation now as 
when we first made a profession of religion ? How many 
there are who, having obtained admission into a chris- 
tian church, seemed to have attained the summit of their 
wishes ; and then gradually evinced less and less concern 
about the things of God. Ah ! of how many might it 
now be asked, ** where is the blessedness ye spake of ?^' 

2.* Are we as sensitive of sin now as we were formerly ? 
Is it possible that we can now indulge in evil associa- 
tions, from which we before shrank with instinctive dread ? 
Can we now go to scenes of amusement and worldly par- 
ties, which we formerly considered preiudicial to piety ? 
If so, let us beware of ^* thinking ourselves to be some- 
thing, when we are nothing,^' i&c. 

3. Have our evil tempers and besetting sins resumed 
their dominion ? Can we now be as passionate as for- 
merly, or indulge in former besetments? if so, we have 
reason to suspect the genuineness of our religion. 
2 p 
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4. Do we carrj oar religion with as into the world, 
into all oar bosiness traosaetioDSi and all the relations of 
life ? If we do not, and yet make a profession of re- 
ligion, we " think of ourselves more highly than we 
ought to think/' 

5. Are we doing any thing to spread the kingdom of 
Christ? In religion we look for fraits. What does 
religion cost ns? how much have we given back to 
God? and what sacrifices have we made? If we are 
contented to let the world perish, and ** come not up to 
the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty." Let as not vainly imagine that we are con- 
verted to God. 

Questions might be multiplied on this solemn subject, 
but we press upon each the necessity of serious self-ex- 
amination. Decide not hastily, but ponder well the path 
of your feet, and prayerfully seek the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, that you may not be self-deceived. 

APPLICATION. 

1. If you have reason to fear that you have been 
<< thinking yourselves to be something, when you are 
nothing, thereby deceiving yourselves,^ at once, hnm- 
ble yourselves in the dust before God, and rest not short 

of " Christ in you the hope of glory." 

2. The church has sustained the most serious damage 
from false professors ; they are the Achans in the camp 
of Israel, and hinder tlie prosperity of Zion. 

3. Such false professors give to the world the most 
erroneous impressions of religion, and thereby prevent 
many from joining the church. 



^^ 
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4. Sach self-deception is most awfally rainoas to the 
individaal himself. How awfbl to slumber on in self- 
secaritj^ and find at last that he is self-deceived. 

5. If a backsliding professor be present^ we arge yon 
to '' remember, therefore, from whence thoa art fallen, 
and repent and do the first works.*^ 

6. Have you reason to hope that yon are not ** think- 
ing yonrselves to be something, when/^ &c. then *' re- 
joice, and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven.'* 
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THE THRONE OP GRACE. 

** Let ns, therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." — 
Heb. iv. 16. 

The word ^^ therefore'' in the text, will shew that it 
has some connection with the preceding verses. A de- 
duction or consequence drawn from the previous argu- 
ment. The Apostle is setting forth the superiority of 
the priesthood of Christ to that of Aaron. Affirms that 
he has passed into the heavens, is sympathizing towards 
his people, and engaged in intercession on their behalf. 
" Let us, therefore, come boldly to the throne of grace." 
Three things are suggested from these words, 

I. The throne to which we are invited. II. 
The SPIRIT IN WHICH WE are to approach it. And 
III. The GRACIOUS help we shall secure. 
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I. ThB THRONB to which we ark INTITRD. '^ The 

throne of grace/' When God, as the sovereign of the 
world, issues his laws for oar government, he sits on a 
ihrone of legislation ; and glory and majesty belong to 
that throne, and it is inaccessible to us : witness the fear- 
ful manifestations of Sinai. When he administers those 
laws, and awards unto human beings the just demerit of 
their works, he sits on a throne of judgment, and that 
too is an awful throne. But wlien he dispenses mercy 
and favour to rebel sinners, he sits on a ** throne of 
grace,^' and that is a throne of benignancy and love. It 
is to this throne we are invited. If we were summoned 
to his throne of justice, we might reasonably quake and 
fear, for that is inexorable : but how blessed the thought, 
it is the *' throne of grace." The appropriateness of 
this designation will be seen, when we consider 

1. It %8 the throne of the God of grace* Of that God 
with whom grace originated, and who is represented as 
'^waiting that he may be gracious unto as," and as 
*' the God of all grace." 

2. It 18 the throne where grace ta diepenaed. The 
gospel is the dispensation of grace. *^ The law was 
given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesas 
Christ.^^ ^^ And of his fulness have we all received, and 
grace for grace." He dispenses the grace of repentance, 
faith, pardon, adoption, and sanctification. 

3. It ia a throne eatdblished by grace and truth having 
met together, ^* God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them." 
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4. // £9 a throne eatabUahed to hear petitiona. He 
says, ** ask and ye shall receive/' &o. ** What is thy 
request, and it shall be granted/^ ^^ Open thy mouth 
wide and I will mi it'' 

'' Thou art coining to a king ; 
Large petitions with thee bring $ 
¥*or his power and grace are sach. 
None can ever ask too much." 

5. Thta throne ia alnaya occeaMIe. Not so the throne 
of an earthly sovereign. There are often great delays, 
many menials to consult, and yon business to state, 
before you can be permitted to approach the throne of an 
earthly monarch. But to this throne we are invited. 
Petition in hand, or month, or heart, we may go right 
up to this throne, and spread our wants before it, at all 
times, and in all places. Notice 

XL Tb£ spirit is which we are to approach it. 
** Boldly.'' This expression does not allow of vulgar 
fhmiiiarity, or irreverence ; but is to be regarded as the 
opposite of a cringing, hesitating, trembling, fearing 
approach, such as would be seen in a slave approaching 
a tyrannical master ; and means rather a spirit of con- 
fiding love, such as is manifest by a confiding child, ap- 
proaching a much loved father, with freedom, liberty, 
authority, as it is illustrated, Heb. x. 19—22. 

III. The gracious help we sball secure. ''Ob- 
tain merey,'' &c. What a falnegs of blessing is here ! 
Meroy is what we all need, and need now, for we are 
sinners ; and need always, for sin is mixed with all we 
do. Well, to the ** throne of grace'' we are invited, and 
are assured that we shall obtain as much as we need, and 
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as often as we need, merqy to pardon sin, and grace to 
soothe in sorrow, to sncconr in temptation, to strengthen 
in weakness, connsel in perplexity, and to discharge all 
the duties of our station with fidelity to others, with com- 
fort to ourselves, and with honour to God. '^ My grace 
is sufficient for thee, for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness.^^ 

APPLICATION. 

1. Let us value most highly this '' throne of grace,^' 
and come to it with frequency. 

2. Let us come to it through the mediation of Jesus 
Christ, empty handed. Come to the fulness of those 
supplies which are in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

3. Let us bring our troubles and petitions to this 
throne, in preference to taking them elsewhere/' Cast- 
ing all your care upon him for he careth for you.^ 

4. Be (issured we cannot come to this throne in vain. 
'' My God shall supply all your need, according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.^^ 



Plan XXXVIIL 
PERSONAL CONSECRATION. 

*^ But first gaye their own selves unto the Lord, and anto us by the 
will of God."— II Cor. viii. 5. 

Thb Apostle is commending the benevolent and liberal 
spirit of the saints at Macedonia in the previous verses. 
The religion of Jesus Christ is so far from selfishness and 
parsimony, that it is really expansive in its power — 
enlarging, purifying, and liberalizing the entire man : 
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the lesson it teaches is, '^ whoso hath this world's g^ods, 
and seeth his brother in need,^^ &c. Christians are to 
iynitate Christy who went about doingf good to the bodies 
and souls of men : the saints of Macedonia had largely 
imbibed this spirit^ and such had been its expansive 
influence upon them, that they had far exceeded the most 
sanguine hope of the apostles, gone beyond all their ex- 
pectations. '^ For this they did not as we hoped, but first 
gave,^ &c. We shall use this passage as presenting to 
us duties of the first importance 

I. That of personal consecration to God. And 
II. Union with the people of God. 

I. Personal consecration to God. The first duty 
of the sinner is to do this, and to do it at once ; God 
calls upon him to yield himnelf up now and for ever to 
him as his rightful Lord. This will comprise 

1. An unreserved abandonment of every other service. 
** No man can serve two masters.^^ We must give up all 
allegiance to Satan — conformity to the world— indulgence 
in sin : it is impossible for men to be christians who love 
sin — conform to the world— and keep up connection with 
their former master. The prayer of the Apostle is, '' that 
the whole body, sonl, and spirit, be thus consecrated to 
God, and preserved unto eternal life.^' This involves 

2. Stipreme love to God, ** He that loveth father or 
mother, wife or children, houses or land, more than me, 
is not worthy of me.'^ This is then an entire, ein^J^, 
undivided affection of the soul to God. It comprises too 

3. A prompt and cheerful obedience to his commands* 
We cannot separate dedication and obedience — ^love to 
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Christ and obedience to bi« Itigh behests : if there in a 
lack of the latter, there most be a deficiency of the for- 
mer. *^ If ye love me, keep my sayings.^' ^' Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command youJ^ There 
are but two positive institntions of a ceremonial character 
in the New Testament ; baptism, and the Lord^s snpper — 
and shall we call ourselves christians, if we are not obedi- 
ent to Christ in his ordinances ? How trnly he might 
upbraid many with saying ^' Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things that I say." 

IL It is the duty of the christian to unite 
WITH the people OF GoD. This should be 

1. In the order of the text. *' First give their own 
selves to the Lord, and then,^^ &c. We fear this is 
reversed by some religions bodies ; if so, it is nnscripta- 
ral and antichristian ; snch church polity is indefensible; 
the order of consecration is evident— ^/^r^^ the Lord's, and 
then uniting in Christian fellowship. 

2. The duty (s immediate after conversion. The 
words of the text will bear this construction, it should be 
without delay. This was the apostolic practice; and 
hence three thousand were converted and added to the 
church in one day. With all our anxiety to nait, and 

prove our catechumens before we permit them to be 
added to the church, we cannot err by following the 
practice of the primitive christians. 

OBJECTIONS. 

L Many object to join the church of Christ because 
of the imperfections of its members ; they profess to have 
given themselves already unto the Lord, and there they 
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stop: if impeifectioii in a commanity will jastify discon- 
neotioDy there is not one beneath the snn bnt what must 
be abandoned ; bnt if yonr own walk and conyersation 
be consistent, yon might so exert an inflnence upon 
others, that they would emulate your virtues* 

2. Some conclude that they can go to heaven as well 
without. What! go to heaven without obedience to 
Christ ? If religion be not obedience to Christ, what is 
it ? If yon fail in those things which indicate genuine 
piety, how can you conclude that you are as safe^ and 
likely to go to heaven, as those whose meat and drink it 
is to do the will of God ? 

3. Others say they are unfit. Then you are unfit to 
die, unfit to go to thejudgment bar, unfit to go to heaven : 
you have yet to comply with the first part of the text, 
"first give yourselves to the Lord.^^ 

ENCOURAGEMENTS. 

1. The joint co-operation of the children of God is 
essential to make an effectual inroad into the kingdom of 
Satan. What can we do single-handed, when the sacra- 
mental hosts of God^s elect, combined in mighty phalanx, 
can effect so little in stemming the torrents of vice, and 
spreading the religion of the cross. '^ Who then is on 
the Lord's side." 

2. Would yon have the commendation of those, '^ Who 
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth ?'' then hasten 
to follow the example of your Saviour ; be obedient to 
his commands, and do all in remembrance of him. 

3. Let all who truly love the Saviour at once profess 
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his name; a line of demarcation is at once required, 
between the world and the people of God. <^ Wherefore 
come out from emoug them, and be ye separate saith the 
Lord," &c. 



Plan XXXIX. 
THE ATONEMENT AND ITS OBJECTS. 



« Who gave himself for ub, that he might redeem as from all ini* 
quity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works." — Titus ii. 14. 



Notice 1. The distinguished sacrifice here 
SPOKEN OF. " Who gave himself.^^ 

1. It was divine. ** The great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.^^ 13th verse. This was no common lamb 
bleating in the Jewish fold^ or smoking on the altar of 
sacrifice ; but " the Lamb of God." " God made flesh." 
It was this dignity of the sacrifice which stamped it with 
such amazing value. This was necessary to the worthy 
and sufficiency, and efficacy of the atonement. 

2. It was voluntary. "Gave himself.^ Of this he 
speaks on several occasions. " I am the good shepherd^ 
the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep." *' There- 
fore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my 
life that I might take it again. No man taketh it from 
me> but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay 
it down, and I have power to take it again." 

3. It was vtcariouSf or substitutionary* ^* Gave him- 
self for us.'" He died not for his own sins for he was 
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without sin ; but he died for ns. This snbstittition was 
two-fold. The sohstitation of 

(1.) Ht9 person " himself.'^ And can we ever estimate 
a gfift like this ? It wonld have been a great gift to have 
given an angel/ if that could have sufficed-r-one of the 
brightest and best^of the '< sons of the morning/^ but he 
gave himself. O! ^^ thanks be unto God, for this un- 
speakable giflt.^ There was also the substitution of 

(!^.) His mfferinga. Suffered for us. Not that his 
sufferings were identical. with Aose we must have suf- 
fered, but for his atoning sacrifice ; but sufferings, 
adequfttely expressing tiie vindication of divine law, aud 
on the account of which, Grod can honourably save him 
that believeth in Jesus. He gave his life for ours, his 
blood for ours, gave himself up to suffer, that we might 
. not suffer. ** Died the just for the unjust, to bring us to 
God." Obderve 

II. The OBJECTS of his sacrifice. '' That hem%ht 
redeem us from all iniquity,^* &o. Redemption supposes 
JMrndage, pricey deliverance ; and these are all observable 
in the redemption of man. Man was in bondage. The 
price was the blood of Jesus Christ ; and the deliverance 
was effected by his ** opening the prison doors, and 
setting at liberty them that are bound." The fnlness of 
this redemptiou is stated in the text. 

1. Redeemed nsjrom all inig[uify. From its fftiilif 
its love, its potter, and its eonaequences. /^ Made free 
from sio.^' '' And if the Son make you free, ye are free 
indeed." A further object of Iiis sacrifice was 

2. To purify unto himeelf a peculiar people. Not 



180 PLAN XXXIX. 

only had redemption respect to Hie past, bat it was also 
prospective. He designed to make his people Iioly. This 
doctrine of sanctification^ though much controverted, is 
nevertheless tanght here. This was his intention in re- 
deeming nsy it was to make us pnre, '^ purify onto him- 
self,'^ (&c This is indnded in his redeeming us from all 
iniqoity ; and this we are tanght is what he means to 
make his church. ** Loved the church, and gave himself 
for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it, with the 
washing of water by the word, that he might present it 
to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing, but that it should be holy and with- 
out blemish.'^ 

The significant designation given to the saints indicates 
a further object of his sacrifice. It was to make 

3. A peculiar people. God accounts them so. They 
have a peculiar relationship, peculiar interests, are '' loved 
with a peculiar love — ^redeemed witli a peculiar price — 
enriched with peculiar blessings — ^watched over with pe- 
culiar care — ^live a peculiar life, and die a peculiar death.*' 
There is still a further object of his sacrifice indicated in 
the text. '' That he might purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, 

4. Zealous of good norks.^ ^* No man^liveth to him- 
self.'^ God has '^ created us in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which he hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them.^* ** Zealous of good works.*' This shews 
the degree of intensity there must be in our labours in the 
cause of God, setting Christ before us as a pattern, who 
said ^< the zeal of thine house doth eat me up.** Zeal ia 
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love in a flames and surely the cause of Christ should 
excite the most ardent and impassioned efforts for its 
propagation. 

APPLICATION. 

1. Are we answering the end for which we have 
been redeemed? Is iniquity subdued? Is purity 
sought? Is the significant designation appropriate? 
And are our works bearing the characteristics^ zealous 
and good. 

2. Under what lasting obligations are we laid to our 
adorable Saviour^ <' who gave himself for us.^ What 
love is this ! 

" Love 80 amazing, so divine; 

Demands my sonl, my life, my all." 



Plan XL. 

AARON AND CHRIST. 

*<And he stood between the dead and the living; and the plague 
was stayed."— Num. xvi. 48. 

It will be necessary to take a cursory view of the par- 
ticulars narrated in this chapter; which gives a full 
account of an insurrectionary movement on the part of 
Israel, against Moses and Aaron. In Jade we read of 
some perishing in the gainsaying of Core, or Korah ; and 
here we have the particulars. Surely it is impossible to 
read this chapter without being struck with the sad per- 
versity of human nature— how it will fly in the face of 
q2 
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both jadgment and mercy, friendship and relationship, 
and every thing that stands in the way of its ambitions 
grasp, or infiatnated perversity. 

On the other hand what meekness, and reasoning, and 
intercession, on the part of Moses. How he importunes 
and pleads with them, although both he and Aaron were 
the parties whom they sought to depose from their di- 
vinely legated offices. Korah aimed at deposing Aaron 
from the priesthood ; and made a party of two hundred 
and fifty princes of the assembly, Ac 2 v. Moses puts 
their pretensions to the test, 4 — 7. Then Dathan and 
Abiram tauntingly challenge Moses, 12 — 14. With what 
effrontery these disaffected men appear to answer to Moses^ 
challenge : how hardening is sin. How soon they seem 
to have forgotten the strange fire which fell upon Nada 
and Abihu ! 

Moses, however, insists on their compliance, 15—19. 
God^s anger is justly incensed, 21. Moses pleads for the 
innocent, 22. A dreadful and unheard of punishment 
overtakes them, 28 — 33. How dreadful it is to sin 
against God ! How many arrows has he in bis quiver. 
<« The potsherd may strive with the potsherd of the earth, 
but woe unto him that striveth with his Maker.^' These 
were only the ringleaders ; bjit the two hundred and fifty 
were also punished with a dreadful death, 35. Surely 
now all Israel will be appalled, and every mouth will be 
stopped; no man will again dare to speak against Moses, 
account him a usurper, and challenge his credentials : 
surely God^s vindication of his servants in so signal a 
manner, will stop the months of gainsayers, and induce 
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respectfal treatment towards this man of God ! No. O ! 
humanity, where will thy rebellion end ! While the earth 
was scarcely closed — while the carcasses of the rebels were 
scarcely gathered — and the. fire had scarcely ceased its 
smouldering ; alarmed as they were, 34, and dreadful as 
were the cries yet echoing in their ears — lo ! on the 
morrow, the whole of the congregation murmured against 
Moses, &c. 41. This renewal of the spirit of rebellion, 
calls anew for the infliction of punishment ; the glory of 
the Lord is seen again, 42. God is angry with the 
whole of them, and would consume them as in a moment : 
bat see how Moses and Aaron run to the rescue, 46. 
The plague is begun — the thousands of Israel are falling 
by their side — they haste in their preparations to make 
an atonement and stay the plague. What love ! pity ! 
forbearance ! intercession ! are here displayed ! *^ And 
Aaron stood between the living and the dead ; and the 
plague was stayed.'^ Notice 

J. Thb similarity between Aaron and Christ. 

1. What Aaron did was as the high priest of the people : 
that which Christ did, was also as the great high priest of 
our profession. 

2. The compassion of both. 3. Promptitude, 

4. Interposition, Stood in the gap. 5. The atonement, 
6. The salvation of the people. 7. For those who were 
in rebellion against themselves. Notice too 

IL The difference between their interposition. 

1. That was for a nation only : this for a world. 

2. That was for the body : this for the soul. 
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3. That was only incense from the altar : this was the 
offering of himself as a ransonoi. 

4. That had respect to time : this to eternity. 

APPLICiTION. 

1. See th* evil of sin. 2. How dreadful the anger of 
God. 3. How highly should we valne the interposing 
blood of Christ. 



Plan XLT. 
NOAH'S ARK. 

" Come thou and all thy house into the ark." — Gen. vii. I. 

In the delnge of the old world, we see the displeasare 
of the Almighty against sin ; and a striking illostration 
of the solemn affirmation, '< though hand join in hand, sin 
ahaU not go unpunished.^' Noah was a preacher of righ- 
teousness, and faithfully warned his fellow-men of the 
threatened deluge ; but they heeded him not — ** they ate, 
they drank, were marrying, and giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noah entered into the ark,'' &c. The period 
of the judgment, however, came at length, and Noah and 
his family are directed to enter into the ark ; and when all 
were in safety, and the living creatures which had to be 
preserved were safely sheltered, then ^^the Lord shut him 
in." Noah thus secured^ — the fountains of the great deep 
were then broken up — fearful portents were visible 
in the sky — the thunder's dreadful roar — ^the lightning's 
vivid flash — the darkness which might be felt shrouding^ 
the entire heavens — were ominous of impending wrath. 
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The windows of heaven are opened, and the rain falls 
down in torrents — the flood rises mightily — the mountain 
heights are covered — and every living creature is en- 
gulphed in the vasty deep ; save the few who are pre- 
served by omnipotent grace in the ark. O vAat a scene 
of terrors is here ! Behold the goodness and the severity 
of God ! 

I. Let us regard the ark as a type of Christ. 
It was so 

1 . In its strength, God himself was the architect ; he 
knew the power of the elements with which it would have 
to contend, and had it constructed of such materials, and 
in such a form, that it could outlive the pitiless tempest 
which raged around and upon it, for forty nights and 
days in succession, with no cessation — no abatement; but 
however high the waters rise, or fierce the elements be- 
come, it is borne majestically on the bosom of the vast 
expanse of sea, and outlives the storm — ^while all beside 
is desolation. Apply this thought to Christ, and how 
appropriately it becomes him. '<Thon hast a mighty 
arm, strong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand.^^ 
'^ Now, therefore, arise, O Lord G^, into thy resting 
place, thou and the ark of thy strength.^^ ^' All power 
is given unto me in heaven and on earth.^^ '^ For their 
Redeemer is mighty .^^ How blessed to have an arm so 
strong, a Bedeemer ** travelling in the greatness of his 
strength, mighty to save.^^ 

2. Inita suitahUity and mi^ciency. It was divided 
into various compartments, suited to the difierent orders 
of beings which required accommodation: built three 
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stories high ; and having a sufficiency of food both for 

man and beast. We know of no want of space at lack of 

provision^ although all had to be there sustained for more 

than twelve months : the divine architect knew all that 

would be ifecessary for the exigency. How My do these 

particulars apply to Christ, the ark of sinners. 

(h) Was there room in the ark ? So in Christ : not 

for eight persons only, but for the world, if all would come 

to him. 

^ Room in the precioas means of grace, 
Room in the Sayiour's sweet embrace ; 
Room in the fountain of his blood — 
Come now and plunge beneath the flood : 
Room in the kingdom of his lore, 
Room in his father's house above; 
Ten thousand saints his name adore ; 
But still he cries there^s room for more." 

(2.) Was tiiere a sufficiency of food in the ark ? So in 
Christ. '' In my father^s house there is bread enough and 
to spare.^^ None need perish for lack of provision in 
Christ; all, all we want is there. ''Enough for all, 
enough for each, enough for evermore.'^ 

(3.) Was there an adaptation of the building to the 
wants of all who were suiitained. in the ark ? So in 
Christ there is such suitability and adaptation as to meet 
the wants of the most necessitous, no matter what our 
character, or what our drcumstances ; in him is sulB- 
dent, sovereign, saving grace. It was a type of Christ 

3. In ii8 security. And how fully is that expressed in 
the 16th verse. <' The Lord shut him in.'' For if he 
-shuts, none can open; and if he opens, none can ahat. 
The waters continued to rise — ^the pealing thunder in- 
creased in its dreadful roar — and consternation and dread 
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seise upon the mnltitades without^ and down, down they 
sink into the dreadful abys& Bat Noah dwells secnrely, 
not an hair of his head is injured; not a fear flits across 
his bosom ; he reposes safely on the arm of omnipotent 
love. So does the soul that flees for refage to Christ; 
There is the promise of 

(1.) Temporal security. Read the 91st Psalm. "For 
in the time of tronblie he shall hide me in his pavilion, in 
the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me : he shall 
set me up upon a rock.'^ 

(2.) Spiritual security. Is the soul in trouble ? "Fear 
thou not, for I am with thee/' &c. Do temporal or 
spiritual difficulties multiply ? " In six troubles I will 
be with thee/^ &c. Is the soul in danger through ad- 
verse circumstances ? " When thou passest through the 
water I will be with thee,^^ c&c. Are enemies numerous, 
powerful, and vindictive ? " No weapon formed against 
thee shall prosper,^^ &c. There is the promise of 

(3.) Eternal security. The time is coming when a 
deluge more painful than Noah^s flood, shall overtake a 
guilty world, a deluge of fire, which shall destroy the 
adversaries of God. " For the Lord Jesus shall be re- 
vealed from heaven,'' <&c. II. Thess. i. 7—10. Then, 
indeed, the wicked shall call to the mountains to cover 
them, c&c. But those who dwell in Christ are safe for 
ever, amid the convulsive throes of the world, and the 
melting of the elements, and the terrible tempest occa- 
sioned by pouring out the vials of divine wrath upon the 
wicked. The refugees in Christ may sing 
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"We while the stars from heaven shall fall, 
And mountains are on mountains hurled; 
Shall stand unmoved amidst it all, 
And smile to see a huming world." 

The ark was a farther type of Christ, 

4. In Us being the only place of safety. It is pro- 
bable the people in the days of Noah, fancied that even 
if the prediction of a delage proved true, there would be 
some resort or other to be found far from the reach of 
the desolating flood — some lofty eminence, or sheltering 
rock, or invulnerable cave, to which they might fly for 
safety ; and hence, perhaps, the perfect indifierence they 
manifested, as the Saviour intimates, until they were ac- 
tually overtaken and overwhelmed. 

But when the day of retribution came, O whither could 
they fly for refuge. The peering mountains are covered 
with living forms of despair and woe. There is no safety 
there, for the waters rise above the highest hills, more 
than seven yards. The ark is seen in the distance, but 
the door is shut ; and the remnant sink beneath the 
whelming flood» to rise no more. The ark, only, is the 
place of safety. This is true of Jesus Christ. There is 
no refuge but in him ; no hope of salvation but by him ; 
no way to heaven but through him; no other name given 
under heaven among men, whereby we can be saved. 
All other refuges, are *^ refuges of lies,^^ which the hail 
shall sweep away. Men may be building their hopes of 
heaven on their fancied merits, and self-righteous actions ; 
but "what will ye do in the day of visitation, in the 
desolations which shall come from far ? to whom will ye 
flee for help ?^^ You may be at, or near, or ahaut the 
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ark, but if yoa are not within ; or have not trnly fled for 
refnge to Christ, yon must inevitably sink in the desola- 
ting flood of divine wrath, which shall sweep a guilty 
World to hell. ** How shall ye escape, if ye neglect so 
great salvation ? ^ Notice 

II. The IiiViTATioN. ^* Come thou, and all thy house, 
into the ark.^' The ark is prepared, the apartments are 
ready, the provision is in store, there are indications of a 
coming storm ; but '^ come Ihon,^* &c. 

1. God is saying come. '* Come my people," &c, 
Isaiah xxvi. 21 — 22. 

2. Christ is saying come. Do you feel your guilt ? 
he says '^ Come unto me all ye that labour/^ (&c. 

S. The Spirit is saying come, '^The spirit and the 
bride say come;^^ and all the inflaences of the holy spirit 
upon your heart, are to superinduce you to come. 

4. Ministers are commissioned to say come. *^ Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters," c&c. 

5. The Church repeats the invitation^ come. *^ We 
are travelling to the country," &c. 

APPLICATION. 

1. Can you resist such earnest entreaties ? so mul- 
tiplied, so varied, so full of sympathy, and anxiety for 
your welfare ? To whom then will you go P 

2. Let all come. •* Thou and thy house," thyself, wife, 
children, friends, all, come at once to the ark, even 
to Christ, in whom alone there is safety. 

3. Delay not to come— remember the five foolish 
vkgins ; they came too late ; for ** the door was shut." 

R 
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MAN ABASED AND GOD EXALTED. 

" Not by works of righteousness which we hare done, but accord- 
ing to his mercy he saved us, by the , washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost" — Titus iii. 5. 

1. Salvation is not merited by works of riob- 
TEOUSNEss. To establish this position Paul employs his 
great powers of argo mentation ; and conclusively demon- 
strates it in the epistle to the Romans ; and in various 
other epistles, he pointedly affirms the same thing, " For 
by grace are ye saved, tlirough faith, and tliat not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God — not of works, lest any 
man should boast." «*And if by grace, then is it no 
more of works, otherwise grace is no more grace," &c. 
*• Where is boasting then ? it is excluded. By what law ? 
of works ? Nay," &c. Admitting, however, for the sake 
of argument, that good works were meritorious. Then 

1. Where are they to be found in man ? His works 
before justification are described. Gal v. 19 — ^22. 

2. If good works in the future could save ; what mast 
be done with the past ? 

3. Even could we be accepted on the ground of good 
works, what could we do ? whatever good we might do 
to man, would not make recompense to the broken law 
of God. 

4. What could be done with the atonement of Christ? 
*'* For if righteousness came by the law, then Christ," &c. 

5. Besides, how does God look upon the righteousness 
of man ? Listen ! " We are all as an unclean thing, 
and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags." Bags ! 
filthy ! unclean ! On what then could we depend,^' &c. 

II. Salvation originated in divine mercy. ''Ac- 
cording to his mercy he saved us." For salvation oti 
such terms, we can only be prepared by the renunciation 
of all human merit ; while ever we cling to the hope of 
justification by works, we cannot be willing to be de- 
pendent on divine clemency. " Now to him that worketh. 
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is Hie reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt," &c. We 
are cast, therefore, in all onr helplessness and vileness, on 
the sovereign mercy of God in Christ Jesus. " O Israel 
thon bast destroyed thyself^ but in me is thine help.'^ 
How helpless and dependent the human family is by sin, 
may be illustrated by Ezekiel, xvi. 4 — 6. 

III. It is manifest in a divine change; "by the 
washing of regeneration.^^ This is supposed to have 
reference to baptism : and is an expression similar in 
its import to, <* except a man be born of water," &c. 
The idea is that of a fountain or laver, into which the 
soul is plunged, and undergoes a marvellous change ; 
becomes regenerated, re-born y bom again, renewed, 
made new ; and is there a fountain, wherein our im- 
purities may be washed away ? There is. " There is 
a fountain opened in the bouse of David," &c. And 
what are its component parts, that such a glorious trans- 
formation is effected ? Blood and water. Blood to 
atone, and water to sanctify and cleanse. This is enongh, 
without works of our own, to remove onr defilement, and 
make us accepted in the beloved. To Christ then let us 
at once repair— the fountain is in his side. 

Here, however, good works are essential, not as merits, 
but as fruits ; and hence the perfect agreement there is 
between James and Paul. - While the latter affirms, that 
** by the works of the law no flesh is justified ;" the former 
says, " faith without works is dead," &e. 

IV. It is effected by a divine influence. "The 
renewing of the Holy Ghost.'' Man's salvation, therefore, 
is divine from first to last: he has nothing of which to 
boast, nothing in which to trust, within and of himself. 
Nor can ministers, however excellent or efficient, regene- 
rate or save the souls of men: thongh possessing the 
argumentative acumen of an apostle Paul — and reasoning 
most conclusively on the great subjects of religion — they 
could not reason a single soul into a conviction of the 
" truth as it is in Jesus." It is the spirit that convinceth 
of sin. And though eloquent as* an Apollos — and per- 
fectly entrancing in their oratory — they could not charm 
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one from the error of his ^ays : it is the work of the 
ipirit. At3d though poisessiii^ the energy of a Boanerges^ 
a tod of thunder — and striking one peal after anower 
upon the ear uf,the sinner — they conld not awake the 
tleeper and the dead : it is the work of the spirit And 
Bkilted tliough we might be in archery ^though barbed and 
winged with an angei^s hand— the arrow would fall point- 
less by the adamantine heart of the sinner : it is the work 
of the spirit. Is man then'a sinner ? the spirit ^'con- 
vinceth of sin/^ Is he dead in . trespasses and in -sins? 
** it is the spirit that qoickeneth.^ Does he jieed regene- 
ration ? it is by " the renewing of the Holy Ghost." Does 
he want a testimony of its gracious operations ? <*the 
spirit itself beareth witness with onr spirit.^^ Do we need 
help in prayer ? «* the spirit helpeth our infirmities.*^ Dp 
we need direction in onr christian course? ''my spirit 
shall go with thee/^ 

ilPPLICATION. 

1. Let man then be abased, and God glorified. Salvation 
is all of grace. ** Not unto us, O Lord^ not unto us," <&c. 

2. Still God is graciously pleased to make use of man 
in this great work : ** for it hath pleased God, by" Susi. 

3. The most efficient instrumentality is often that des- 
cribed. I. Cor. i. 27 — 29. This should humble us. . 

4. What have we, that we have not received ? Through- 
out time we will sing, ''O to grace how great a debtor," 
&c. Aud raised to the heavenly world, '^ the top stone 
shall be brought on vrith shouting — grace, grace unto it." 



SHEFFIELD : 
PRINTED BY J. BLORTON, CASTLE STREET AND KINO STREET. 



f. 

r 

e i^' 

r f 

e 'i' 





"i'^' • ^'^' .-'"'• .^^*^' !-.^ 



